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TO THE ]M^YOR. 



Hon. Abram S. Hewitt, 

Mayor : 

Sir — T haye the honor to transmit herewith, in conformity with 
section 31, article 4, of the act of May 5, 1870, entitled "an act to 
reorganize the local government of the city of New York," the an- 
nual report of this department. "With great respect, 

Tour obedient servant, 

H. H. POETEE, 



TWENTY-SEVENH ANNUAL REPORT 

OFTHB 

COMMISSIONKRS 

OP 

PUBLIC CHABITIES AND COBRECTION, 

FOR THE YEAR 1886. 



Hon. Abram S. Hewitt, 

Mayor of the City of New York. 

Dear Sir. — ^The Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction, 
in conformity with the Act of May 5, 1870, entitled an Act to reor- 
ganize the Local Government of the City of New York, respectfully 
submit their 

ANNUAL I^EPOI^T. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC CHARITIBS AND CORRECTION. 

Public Charities and Correction: 

For Salaries — ^To pay the salaries of the oflScers and em- 
ployees of the Department of Public Charities and Cor- 
rection $415,000 00 

For Supplies—For all supplies for the Department of Public 
Charities and Correction, and for the maintenance of 
inmates of the Colored Home and Hospital, sent there ^ 

by the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction, 
and alflo the children transferred from the Randall's Is- 
land Nursery to various Institutions, and embracing the 
board of thirty-six trained nurses at Bellevue Hospital, 
at $10 each per month 960,000 00 

For AlteratioDS, Additions and Repairs to Buildings and 

Apparatus 50,000 00 

For Distribution of Coal to Out-door Poor 20,000 00 

For Poor Adult Blind 20,000 00 

For Transportation of Paupers, Medicines* Coffins and Sup- 
port of Out-door Poor 10,000 00 
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For TransportatioD, MaiDtenaDce and Expenses of Insane 
Griminals at Aubarn, N. T., in accordance with Chapter 
289, Laws of 1884; also for Transportation and Mainten- 
ance of the Insane in other State Institations, in accord- 
ance with section 396, chapter 410, Laws of 1882 $3,000 00 

For Donations to Discharged Prisoners— For money, clothing 
and mileage to be foniLshed prisoners on their dischai^ 
from the Penitentiary, Blackweli's Island, as required by 

chapter 471, Laws of 1879 4,500 00 

(The entire sam paid oat under this statute is refund- 
ed to the City of New York by the State at the 
clone of each fiscal year, September 30). 

For CoDSkrueUon of New Buildings, etc, as follows: 

Dead-booae at Bellevue Hospital $10,(K)0 00 

One Pavilion on Randall*s Island 20,000 00 

BnlldingB to relieve present overcrowding in 

Almtihonse, Black well's Island 20,000 00 

One New Boiler and Service Condenser for 

Steamer Fidelity 7,000 00 

New Building for General Drug Department, 

including Chemical Laboratory and 

Store-house for Spirits and Oils 12,500 00 

69,600 00 

[Note.— All plans and specifications for new build- 
ings for the Department of Public Charities and Correc- 
tion, above referred to, must be submitted to the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment, and by them approved, 
before the appropriations therefor can be applied.] 
For expenses of the Training School for Nurses at the Char- 
ity Hospital 300 00 

1,552,300 00 

The year uuder review has been the most eventfal one in the his- 
tory of the Department, and has been characterized by great activ- 
ity in building operations, as well as in carrying out important 
changes in the administration, looking to the improvement of the 
condition of the inmates. 

About the opening of the year the Health Board moved to North 
Brother Island, and we were relieved from contact with contagious 
diseases. Work was at once begun upon the building vacated by 
the transfer of the Biverside Hospital, and after thorough fumiga- 
tion and extensive repairs, it was converted into a pleasant Home 
for the Nurses of the Charity Hospital Training School 

Another desirable improvement accomplished at this time was the 
completion of the Beception House for Passengers and Freight at 
the foot of East 26th street, at a cost of $20,991. The year also wit- 
nesses the completion of the Male, Female and Boys' Prisons, a very 
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much needed addition to the City Prison, or " Tombs," and a new 
Dead House. Work progressed during the year on the building for 
new Drug House, Bellevue Hospital, and the new Harlem Hospital, 
which are almost ready for occupancy. In addition to these actual 
building operations conferences were held with the Commissioners 
of the State Board of Charities, and plans discussed of how best to 
commence the improvement of the Long Island Farm, and we did 
not permit the year to come to a close without bringing to the atten- 
tion of the Board of Estimate the needs of the Department, to ena- 
ble us to construct a Lodging House in accordance with the Act of 
June 2, 1886. 

The government of Charity Hospital was changed during the year 
to conform to that of Bellevue Hospital, where the administration 
is under the Medical Board and a Warden, instead of a Chief of 
Staff, with the most satisfactory results. 

The Board consider it a very great gain to the cause of good dis- 
cipline in the correctional bureau of the Department that they were 
able to secure the services of Louis D. Pilsbury as Warden of the 
Penitentiary, a gentleman who was selected by the late Samuel J. 
Tilden, to conduct the war inaugurated by him to reform the prisons 
of the State. 

The Board were enabled also to carry out long cherished plans 
for improving the workings of the charitable bureau, which have 
been mainly effected by creating the office of General Superinten- 
dent of the Insane, and promoting to the position A. E. Macdonald, 
M. D., who, in the position of Medical Superintendent of the Male 
Asylum, developed administrative qualities of which the Board de- 
sired that the other asylums in the department should have the ben- 
efit. Some important improvements in the management of the insane 
have resulted in consequence which will be found stated in detail in 
the reports of the General Superintendent and of the heads of the va- 
rious Asylums, the principal among them have been the discontinu- 
ance of the association of the Workhouse prisoners with the insane 
patients, a more general employment of the latter in useful occupa- 
tions, increase of out-door Uberty and amusement, and diminution, 
and ultimately, at the end of the year, aboUtion, of the use of restraint. 

B.espectfully, 

HENET H. POETEE, 

THOMAS. S. BEENNAN, 

CHAELES E. SIMMONS, 

Commissioners. 



STORE HOUSE, B. I. 

Hon. Henbt H. Pobteb, 

President Department of 

Public Chanties and Correction. 

Deab Sir. — ^In submitting my Annual Keport for the year 1886 
(balance sheet and st itement of distributions to institutions) I beg 
leave to state that during the said period there have been cut and 
made under my supervision, and distributed to the several Institu- 
tions, 100,014 articles of clothing (mens', womens' and childrens') 
and 47,636 articles of bedding. 

That 7,020,500 cubic feet of gas was made on Blackwell's Island 
and 1,694,100 cubic feet on Bandall's Island, making a total of gas 
made and consumed on the islands under your control of 8,714,600 
cubic feet. 

That 22,607 barrels flour were required at the bakery on Black- 
well's Island, and 2,383 barrels at Hart's Island, making a total of 
24,990 barrels of flour to make the 6,374,322 lbs. of bread necessary 
for the support of the various wards under your charge. 

Of the $1,128,544 81, as represented by the balance sheet as dis- 
tributed to the various Institutions, $562,944 54 were expended for 
provisions alone, and the handling and distributing of this amount 
necessarily involved much labor and care that goods should be de- 
ivered in quality equal to sample, and in quantity equal to the 
amount awarded or purchased. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

BOBEET E. CLEABT. 

StoreJceepsr. 
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DISTRIBUTION TO INSTITUTIONS, 1886. 

City Prisons $27,098 38 

Bellevue Hospital 106,710 76 

Charity Hospital 79,620 21 

Penitentiary 63,366 36 

AlmsHouse 61,380 63 

Incurable Hospital 5,219 34 

Work-house 60,027 69 

Lunatic Asylum 112,041 88 

Homoeopathic Hospital 43,587 96 

Insane Asylum 142,502 99 

EandaU's Island Hospital 70,314 99 

Infant's Hospital 33,737 84 

Branch Lunatic Asylum 39,114 68 

Hart's Island Hospital 16,730 92 

Branch Work-House 20,184 66 

Steamboats 40,613 82 

BlackweU's Island Stables 1,128 33 

Improvement 3,473 07 

Randall's " " 68 26 

Store Expenses 1,324 95 

Gardens .. 585 12 

Fire Department 1,893 15 

Central Office 27,346 01 

Central Office Stables 4,463 91 

Out-Door Poor 25,841 55 

Colored Home 20,275 54 

RandaU's Island Stables 692 83 

Hart's " Improvement 744 61 

New Pavihon, Hart'slsland 13,891 32 

New Laundry " " 785 00 

General Storekeeper 729 82 

Maintenance of Insajie Criminals 1,147 19 

Indigent Bhnd 18,681 00 

General Drug Department 1 8 75 

New BuOding, Gen. Drug Dep't 13,156 37 

Dead House, Bellevue Hospital 9,865 80 

Board of Health 99 12 

Repairs to Reception Hospital, B. H. 5,715 45 

Harlem Hospital 1,748 00 

" Building 3,810 30 

Addition to City Prison 45,818 45 

Lunatic Asylum, separate account 2,989 00 

Total $1,128,544,81 
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GENEI^AL DRUG DEPAI\TMENT. 



New York, January 8, 1887- 
Hon. Henry H. Pobter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction, 

Sir. — I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the opera- 
tions of the General Dmg Department during the past year. 

As in former years, there have been manufactured from the crude 
materials purchased in the market, a large number of chemical and 
pharmaceutical preparations of strictly standard quality, at a large 
saving to the department. As we are enabled to purchase the 
best of materials at lowest wholesale prices, and as we do not 
have to bear the heavy expenses for rent, taxes, insurance, interest, 
ordinary labor, etc., etc., which outside manufacturers are subjected 
to, we can turn out a large number of preparations at a much lower 
cost. 

The several Institutions have been supplied during the year with 
the usual amounts of medical supplies on regular requisition. Al- 
though the number of persons dependent upon the support of the 
city is increasing every year, it has, nevertheless, been possible to 
restrict the expenditures to about the same sum as. has been required 
for several previous years. 

A large number of analyses has been made during the year, 
partly by order of your Honorable Board, and partly in the regular 
course of business, for the purpose of determining the quality, purity 
or strength of crude or manufactured products. 

The most important event during the year has been the erection, 
on the grounds of Bellevue Hospital, of a separate building for the 
General Drug Department. Work was commenced July 12, 1886, 
and the building was completed, so far as the contract required it, on 
January 5, 1887. An additional appropriation granted for the cur- 
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XV. 

rent year will enable you to complete the internal arrangements, so 
that a removal to the new quarters will be possible at an early date. 
The Bules and Regulations for the Guidance of the Apothecaries 
of the Department, have been codified and revised by your direction^ 
and they are now believed to be as clear and precise as it is possible 
to make them in the light of previous experience. 

The Hospital Formulary, which had been out of print for several 
years, has been revised by me, in accordance with your instructions, 
so as to bring it up to the present practice of the Institutions. It 
has already been distributed, with the exception of a limited number 
of copies, which will last only for a short time. A new edition will 
probably be required during the present year. 

It is my agreeable duty to testify to the very valuable assistance 
and support I have constantly received from my two assistants, Mr. 
Dennis Gerrity and Mr. James F. White, who bear a large share of 
responsibility, and who have performed their duties in an exemplary 
manner. 

Statement of Stocky Purchases and DiMrihuion to Instvtviions during the 

Year 1886. 

Stock on hand Jan. I, 1886 (at ruling market prices.) $9,720 30 

Purchases during 1886 54,177 87 

Total $(;3,8J)8 17 

Distribution (as per annexed schedule) 53, 487 00 

Stock on hand, December 31, 1886 $10,411 17 

Thanking you for the confidence and kind consideration which you 
have continued to accord to me I remain. 

Very respectfully. 

Tour obedient servant, 

CHARLES RICE, 

Chemfiiid, 



BELLEYUE HOSPITAL. 



_ Januaby 1, 1887. 

Hon. H. H. Porter, 

President^ Department of 

Public CharUieH and Correction, 

Sir. — In compliance with the rules of the Department, I respect- 
fully submit to your Hon. Board the following Annual Beport of 
Bellevue Hospital, for the year ending December Slst, 1886 : 

The Damber of patients remaining under treatment at the Hospital, 

January Ist, 1886 686 

The number of patients admitted during the year 11,830 



Total number treated 12,416 

The number of patients discharged during the year 10,681 

died dunng year 1,197 



ii (( (( (i 



Total 1 1, 878 

The number of patients remaining in Hospital, Dec. 31st, 1 886 637 

The classification of cases when admitted was as follows : 



Patients brought by ambulance 3668 

«* ** " police 416 

All other patients 7746 

Out-door patients (sui^cal) dressed in Hospital 3020 

The accompanying tabulated statements, in the order in which they 
are placed, exhibit as follows : 

Table A. — the monthly admissions, discharges and deaths. 

Table B. — the number of cases of injury brought by Ambulance 
and otherwise and of which number inquests have been held by 
Coroners. 

Table C. — the nativities of the patients admitted. 

Table D. — the daily and yearly per capita cost of the inmates of 

the Institution. 
Table E. — a classification of diseases for which patients were treated. 

Table F. — a classification of diseases causing death. 

Table G- — the number of patients admitted for examination to the 
Pavilions for the Insane, the number adjudged insane, the number 
discharged, and the number of deaths. 



Table H. — the number of persons admitted to the Lodging Ward 

awaiting transfer to other Institutions, who received temporary 
medical treatment. 

Table I. — ^the number of deaths at the Hospital occurring within 
twe ty-four hours after admission. 

Owing to the many improvements in the arrangements of the 
plumbing work of the Hospital, which were completed in the latter 
part of the previous year, the sanitary condition of tne Hospital has 
been all that could be desired, and consequently the rate of mortality 
has decreased. Deducting from the number of deaths those who 
died within twenty-four hours after admission, the percentage is 
seven and three-fifths, a record that compares more than favorably 
with other Institutions of like character. 

The new buildings for the Drug Department and the Receptacle 
for the Dead, now in the course of erection, and which are very much 
needed, will be finished at an early date and will greatly facilitate the 
business of the Department. 

The officers and the employees of the Institution have been 
generally faithful in the discharge of their duties. 

The members of the Medical Board have been very regular in their 
daily visits to the Hospital. 

The House Staff and Ambulance Surgeons, have in every instance 
been attentive to their duties and assiduous in the care of those under 
their charge. 

I desire to tender my thanks to the Medical Board, the House Staff, 
and the employees in general for their co-operation with me in 
conducting the affairs in the Institution. 

I tender to your Hon. Board my sincere thanks for your kind- 
ness and consideration, which I have endeavored to merit by a proper 
management of the Institution entrusted to my care. 

It has been my aim to administer the affairs of the Hospital with 
economy, and to carry out your instructions and suggestions for the 
welfare of its inmates. 

Very respectfully, 

JAS. F. O'ROUEKE. 

Warden, 
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TABLE B. 

Ambulance, Police and Coroners* Cases for the year 1886. 



Months. 



January .... 
February... 
March ...... 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . . 
September . . 
October .... 
November. . 
December . . 

Total 



Ambulance. 



337 
268 
308 
322 
333 
298 
345 
335 
301 
274 
281 
266 



3,668 



Police. 



30 
23 
46 
29 
32 
27 
44 
57 
23 
30 
46 
29 



COBONEBS. 



416 



27 
21 
25 
36 
26 
27 

28 
27 
22 
40 
36 
33 



348 
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TABLE E. 

Abstract of Diseases of those discharged during the year 1886. 



DISEASES. 



Alcoholism 8,079 

Abscess 67 

" of Back 1 

** of Breast 6 

'• of Cenrical 3 

" of Knee 6 

" of Thigh 4 

" of Neck 12 

" of Alvls 2 

" of Tibia 3 

" of Abdomen 1 

" of Labia 2 

" Rectal 12 

" Multiple 1 

•* Perineal 1 

*' IschloBectal 4 

" Lumbar 3 

Abortion 39 

" Threatened 3 

AnW»ollo Myelitis 3 

Arthritis 6 

*' of Knee 4 

" of Wrist 2 

•• of Shoulder 21 

Asthma 20 

Ankylosis of Knee 10 

Aphasia 2 

Aneurism 6 

Amputation 3 

" of Shoulder 1 

•• of Arm 1 

" of Finger 1 

Asphyxia 7 

Anaemia 3 

Adenitis 6 

" of Axilla 4 

" of Neck 2 

•• of Groin 7 

** Inguinal 1 

Ataxia 4 

Burns 76 

Bubo . 24 

Bursitis 6 

Bronchitis 78 

Brlghfs 204 

Oarbuncleof Neck 12 

Oonstipation. 10 

Oontusions x., 211 

Ohoiea 4 

OeUulitls 102 

Caries 9 

" of Femur 1 

" of Tibia 2 

" of Phalanx 2 

" of Spine 3 

Oardlac 81 

Cystitis 35 

Crushed Foot 4 

" Toe 8 

Carcinoma 18 

" of Breast 7 

Cephalalgia 3 

Cirrhosis 8 

•• of Liver 12 

Concussion 8 

" of Brain 12 

Conjunctivitis 6 

Carried forward 4,266 



DISEASES. 



Brought forward 4,956 

CoUc 12 

" Lead 6 

Cancer 2 

Gut-Throat 8 

Catarrh 6 

OleftPalate 1 

Cholera Morbus 6 

" Infantum 1 

Coxitis 1 

Congestion of Lung 1 

" of Rectum... 1 

Circumcision 1 

Convulsions, UraBmlc 4 

Dislocation of Forearm 1 

•' of Thigh 2 

" of Clavicle 12 

" of Thumb 2 

" of Shoulder 4 

" of Hip 1 

" of Elbow 1 

Diabetes 3 

Debility 87 

Dyspepsia 6 

Diarrhoea 23 

Dysentery 17 

Disease of Ankle Joint 2 

Diphtheria 8 

DllatedHeart 1 

Deformity of Elbow 1 

•* of Pelvis 1 

EpistaxlB 7 

Epilepsy 40 

Erysipelas 206 

Enteritis 20 

" Gastro 10 

Emphysema 18 

Epithelioma 18 

Eczema 7 

Epididymitis .* 86 

Enlarged Prostate 1 

Excision, Sup. Max 2 

" of Jaw a 

Enlarged Glands 22 

Endocarditis 7 

Endometritis 4 

Elephantiasis 1 

Enlarged Spleen 1 

Embolism, Cere' 4 

Fracture of Tibia 61 

" of Fibula 77 

" TlbandFIb 61 

** ExtMalleolus 7 

•' Maxilla 6 

•• of Toe 1 

'« of Ulna 2 

" of Metar Bones 8 

*• of Os'Calcls 9 

** of Spine 1 

" of Femur 98 

'« Neckof Femur 6 

«• Ilium 1 

'* Inferior Max' 16 

of Ribs 86 

** of Humerus 81 

" Neck of Humerus 2 

•• of Radius 8 

Carried forward 6,281 



TABLE E.— Continued. 



DISEASES. 



Brought forward 5,281 



«« 



it 



I* 



Fracture, Kadlus and Ulna. 

" of Clavicle 

** of Nasal Bone. 

of Phalanx 

Olecranon 

of Scapula 

of Skull 

Base of Skull. 

of Finger 

" Paiella 

Old 

" Potts' 

'• Colles 

•* Ununited 

Frost Bites 

Fistula in Ano 

Floating Kidney 

Fever, Malarial 

" Irregular 

" Typhus 

" Typhoid 

'* Remittent 

" Intermittent 

*' Chagres 

♦* Scarlet 

Gastritis , 

Glossitis 

Gout 

Gangrene of Toe 

•* of Foot 

Gastralgia 

Goitre 

Genu Varum 

Hydrocele . . 

Hysteria 

Hare Lip 

Hip Joint Disease 

Hypochondriasis 

Hernia 

** Inguinal 

Hemiplegia 

Hemoptysis 

Hematocele 

Hemorrhoids . 

Hemorrhage, Gere 

*• Spinal... 

Infancy 

Injury to Spine 

Intestinal Obstruction . 

Ingrowing Toe Nail 

Inguinal Adenitis 

Incontinence of Urine . 

Insomnia 

Insolation 

Inflamed Knee 



6 
32 
7 
2 
2 
1 
9 
3 

24 
4 

61 

12 
1 

13 

47 
2 

75 
2 
8 

64 

9 

106 

2 

4 

94 
2 

15 
3 
2 
8 
1 

29 

28 

28 
1 

20 
2 

33 
6 

26 
7 
5 

50 

11 
2 
220 
9 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
5 
1 
Insanity 1,562 



Iritis 

Jaundice 

Knock Knee 

Lumbago 

Laryngitis 

Lacerated Ear 

Lacerated Cervix Uteri . . . . 
Meningitis 

Cerebro Spinal. 

Pachy 

Morbus Goxarius 

Myelitis 

Menorrhagia 



DISEASES. 



4* 
«« 



2 
2 
3 
12 
4 
2 

24 
12 
2 
4 
11 
16 
12 



Carried forward 8,052 



Brought forward 8,052 

Measels 6 

Myalgia 4 

Masturbation 2 

Neuralgia 8 

Necrosis '. 9 

'• of Femur 8 

of Tibia 8 

" of Stump 8 

** of Phalanx 5 

*• of Finger s 

Neuritis 7 

Otitis 3 

Opium Habit 14 

Orchitis 6 

Osteitis 4 

Ovaritis 2 

Past Partum 163 

Phthisis 474 

Paresis 8 

Pleurisy 91 

Pneumonia 133 

Paralysis ii 

Prolapsus Recti lo 

Potis' Disease 14 

Paraphimosis 3 

Pregnancy 71 

Peritonitis, Pelvic 22 

Phlegmon of Thigh 3 

Paraplegia 2 

Periostitis 7 

Premature Birth 10 

Perihepatitis , 7 

PhleblUs 7 

Pharyngitis 10 

Poisoning 20 

*• Opium 2 

•* Chloral s 

•* Lead 13 

" Gas 1 

Polypus of Nose 4 

Phimosis 128 

Rheumatism 317 

Renal Calculi 2 

Rachitis 3 

Rupture 4 

Retention of Urine 8 

Retroversion of Uterus 3 

SciaUca 13 

SenUlty 10 

Sprain of Ankle 57 

•* of Wrist 3 

" of Knee i 

Synovitis 20 

»* of Knee 23 

" of Wrist 1 

Stricture of Rectum 2 

" of Urethra 86 

Sporadic Cholera 2 

Spermatorrhoea 2 

Sarcoma 12 

of Cheek 2 

of Humerus 2 

Suppurating Glands of Neck 10 

Submersion 14 

Stone in Bladder 1 

Sclerosis 8 

Shock 2 

Stomatitis 3 

Subluxation of Knee a 



«< 



Carried forward 9,966 



ft 



TABLE R— Continued 



DISEASES. 



Brought forward 9,966 

Sublux Humerus 2 

ScaldB 3 

Septicaemia 1 

•• Puerp..... 8 

TuberouloBls H 

Thrush 4 

Tumor 4 

•' Fatty 2 

" Facial 1 

*« of Back 1 

Tonsillitis 36 

Tape Worm 4 

Tubercular Glands, Neck 1 

Tetanus 1 

Uterine 383 

Ulcer of Leg 61 

" of Tongue 1 

" Specific 1 

Ulcerated Stump 1 

Ulceration of Rectum 1 

Varicose Veins 2 

Yariocele 12 

Vertigo 3 

Vulvitis 3 

Wounds, Stab 17 

" Lacerated of Face 7 

•« of Hand 8 

Carried forward 10,641 



DISEASES. 



4< 

ft 
(« 
<< 
<( 
<( 
it 
<< 
«< 
<• 
It 
«< 
<( 
<( 



• < 
<< 
(< 
<< 

• < 



Brought fordward 

Wounds of Foot 

•• of Anus 

Temp' Bone 

Lacerated of Leg 

of Axilla 

of Nose 

Lacerated of Neck. . . . 

of Forearm 

of Hip 

of Eye 

of Head and Face 

of Thigh 

of Scalp 

Gunshot 

" of Abdomen. 

of Face 

of Buttock 

of Thigh 

of Chest 

Incised of shoulder.. 

" of Throat 

" of Neck 

" of Back 

" of Hip 

'* of Abdomen .. 

Whooping Cough 

Whitlow 



10,541 
2 
1 
1 
9 
1 
2 

a 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 
66 
16 
4 
8 
2 
4 
4 
8 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 



Grand Total 10,681 




TABLE F. 

Abstract of Diseases causing Death during the year 1886. 



AlcoboUsm 115 

Aneurism 4 

AbBcess 1 

Abscess, ischlo rectal 1 

Abscess of kidney 1 

Abscess, pelYlc 2 

Arthritis 2 

Asphyxia ' 1 

Atheroma cere arteries 1 

Apoplexy 4 

AnaBmla 1 

Arthrosis of knee 1 

Asthenia 3 

Brlght's U2 

Bums 17 

Bronchitis 9 

Carcinoma 3 

Carcinoma of axilla 2 

Carcinoma of Stomach 1 

Carcinoma of Intestine 1 

Gardnomaof liver 3 

Carcinoma uteri 6 

Cardiac 29 

Cut Throat 1 

Convulsions 1 

Congestion of brain 2 

Congestion, cere . 1 

Cirrhosis of liver 8 

Cancer 6 

Cancerof Stomach 1 

Cancer of Tongue 1 

Coma 1 

Cholera Infantum 5 

Carles lumbar vertebras 1 

Callces renales 1 

Cystitis 2 

Calculus 1 

Dementia 1 

Blarrhcea, chr 1 

Dysentery 6 

Diphtheria 1 

Diabetes 2 

Drowning , 4 

Endoterltls, cere X 

Epilepsy 1 

£ryslf>elas 17 

Endocarditis 16 

Exhaustion 16 

Epithelioma of penis 1 

Enteritis, tubercular 2 

Enteritis, gastro 3 

Embolism, cere 1 

Emphysema 1 

Fever, malaria 2 

Fever, typhoid 31 

Fever, Intermittent 2 

Fever, remittent 4 

Fracture of skull 28 

Fracture of femur 1 

Fracture of ribs 2 

Fracture of ulma and shock 1 

Fracture of humerus 1 

Fracture of tibia 6 

Fracture of pelvis 1 

Fracture of neck 1 

Fracture of clavicle 1 

> Fracture of Spine 3 

Carried forward 540 



Brought forward 540 

Gangrene 2 

Hemorrhage 2 

Hemorrhage, cere 20 

Hydrocephalus 2 

Hernia 6 

Homicide 3 

Hepatitis 3 

Hip Joint disease 3 

luaultlon 1 

Insolation 3 

Insanity 1 

Injuries 16 

Jaundice 1 

Laryngitis 1 

Meningitis 29 

Meningitis, tuber 7 

Meningitis, pachy 5 

Myelitis 3 

Marasmus 14 

Mania 6 

Melancholia 1 

Maturation . 1 

Necrosis of femur - 1 

(Edema, cere 2 

(Edema of lungs 8 

Phthisis 234 

Pneumonia 155 

Premature Birth 10 

Poisoning 6 

Poisoning, lead 2 

Poisoning, gas 1 

Pleurisy 1 

Pleurltls, tuber 1 

Pericarditis 3 

Pyelitis 1 

Parench3rmatous 1 

Perihepatitis 1 

Peritonitis 12 

Pyaemia 3 

Potts' Disease 1 

Post Partum 1 

Bupture 1 

Septicaemia 7 

Septicaemia, puerp 9 

Scurvy 1 

Senility 4 

Sarcoma, inf. muse 1 

Sarcoma of stomach . . 1 

Stricture, urethra 1 

Shock 9 

suicide 4 

Syphilis 4 

Suppression of Urine 1 

Softening of brain 1 

Tuberculosis 13 

Tubercular disease knee Joint 1 

Tetanus 4 

Tumor of ovaries 1 

Thrombosis, cere 2 

Thorax, hydro pneumo 2 

Uraemia 8 

Ulcer, gastric 1 

Wound, stab 1 

Wound, pistol shot 5 

Wound, gun shot 1 

Grand Total , 1197 
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TABLE G. 
Bellevue Hospital — ^Pavilion for Insane. 

Number admitied during Die ymr 188G, and how dittposed cf. 



MONTHS. 



January... 
February.. 

March 

April 

May , 

June 

July 

August...., 
September. 
October.... 
November . 
December. 



Total. 





1 




>* 




(C 


■o 


-^ 


V 


o 


♦* 


•mt . 




ss 


a 


Bfl 


■o 


a-^ 


< 


y\ 


136 


44 


126 


37 


146 


67 


163 


63 


161 


64 


166 


47 


187 


60 


163 


41 


147 


68 


134 


44 


H5 


36 


112 


48 


1776 


678 



ID 
< 

a 

t 

s 



00 

s 

00 

< 
u 

Of 



26 


21 


42 


14 


34 


13 


62 


13 


61 


10 


46 


19 


68 


12 


64 


17 


42 


10 


40 


20 


66 


13 


26 


17 


646 


179 





• . 


«i4 

o • 


IS 


OB 


t^ 


crs 


Car 
rien 


1- 


Ob 


J; o 


En'* 


P^e: 


26 


4 


16 


4 


18 


6 


12 


6 


11 


6 


19 


4 


22 


4 


20 


3 


10 


8 


16 


3 


18 


2 


8 


1 


196 


44 



1 



M 



4 
8 
6 
7 
4 

2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 



9 

8 



2 fl 1. p ■ a 



I 



38 



9 

8 
12 

8 
16 
22 
26 
20 
19 

7 
17 

4 

163 



2 



2 
7 
1 
2 
1 

3 
6 
8 
2 
1 




27 



o 
H 
io 

Q 

136 
126 
146 
163 
161 
166 
187 
163 
147 
134 
146 
106 

1769 



BEMAINING. 

Male 6 

Female 2 



f 

t 

i 

i 



UMimj, Salar, 





ealwlM. 


MdfltU: 






( 0. 

2.3«4 IS 


> 

2 61 






2,347 Oi 


2 61 




2.337 44 


3 « 




2,33!) 36 


2 7 




2,363 04 


2 81 




2,3!'it r,l 


2 !l! 




2,3(i.t ay 


2 !l 




2,348 18 


a 9 




2.368 46 


29 




2,372 93 


2 S 


1 


2,423 16 


2 9 


1 


3,16G 49 


36 




) 


29,1(10 86 


M« 


3 


2,430 07 


I- 1 
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TABLE H. 

r of Males and Females who have received Temporary Treatment in 
Lodging Ward during the year 1886. 



Male. 


Female 


177 


123 


221 


121 


226 


157 


131 


133 


173 


161 


145 


125 


149 


170 


189 


161 


181 


159 


127 


111 


163 


140 


306 


135 



Total. 



300 
3i2 
383 
264 
334 
270 
319 
330 
340 
238 
303 
441 



Total 3864 



TABLE I. 

)er of Deaths during the year 1886, urUhin 24 and 48 Hours after 

Admi'<sion, 



January 
February. 
March. . . 

April 

May.":.. 

June 

July 



August 

September. 
October... 
November. 
December. 



Total 



24 


48 


Hours. 


Hours. 


14 


17 


15 


13 


19 


18 


25 


20 


19 


16 


21 


8 


21 


11 


21 


15 


20 


7 


24 


12 


30 


11 


23 


14 


252 


162 



Vi 
MORGUE REPORT. 



I StalfmwM of Bodien Beceived at the Morgue from January 
\, 1886 /„ Jannar.i 1, 1887. 

REOOCNlSBl) BaDI&3. 



Whose Chahoe. 



a Wm. Lwlgnu 
«,Ob " J. tfowl 



Frauk 
Joho L. 



DrovBlug Buried Flail 



I. Skull. .. 
Ijugent UruwalDg 





{i 




■• :.:::; 


l>rowulDg 


































































































IT 


s:«a«i^:- 




Froci-ilkuU.... 


" ", 












































































IB 




". ". 


OrowQliig . ... 


fiayslde 


















































AUE. 
























































































































Jf 




'■'■ Buiman"' 






















































































Dec. 


3e£url Kllfleil 









Oltjr Cemel«7. 
CalTU7 Cemsterr. 



UNItBCOOinSBD BODIES. 













Bits. 


Ka>e. 


Coroner HeBsemM-,. 


T^KDHTT. 


RD.A>m 


j™. I 


Dnknovn woman... 


*lmholl.m 


Burled City Cemetery. 








Nudont..... 


Fractured Bkii'li! 


':. :'. 


W 


", .7 




W- 






9S 








FraclnredVliiiLl! 




Hi 


woman.... 






Brijlit's 




48 












38 
Ma. t 


ii ™m«.... 




Nugent..... 


BrfgWB 

Dmwnlug.. 


:: :: :; 


18 






Eiamao.... 


R'ro»11aJurle8.. 










L8*r 


Asphyjtia 












Drowning 




ai 












April G 






Eiamu.... 






17 


" !'. 




Ley 


DrownlDg 


'.'. '.'. " 


M 


i; " 




MoMfimoE.. 




'.' '.\ !.' 










Apopleiy 












Brlfc'hfB 




SO 
I 


'.'. '.'. 




Kngent..... 
Eldman.... 




;i ■; :: 


10 

la 


". z 




Levy........ 




;; :; ;: 


11 












17 


'■'. '■'. 




HeHwmec.. 




!* " " 


30 












aa 












31 


'.'. '.'. 




Kidman ... 


;; 


;; :; ;; 


Jnna 1 
11 


" '<"■> :: 




Levy. 


PhlhlsLB. 


;: :: :: 








MoBwmer,. 






i? 












38 






Eldmon.... 






»olT 11 




















[.TOVvulnB 




98 


:; ^V^ 




K:::: 


^eiihrilifl 


:: :: :: 


"" i 






LovJ^. 


:m'ma"r8''lSuVa'ki; 
Drowning 


:: :: :; 






Leyy 


OiillrcndiulurleB 


'.'. '.'. " 


» 


:: :: i 


MM»omer.. 


:aujefllian brain. 


'.'. '.'. ''. 


M 


". '.'. 1 


Kugenl.... 


;; 


". '.'. " 




'.'. z 


Eidman..., 


'■ 


'.'. '.'. '.'. 


» 




LSTJ 


LirowQing..;::::; 




18 
Oot G 


\ 


\ 1 


Kidman- . - . 
Meaeemer.. 


Drowning 
Typholrt tB»cr,.. 


:: ;: :; 


". 


■ ! 


;; 


FroGtured Bkull. 


'.'. " '.'. 


li 


" 














Me»emer.. 




", 1! '.'. 
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X7NRBCOONISED BODIES. 



DATS. 




Whose chaboe. 


Vkbdiot. 


Coroner Nugent 

tt ** 

** Messemer.. 

" Nugent 

** Eidman .... 
<« *« 

•* Levy 


Drowning 

Apoplexy .. 

Drowning 

Alcoholism 

Pneumonia 

Drowning 

Fractured skull. 

Drowning 

<< 




* Messemer. . 
' Eidman — 

* Messemer.. 


Heart Disease... 



BEMABX8 



t* 
«< 
«« 
<« 
f( 
(< 
<< 
<« 
<« 
«( 
I* 

*4 



Making a sum total number of bodies received one hundred and fiffy 
(160). Kecognized, 67; unrecognized, 83. Total, 160. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

JAMES F. O'EOUEKE, 

Warden. 



I\ECEPTION HOSPITAL, 99th STREET. 



Januaby 1, 1887. 
Hon. H. H. Pobtbb, 

President, Department of 

Pvblic Charities and Correciion. 

Sir. — ^I respectfully submit to your Honorable Board the follow- 
ing statements, representing the present condition and workings of 
this Institution for the year ending December 31, 1886 : 

Number of patients remaining January 1, 1886 11 

admitted during the year . 724 



II II 



Total number treated 7?5 

Number pati« nts discharged 248 

" *♦ transferred 420 

" " died 58 

" '* remaining 9 

Total 7 :^ 

Oases admitted were distributed as follows : 

Ambulance Gases 443 

Sick Wagon 144 

Walked in 137 

Total 724 

Inhere were treated in the Surgical Dispensary during the past 
year, 317 cases, distributed as to sex and nativity as follows : 

Males 2H7 Native 128 

Females 30 Foreign 189 



Total 317 Total 317 

The following tables, in the order in which they are placed, show 
the number of monthly admissions, discharges, transfers, deaths and 
number remaining at end of each month ; the number of cases 
brought in by ambulance, sick wagon and Police, also Coroner's cases ; 
a statement of the nativity of those admitted during the year. 

Very respectfully, 

ROBERT L. McGREW, M. D., 

House Surgeon. 
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GOUVERNEUI^^ HOSPITAL. 



Januabt 1, 1887. 



Hon. H. H. Pobteb, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction, 



Sir. — I have the honor to present to you the first Annual Beport of 
our Hospital. 

The past year, the first of the Institution, has shown the need felt 
in this busy part of the city for a Hospital. The thickly populated 
district which we cover have often called for speedy Medical aid, and it 
is to our gratification that we have spared neither time, nor energy in 
giving our help. With the conveniences you hjive given us, we have 
been able to meet every occasion, and treat the cases as scientific- 
ally as our skill and judgment offered. 

Considering the fact that ours is only a house of relief, the number 
transferred is not large. 

Thanking you for the privilege, and your generosity, I will now 
disclose my report. 

Medical Cases Tbeated m the Hospital in 1886. 



Abortion 8 

Alcoholism, acute 4.0 

" " gastro-enteritis. 1 

" chronic 4 

Apoplexy 2 

Arthritis, Rheumatoid 2 

Asphyxia 3 

Asthma 3 

Ataxia locomotor 2 

Bronchitis, acute 8 

" subacute, chronic ... 3 

Carcuioma 2 

Cirrhosis of Liver 5 

CoHc 5 

Com a. Alcoholic 5 

*' Diaebetic 1 

Constipation, chronic 1 



Debility, General 16 

** Nervous 2 

Degeneration of heart, fatty 1 

Delirium tremens 3 

Dementia 7 

Diarrhoea, acute 5 

Dysentery, acutQ 3 

r^smenorrhoea 1 

Dispepsia 1 

Embolism, Cerebral 1 

Emphysema 1 

Endocarditis and Cystitis 1 

Enteritis, acute 8 

Epilepsy 20 

Fevers, intermittent 12 

" puerperal 1 

" remittent 1 
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Fever, typhoid 13 

" " inalignant 1 

Gastralgia 1 

Gastritis, acute 

" subacute 

Gout, acute 

Hemiplegia 

Hemorrage, urethral 

Histeria 

Lumbago 

Melancholia 

Meningitis, acute 

" chronic 

Mitral regurgitation 

Metrorrhagia 

Multiple, sclerosis 

Nephritis, acute, diffuse 14 

" chronic, diffuse 2 

Neuralgia 1 

Obstruction of bowels 2 

Paraplegia. 2 



Peritonitis, acute 1 

Phthisis, incipient 2 

" tubercular 38 

Pleuritis, acute 5 



Pleuro-pneumonitis . 
Pneumonitis, lobular 

lobar . . , 

Pharyngitis 

Pregnancy 



5 
2 
1 
5 
1 
6 
1 
10 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 I UraBmia 1 



... 1 
... 1 
... 17 
... 1 
... 17 
Rheumatism, acute, articular. . . 15 

... 4 
... 11 
... 1 
... 1 
... 1 



" subacute . . 

" chronic .... 

Tonsillitis 

TyphHitis (Peri) 

Ulcer, intestinal 



Uterine 
Vertigo 



4 
1 



368 



Number of Births 15 



Surgical Cases Tbeated at the Hospital in 1886. 



« 



« 



« 



« 



C( 



Ablation of scalp 1 

Abscesses of arm 2 

back 3 

gluteal region 5 

neck 2 

psoas 1 

th^h 1 

Balanitis 1 

Bums 22 

CelluHtis of leg 6 

Concussion, cerebral 1 

*^ spinal 5 

ConjnnctivitiB 1 

Cut throat 1 

Contusions of abdomen 2 

ankle 3 

back 20 

" and hip 5 

hip 20 

shoulder 5 

Cystitis 5 

Xdslocations, radius and ulnar, 

backward 1 

Dislocation, shoulder 7 

Eczema 2 

Epifitaxis 1 

Epididymitis 2 



(< 



(( 



Erysipelas 8 

Fracture of Clavicle 1 

CoUis 1 

" double 1 

Femur 22 

"Co 1 

" double 1 

" Humerus 6 

" andKadius.. 1 

" Co... 1 
Scapula 

Clavicle Co 1 

Patella... 2 

Pelvis and ribs.... 1 

Pott's 8 

Radius 2 

" and Ulna... 2 

" Co.. 1 

' Barton's 1 

** Radius, Ulna and 

Clavicle 1 

" Phalynges Co 4 

Ribs 6 

Skull, base of 3 

Osfrontis 2 

" Fibula 4 

Tibia et Fibula.... 12 
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Fracture of Tibia 15 

Tibia, Femur, 

Humerus 1 

Tibia Co 4 

*' Tarsus Co 1 

Tibia et Fibula Co.. 2 

" double.. 3 
" Ulna, Extra Condyse 

Co 1 

Ulna 2 

Frost bites, feet 1 

" Fingers 1 

Gangrene, traumatic arm 1 

Gonorrhoea 1 

Hip disease, first stage 1 

Hemorrhoids 6 

Hernia, Umbilical 1 

" Femoral, irreducible ... 1 

" Inguinal, irreducible 4 

Hydrocele 4 

Necrosis 3 

Orchitis 4 

(Edema, penis 1 

Poisonings Arsenite of Copper. . 3 

" Carbolic Acid 3 

** Creosote 1 

*« Ivy 1 

Liniment Saponis 1 

Sulphuric Acid 1 

Prostrate, enlarged 2 



Paraphimosis 1 

Phimosis _ 6 

Retention 4 

Euptured Bladder .... . 1 

" Internal Lai Lig. Knee... 1 

" Ligament of Patella 1 

Scurvy l 

Sprains 23 

Scabies 1 

Stricture, urethra 6 

Submersion 10 

Synoiitis, Knee 3 

Syphilis 7 

Suppurative Adenitis 4 

Tumors, Lipoma 2 

Tuberculous Knee Joint 1 

Ulcers, Syphilitic 3 

Y ancose .■•••••••••.•«• a 

Wounds, Gun-shot, chest, pen- 
etrating lung 2 

" Gun-shot, penetrating 

head 2 

" hand... 3 

"shoulder.. 1 

" Lacerated 40 

'' Incised stab, lung 1 

** Abdomen 2 

" Incised 16 

431 



The number of admissions during the year was 867 ; of this number 
327 were transferred to Bellevue and other Hospitals ; 68 died. 

The number of patients treated in the Out-Door Department was 
11,127. 
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Causes of Death. 



with Nephritis. 



al 

)n 

of cranium . . . 
ind ribs 



iting brain. . . 



2 
1 
5 
2 



Meningitis, acute 3 

Nephritis, acute, diffuse 1 

'' chronic, dffiuse 2 

Obstruction of bowels 1 

Peritonitis 1 

Phthisis 14 

Pleuro-pneumonitis 1 

Pneumonitis 5 

Poisoning, Arsenite of Copper ... 1 

Shock.... 9 

Submersion 1 

Typhoid fever 2 

Uraemia 1 



68 



of the above died within twelve hours, six within 
1 eight within forty-eight hours after admission. 

I am your obedient servant, 

JOHN ASPELL, M. D., 

House Surgeon. 

7th, 1887. 



CHARITY HOSPITAL B. I. 



January 10th, 1887. 
Hon. Eenbt H. Porteb, 

President, Department of Public 

Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — Having been called to the office of Warden of this Hospital 
by a resolution of your Hon. Board, I entered upon its duties and 
assumed the responsibilities, and the rules pertaining thereto, on the 
1st day of April, 1886. 

I most respectfully beg leave to submit, in compliance with the 
rules of the Department, this my first Annual Report. 

No. of patients remaining Jan. Ist, 1886 792 

No. ** admitted during year 6519 

Total number treated 7311 

No. discharged during the year 6924 

No. of deaths 589 

Total 6513 

The number of patients remaining Dec. 31st, 1886 798 

Percentage of mortality on number treated 8.05 

The records of Charity Hospital continue to prove its usefulness 
and great necessity. In the past year there were treated 3,292 Surg- 
ical and 3227 Medical cases. During the year many patients were 
brought here in a dying condition. Their transfer, through exposure 
to wind and weather on a stretcher, from Bellevue Hospital, serves to 
increase our mortality. 

I respectfully suggest to your Hon. Board, that orders be issued 
preventing recurrence of this practice. 

There have been but few contagious cases received here during the 
past year, and on discovery, by the House Physicians, these cases 
were immediately sent to the Health Department. 

The transfer of the nurses to the Home, and of the women await- 
ing confinement to the pavilion at the lower end of the Island, have 
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glyen an entire ward which has been applied to the ase of the Surgical 
Division, which in the past has suffered from overcrowding. Arrange- 
ments are being made which will admit of additional wards be- 
ing devoted to the male and female medical division, and in this way 
I trust overcrowding will be overcome. 

The repairs necessary in a large Institution are at all times quite 
numerous, new features are constantly presenting themselves to those 
engaged in the consideration of the requirements of the sick and help- 
less. 

The year, just past, has not been an exception to the rule. It has 
witnessed the beginning and completion of extensive repairs, which 
has placed at the disposal of the Training School for nurses, a Home 
which for appearance and serviceability is second to none. 

The repairs necessary to render the building lately used as the 
Riverside Hospital habitable, as the Home for the pupils of the 
Charity and Maternity Training School, were commenced on the 1st 
of April, 1886, completed on the 15th of September, and occupied by 
the School on the 29th of September. 

The total capacity of the Home in beds is 51, the present number 
of beds is 44, number of nurses on duty 42, and rooms in the build- 
ing 36. 

This includes the rooms of the managers, of the superintendent, the 
sitting or lecture room, the dining & kitchen, with bath and linen 
rooms and water closets. The building is in perfect order, is^ well 
lighted, heated and ventilated. 

The managers of the School have been Dr. James F. Ferguson, 
chairman ; Dr. John J. Eeid, Dr. Thomas H. Allen, and Dr. Edward 
L. Partridge. 

The total immber of applicants from Apr. 1st to Dec. 31st 1886, was 81 

l^amber appo'mted during dame period 22 

Rejected on piiyscal or written examination 30 

62 

65 

Number of applications on file, Jan. 1st, 1887 29 

Number of pupils in school 42 

Diplomas granted on expiration of term 24 

Remaining 18 

Appointed during the year to fill vacancies 24 

Remaining Jan. 1st, 1887 42 

Number under charge of managers, but not under instruction 6 

48 
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At the request of the Managers, lectures have been delivered by 
Dr. F* N. Otis, Surgeon to Charity ; Dr. J. A, Andrews, Ophthalmic 
Surgeon to Charity ; Dr. K H. Grandin, Surgeon to Maternity Hospi- 
tal ; Dr. Thomas H. Manly, Surgeon to Alms House and Work 
House Hospitals, Dr. Maurice N. Miller, Curator, Charity Hospital 

Owing to the attention given to the School by the Managers, its 
discipline is of a high standard, the nurses are faithful, obedient, 
and evince a desire to be a credit to the School after graduation. 

The pavilions (4 in all) attached to the Hospital, have been com- 
pletely overhauled, painted and kalsomined. They now present a cheer- 
ful aspect The roofs have also received attention, and do not admit 
any water ; this is also true of the entire roof of the Hospital, which 
was in a very bad condition last spring. 

The sanitary condition of the Hospital has been very good, and 
the heating apparatus which has been well tested is good, as far as 
it goes, but in extreme cold weather the amount of steatn furnished 
through the building is insufficient to heat the wards properly, and 
I would therefore recommend the necessity of an additional boiler. 
The ventilation in the wards and through the building is excellent, 
the old water closets with few exceptions have been removed, and in 
their places new ones, of the Mott's Demorest No. 1 pattern are be- 
ing put up, which is a great improvement. 

I have had all the bath-rooms and water closets thoroughly white- 
washed, and painted, and throughout the building the ceiling white- 
washed or kalsomined, and several of the wards painted. The cellar 
has been kept in good order, clean and regularly white washed. 
I have caused several brick walks to be laid, connecting the different 
pavilions. 

The window sashes through the Hospital are in a bad condition, 
and should be replaced by new ones. They leak, and in extreme cold 
weather are a factor in causing low temperature in all the wards. 

On August 21»t, at 415 P. M., fire was discovered in the Hospital. 
I proceeded immediat^'Jy t^i the dome of the main building where the 
fire originated, and HHHiHUui by the House StaflF and employes, attach- 
ed the hose to the hydrant and directed a stream of water on the 
burning portion, at the same time Winding out an alarm to the fire 
department Before the airival of the fire engines I had the fire 
under control, and together with the prompt action of the fire depart- 
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ment atid of the employes of the Hospital, the fire was extinguished 
with but little damage, which otherwise might be accompanied with 
serious loss. The origin of the fire I cannot account for, the greater 
part of the damage done was by water, and the necessary cutting 
away and chopping which chiefly accompanies a fire. The ceilings of 
the three floors came down, I had them all promptly attended to, plas- 
tered, kalsomined and painted, the Doctor's Hall, Matron's and 
Warden's rooms all put into thorough order. 

As a facility for reaching top of dome, I would suggest to your 
Hon. Board, that two iron ladders be placed against Cupola, the 
ends resting on east and west root of Hospital, thereby making access 
both safe and easy ; and also an iron ladder in place of a wooden one 
now inside of dome. I have also caused a scuttle to be cut through 
the root 

I have had the room?«, lately occupied by nurses, thoroughly cleans- 
ed, kalsomined and plastered. The orderlies, who had no sleeping 
accommodations, other than the wards, have been supplied. 

Previous to assuming the duties of Warden, I personally conduct- 
ed a complete inventory of the department property throughout the 
Institution, and have since held the several Nurses and Orderlies to 
a strict accountability for same. This has resulted in considerable 
saving, and the wards are much better supplied, and in a more 
systematic manner than formerly. 

All the principal work and repairs done at this Institution, for the 
past year, has been performed by convalescent, penitentiary, and 
work house help. 

I respectfully call your attention to the necessity of having pitched 
on the grounds, for severe surgical operations, a tent similar to that 
now in use at Bellevue Hospital. 

The supplies for the maintenance of the inmates which your Hon. 
Board have sent to this Institution, for the past year, have been of 
good quality and in every instance abundant. 

There are at present 6 Kitchens in use at this Institution, viz : 
No. 1. The Medical Staff-Kitchen, which has been altered from a 
general one to the exclusive use of Doctors, and under the special 
management of Warden. 
No. 2. Family Kitchen, which is used by Warden, Matron, Super- 
vising Nurse, etc. 
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Ko. 3. Nurses* Elitchen, lately established at their new Home. 

No. 4 Corporation Kitchen, for general use of patients amd conval- 
escent help. 

No. 5. Kitchen for Orderlies and employes. 

No. 6. Extra Diet Kitchen. A new supply of cooking utensils has 
been furnished for it, a trained nurse is in regular attendance at the 
range daily, preparing delicacies. 

Charity Hospital has as complete an Extra Diet Kitchen as any 
Hospital of like character. Dining rooms have also been provided 
for each, Doctors, Nurses, Officers, Orderlies, etc. 

The Libraries of the Protestant and Catholic Missions are freely 
used by the patients, and the kindly visits of these missionaries, to- 
gether with the visits of the ladies of the Flower and Fruit Missions, 
tend to soften the burden of the sick and smooth the pillow of the 
afflicted. 

The religious wants of our patients have been faithfully attended 
to by the clergymen appointed. To the Eev. Fathers Uuranquet and 
Desribes, and Eev. Gustav Mayer, I tender my sincere thanks for the 
kindness which they have extended in all our official relations. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the sick is weekly offered to the 
Guild of St. Elizabeth and the Bible and Fruit Missions, for the com- 
fort and delicacies so freely furnished by them. 

I have also to thank Mr. R. R. Jenkins for a large supply of books, 
magazines and pamphlets, sent for the use of the sick, and to the 
Kadcliffe Dramatic Company for an entertainment given by them in 
this Hospital. 

We have to deplore the loss, by death, of the Rev. Rowland Hill 
Bourne, Protestant Episcopal Chaplain, who departed this life on 
August 4th, 1886. He died full of years, and came to his reward 
"like as a shock of corn cometh in in its season." His quiet and 
gentle love, his unassu>ning manner, endeared him to all who came 
to him for the consolation of religion. 

I recommend that your Hon. Loard direct that his name be enter- 
ed on the tablet of this Hospital, as one who died in the discharge 
of duty. 

It has been my desire to work in unison with the Medical Board, 
in the change made in the management of the Hospital, and I have 
reason to believe from their expressions of approval, that the substi- 
tution hao been of benefit, and that my endeavors have met with their 
ganction. 
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To the Committee of Inspection, to the Managers of the Training 
School, and to each member of the Medical Board, I offer mj sincere 
thanks for the kind manner in which they have aided me, and thus 
rendered possible my desire to place this Institution on an equal 
standing with any in the Department. 

The House Staff and Assistants have been faithful and con- 
scientious in the discharge of their several duties. For the courtesy 
at all times shown to me and for their kindness to the patients placed 
tmder their care, I desire to return my sincere thanks. 

To the Officers, Orderlies, Employees and Nurses, I return thanks 
for the manner in which they have co-operated with me in perfor- 
mance of duty. 

To Mr. James MacYey, engineer, much credit is due for the skill 
and promptness with which the work of his department has been ac- 
complished. 

The Apothecary's shop is in good working order ; requisitions are 
filled promptly, and the supply of drugs is satisfactory to the Medi- 
cal Board. 

So far as puerperal fever is concerned, the success of the Mater- 
nity Hospital has been good ; there have been but a few sliglit cuhch, 
and of the five deaths, two were due to septic trouble. The pavilion, 
before mentioned in the report, for the "waiting women," has proved 
the wise judgment of your Hon. Board, in thus aiding the memberH 
of the Maternity Hospital in battling with fever and sepsis. 

I have endeavored, since my appointment on April 1st last, Uf 
carry out the instructions and forward the intentions of your Hon. 
Board, in conducting the affairs of this Institution. 

I return to your Hon. Board my grateful tlianks for the aid and 
counsel you have given me in the discharge of my duties, and trust, 
by their faithful performance in the managem^rnt plac«'/<l iii my 
charge, to merit a continuance of the confidence rh\}(miA in rue, 

I beg to remain. 

Tours very respectfully, 

liOBEKT Y^OVjYAHH, 

War4f:n, 
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TABLR A. 

General Siaiement—Charittf BofpUol, 18M. 



1886. 



Remaining Dec 31, 1885 

Admitted 

Total 

Discharged 

Died 

Total 

R<»mainin$( Dec. 31, 1886 



Wbitb. 



3B 



468 



m. 

E 



323 



3872 2595 



4340 



3535 



340 



2918 



2344 
244 



3>75 



465 



25K8 



330 



0>li>bsdl 






26 



26 



22 
2 



24 



t 

'3 

S 



26 



27 



23 



26 



5 

o 



792 
6519 



7311 



5924 



589 



6513 



798 



t 



S18 
2447 



2766 



21« 



2424 



S41 



€74 
4072 



4546 



S716 
S7S 



457 



Per centage of mortality on Dumber treated 8 05. 
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TABLE 0. 

Extra Diet v»ued to jyatientH during the year 1886. 



1886. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total , 



o 

s 

► 
< 



781 
833 
833 
799 
776 
731 
762 
696 
660 
668 
727 
750 



9004 






a 



OSS OSS 



13857 
13666 
15593 
12022; 

I 

77851 
7146 
8234 
9361 
7850 
7902 
9257 
11334 



123996 



2896 
2574 
2330 
28.50 
2099 
2188 
2828 
2964 
2128 
1994 
2749 
2966 



80566 



• 

Pts 

1509 


M 


1 


t 

9 
CD 

OSS 


1 

Oraokers. 


• 

1 


1 


1 




Pts 


No 


OSS 


Pts 


No 


Pts 


84939 


25750 


^ 13358 


22712 


11366 


11607 


12538 


1551 


33951 


25134 


13199 


28427 


10917 


11868 


13S80 


1653 


37134 


26491 


14491 


25575 


12243 


18246 


18496 


1464 


30163 


14817 


10615 


135C6 


6997 


6693 


914S 


692 


22075 


130C6 


7178 


6592 


179 


871 


8946 


614 


21227 


12131 


6843 


6371 


168 


262 


8968 


753 


23944 


9507 


8313 


7742 


362 


868 


4864 


649 


25758 


10382 


8669 


8347 


619 


1031 


6869 


578 


22568 


10713 


7165 


6896 


431 


882 


4084 


645 


21631 


11808 


7065 


7260 


411 


846 


4849 


478 


24444 


13133 


7916 


8272 


492 


843 


614S 


976 
11592 


26997 


13647 


8620 


9057 


782 


1063 


6713 


324836 


186439 


113482 


145757 


43817 


49563 


83816 
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TABLE D. 

Oeneral Statement — HospUcHfor Nenxms Diseases, 1886. 





1886. 


White. 


Colored. 


• 

3 

o 








1 

03 


1 

a 

FE4 




3 

pE4 


• 

d 


Remaining Dec. 
Admitted 


31, 1885 


35 
142 
177 




1 

• ■ 

1 




36 
112 
178 
135 
8 
143 


24 
73 
97 

77 

4 

81 


12 
69 


Total 


81 








Discharged . . . 


134 

8 

142 

35 




1 

• • 

1 




58 


Died 

Total 


4 
62 




. 31, 188C 




Remaining Dec 


• • 




35 


16 


19 









i 




■nSlBjoj 


- ; - 








- , 






- 


II 


■UB-K 


i - - 






■ - 






- 


■I»lox 


- - » 




- 


- - 






• 


i 


■dlBcnaji 




















■BoniH 






















•MIBOIBJ 








1 


aaisn 


- - " 




- 


- - 






• 




■aaiMoa 


• - - - 


I^-I--' 


. . „ . 


s 


■m™ 


• = 3 - 


.... 


E: 


■moj 


SK23'-S"*3:3a2 


S 


1 


■Ba[oniaj 














-BdlHH 


i - - ; - 










4 


» 

» 


■aa^aax 












■saisn 


SS^'-'-'SSSS 


s 










1 


naiOMj 




s 


-9M.1.S 




« « 3 


..... 


s 


■IS.OJ, 


S S ! 3 


" S K 3 2 


3 




■9B1H«,BJ 
















■»!.« 


H " i 














- 


■BOmniBa 










■saiVH 


SSSS--S»3 = 5S 


3 




1 




iii, 


s 


, 




j 1 

L 






i 





Ckmfittemente, Births and Dealha in 


MaiernHy Ho^nial in 1886. 


1886. 




= 1 

1" 


•si 


^1 

^1 


Jan 


45 

41 
39 
32 
46 
37 
51 
43 
37 
31 
38 
33 


42 
37 
36 
29 
45 
34 
51 
39 
34 
28 
34 
31 






Febma^v;.".".;:;:: ::: 


1 


April 
























October 





December 


1 


Totol 


472 


440 


38 
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Twine ^x Uines. 
Nativity ofPatienls AdmilUtd to Charily Hospital during 1886. 



Conn try. 


1 


1 
1 


Country, 


i 

3S67 
2 
2 
2 

I 

5 

3 

1 

1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 


1 


Uniied States 


I60J 
13.>7 
423 
165 
163 
51 
30 
lb 
32 
27 
23 
Ifi 
11 
11 
5 
11 
9 


257 
127 
18 
33 
2.^ 
23 
ID 
9 
8 
12 
9 
4 

7 

1 
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Brought torward 


2603 
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Holland 




















































































3857 


2603 











Gnmd total 6619 
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NatiuUy of Patients Admitted to Hoitpiial/or Nei^vovs Diseases. 



Brought forward, 
Canada 



United States 73 

Ireland 26 

Germany 22 Nova Scotia. 

England 5 



Italy. 
Austria.. 
Sweden . 
Bohemia 



Holland. . . 
6 France . . . 
2 Portugal.. 
1 ' Russia . . . . 
1 Roumania. 



135 



Carried forward 135 



Total 



142 



Nativity of those who Died in Charity Hoipital during 1886. 



Country. 



United States 

Ireland 

Germany 

England. 

Italy 

Scotland . . . 

Canada 

Sweden 

Bohemia 

Spain 

Norway 



Carried forward. 






126 

115 

55 

15 

8 



00 

"3 
S 



90 

105 

22 

11 

3 



1 1 



Country. 



6 


4 


2 


5 


2 


1 





3 


2 








2 


331 


246 ■ 

1 



Brought forward 



France 

Austria 

Switzerland 
Denmarlv.. . 

Russia 

Greece 

Poland 

China 

East Indies. 
Holland . . . . 



Total 



03 



331 
2 



342 



-3 
S 



246 




1 






247 



Grand total 589 



Nativity o/ Patients who Died in Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 

Males. 

United States 4 

Ireland 2 

Austria 1 

Italy 1 

Total 8 
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Diseasen Causing Death in Charity Hospital, 1886. 



Arthritis Suppurative, Endocarditis, 

Chronic 1 

Ascites, Cirrhosis Liver, Mitral Regurgi- 
tation 1 

Ascites, Bright's Disease, Chronic 1 

" ** Morbus Coxarius. 1 

Atelectasis Congenital 2 

** Pulmonum 2 

'* Cyanosis 1 

Alcoholism, Asthenia. 4 

** Delirium Tremens, Heart 

Failure 1 

Alcoholism, Paralysis, Asthenia 1 

•* Heart Failure 1 

** Collapse 1 

Apoplexy Celebral, Asthenia 4 

Asphyxia, Cardiac Failure 1 

Abscess Perityphilitic, Perforation Cae- 
cum 1 

Abscess Brain, Phelo-Nephritis 1 

" Cerebro Spinal Meningitis 1 

Abscess Abdominalis, Asthenia. 1 

" Liver, Chronic Dysentery 1 

" Spine, Debility, SenUity 1 

'' Inguinal, Excessive Suppura- 
tion, Debility 1 

Asthma, Bronchitis, Apnaea 1 

Bronchitis, Asthenia 1 

** Capillary, Senihty 1 

** Atelectasis 1 

** Emphysema, Senility 1 

Brighfs Disease, Asthenia 15 

" Oedema Lungs 6 

" Uraemia 7 

** Gastritis, Chronic 1 

** Atrophy of Heart Tissue 1 
<< Greneral Anasarca, Ap- 
naea 2 

<* General Anasarca, Ura- 

mia. Coma 1 

»* Senectus 1 

«* Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1 

•* Bronchitis 1 

«* Cardiac Failure 1 

« Mitral Regurgitation ... 1 
«« ** Insu^ Stricture 

Rectum 1 

" Hepatitis, (Edema of 

Lungs. 1 

•« Cirrhofeis Liver, Dilata- 

tion Hearty Cranial 

Exostosis 1 

♦^ CirrfaosiB Liver, Urae- 
mia, Coma, 1 

f Organic Heart Disease 1 

«« Endocarditis 1 

«« " chronic, ul- 

oeratiye 1 

** Hypertrophy of Heart, 

Apnaea 2 



Bright's Disease, Phthisis 

" TuL»erculosis, 

** Pieuritis 

" Dilatation of Heart, 

Uraemia. 

" Fatly Degeneration of 

Heart and Kidney. . . 

** Abscess of Liver 

Bronchocele, Asphyxia 

Bronchopneumonia, Atelectasis 

** Opthalma Purulent, Ab- 
scess of Scalp 

Bilious Remittent Fever, Pneumonia, Car- 
diac Failure 

Carcinomatous Infiltration, General 

Pieuritis Chronic. 

Carcinoma Uteri, Asthenia. 

" Oesaphagus, ^ old gunshot 
wound of liead, Nephritis, Epilepsy. . . 

Carcinoma Face, Asthenia 

Liver and Lung, Fistula 

*' Bright's, Atrophy of 

Heart. 

• " Asthenia. 

General, Asthenia 

Rectum 

Glands of Neck, Inanition . . 

Chronic Interstitial HepiUitis 

Cyanosis 

" Cerebral Congestion 

** Heart Failure 

Convulsions Infantile, Apnaea 

Cardiac, Bright*s Disease 

Cardiac Failure, Mitral Insufl. Oedema 



It 

K 

H 
H 
(( 
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Lungs. 



Cardiac Failure, General Debility 

Cerebral Hemorrhage 

'' " Atheroma of blood 

vessels 

Celebral Embolism, Coma 

Cirhosis Liver, Uraemia. 

Coroner's Case (unknown) 

(Puerperal Peritonitis). . . 

( Anaesthesea) 

(Paralysis limb and 

tongue) 

Coroner's Case (Cardiac Thrombosis). . . 

(Tyi>hoid Fever) 

(Peritonitis, Ulcers, Legs) 
(Diarrh(£a, Ischio-rectal 

abscess) 

Coroner's Case (Bright's Disease, Heart 

Disease) . 

Coroner's Case, Bronchitis, Intro-Capsu- 

lar Fracture, femur 

Coroner's Case (Alcoholism) 

Dropsy, Greneral Debility 

Dilatation of Heart, Cirrchosis Liver 

" " Cardiac Failure 

'' Oesophagus Strangulation, 
Incarcerated Hernia. 



i( 



i< 



II 



II 
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II 



II 



II 



II 



II 
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Diaeues ctttuing Death in Charity HoapiUd. — Continued. 



• • t • 



•4 

II 



DyipepsU, Asthenia. 

I^santery, Chronic, Asthenia . . 

« Blight's Disease, Uraemia 

** DeiBiity,... 

Erjsipdas, Alcoholism 

•* Face 

'' " Oedema Langs 

" *< Head and Back 

*' Leg, Alcoholism 

" Back and Face, Meningiitis.. . . 
** Gangrene of Leg, Asthenia. . . 

Emphysema, Broncbitis 

Fatty Deg. of Heart 

Fractare Neck Femar, Senil- 
ity, Debility 

Empyema, Asthenia 

** Pleurisy, Pneumonia 

Epithelioma of Neck, Asthenia 

Epithelioma of Face and Neck 

Enteritis, (Diarrhoeal) Collapse 

Embolism, Atheroma, Basilar acd Cere- 
bral Arterie.4, Oedema Lungs 

Endocarditis, Apnaea 

*« General Debility 

•* Dilatation of Heart 

** Pyopericarditis, Heart Fail- 
ure 

Endocarditis, Aortic and Mitral Insufl., 

Chronic Nephritis 

Flbrls Intermittent, Syphilitic Dyscrasla. 

Gangrene of Scrotum and Penis 

Grcnerai Debility, Asthenia 

Senility 

** Heart Failure. . 
Heart Disease, Organic. Heart Failure. . 

Nephritis 

Aortic and Mitral Regur- 
gitation 

Heart Disease, Cardiac Failure 

** Dyspnoea 

Gastritis, acute 

Hydrocephalus, Entero-Colltls 

Hemorrhage at Base of Brain (Injury). . . 
** of Neck, Suppurative Cer- 
vical Adenitis, Colla{)se 

Hepatitis, Endocarditis, Ascitis 

Inanition 

Inter-Capsular Fracture of Ulp, Shock. . 
Indigestion, Hydrocephalous, Spurious. . 

JauiSilce, Chrhosis Liver 

Lead Poisoning, Oedema Lungs 

Mitral Regurgitation, Chronic NephrlUs, 

Dyspnoea ... 

Meningitis Simple, Asthenia 

** Tubercular 

•* Tumor of Scalp 

** Cerebral, Erysipelas of hand. 
** Simple, Fatty Heart, Endo- 
carditis 

Myelitis, Asthenia 



II 
II 



14 
II 



li 



II 
II 



1 

3 









Myelitis, Transverse, Apnoea. . I 

** Traumatic, Paraplegia^ Qystttis, 

Bed sores 1 

Nephritis Chronic 1 

Cystitis, Bed sons 1 

Endocarditis 1 

Cardiac Failure, (Edema Lniiga 1 

Pyelitis, Cystitis, Fatty Heart 1 

Pleuriov, Empyema 1 

" Heart Failure 2 

" Pneumonia, Alcoholic Mania, 

Ulcers of Anus and Vulva 1 

Philiisis, Asthenia TB04 

Enteritis 1 

" Bed Sores, Chronic Diarrhoea.. 1 

Oedema Lur.g 2S 

Intestinal Ulcer, Hemorrhage.. 1 

; " Oedema Vulva . 1 

' " Senilily l 

Debility 1 

Inanition 1 

" Chronic Parenchymatous Neph- 
ritis 3 

Phthisis, Bright's Disease 10 

•* Chrhosis Liver, 

Ascitis 1 

Phthisis, Laryngitis t 

" Diarrhoea 8 

Mitral InsuflF 3 

Cellulitis leg 1 

♦* DebUity 1 

" Mitral Insufficiency 1 

'■ Alcoholism 4 

" Dysentery, Chronic 2 

Fistula in Ano 1 

" Iliac Abscess 1 

" Abscess of Elbow 1 

" Meninj^itls. 2 

" Peritonitis . 1 

" llerr.optysls 2 

'* Broncmtis 1 

Laryngitis, Tubercular 1 

" ♦* and Paryngltis 1 

" Heart Disease, Cirrhosis Liver. . I 

" Dypnea 1 

" Tubercular Kidney, Uraemia. . . 1 

" Pneumonia, Heart Failure. .... 2 

" Paralysis. 1 

" ** Aortlclnsufficlency. . 1 

" Laryngeal, Tuberculosis, Tumor 1 

Syphilis. 4 

" " Pneumonia 1 

Ulcer leg 1 

" Carcinoma of Breast 1 

' Typhoid Fever 1 

" Stricture Urethra 1 

" Opium Habit 1 

" Emphysema 1 

»' Endocarditis I 



I 
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diseases Causing Death in Charity Hospital. — Continued. 



^"dropneumothorax, Fatty Li- 

'Ver 

^^ephritis. lai^e waxy Kidney. . 

Pleurisy, Acute 

Cirrhosis Liver 

Chronic Gastritis 

Grangrene of Lungs 

^right*8 Disease, Fatty Degen- 
eration of Heart 

-Aortic btenocis, Mitral Insuffi- 
ciency 

^ia, Asthenia 

Lobar, Asttienia 

Cirrhasis, Syphilis Tertiary. 
Pleurisy, Oedema Lungs . . 
Duplex, Bright's, Renal Cal- 
culus 

Duplex, Senility 

Amyloid Degeneration Liver, 

Syphilis 

Bright's Disease, Cardiac Hy. 

pertroyhy 

Bright's Disease, Fatty Heart. 
** Cirrhosis Liver 

Oedema Lungs 

Meningitis Acute 

Alcoholism, Cirrhosis Liver. . 
igia. Myelitis, Enteritis, Necrosis 

Ja 

brosis. Asthenia 

ital Cellutitis and Abscess, Amy- 

)egen. Kidneys 

are Birth 

** Marasmus 

leningitis, Interna 

Alcoholism 

urn. Cystic Degeneration Kid- 

Kepatitis, acute 

•um, Acute Dysentery 

'al Eclampsia (operation) shock. . 
Mania, Inanition, Bed sores.. 

ills. Intestinal Perforation 

do Obstruction 



Peritonitis, Puerperal Bright's Septi- 

caema 1 

Rupture Aortic Yalve. Bright's Endocar- 
ditis 

Rupture Aneurism Abdominal Aorta. . . 
Scalds of Buttocks and Thighs, Erysipe- 
las Face, shock 

Syphilitic Cerebral Meningitis 

Syphilis, Asthenia 

do Tertiary, Brighf s, Cirrhosis, Pe- 
ritonitis 

Syphilis, Tertiary, Dysentery. 

do Congenital 

do do Enteritis. 

do do Umbilical Hemonrh- 

age 

Syphilis Congenital, Premature Ifirth .... 
Shock, (operation for cystic degenera- 
tion left ovary) 

Stricture Urethra, retention of uriiM^ 

Uramia (operation) 

Senectus, Bronchitis 

** Asthenia 

Sarcoma Labia M^jora » 

Senility, Diarrhoea, Bed Sore^ Old Syno- 

ritis 

Senile gangrene of leg 

** Debility, heart failiure, bronchitis. 

Suppurative interstitial nephritis 

Typhoid fever, A&thenia , 

Tetanus, gangrenous ulcers legs, aJcho- 

holism 

Tuberculosis, general, Asthenia 

" Alcoholism 

Pulmonalis, acute 

" contusion of hip. . 
Amyloid and fatty degen- 
eration 

Bright's disease 

Miliary, cronic nephritis... 
Ulcer leg, chronic diarrhoea, seneoUiB. .. 

Total 689 
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Diseases Causing Death in Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 



1 Apoplexy. 



<4 



1 

Alcoholism 1 

Hemorrhage, softening of brain . 1 

jgia. Icterus, Debility *....... 1 

tis Chronic, Alcoholism 1 

Carried forward 6 



Brought forward 6 

Phthisis, Epilepsy , 1 

*' Hemiple^a 1 

" Pneumonia Lobar 1 



Total 
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ttOMCEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, W. 1. 



January Ist, 1887. 
Hon. Hbnbt H. Porter, 

PreKident Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — I have the honor to transmit herewith the twelfth Annual 
Beport of the Homoeopathic Hospital, for the year ending December 
31st, 1886. 

The general summary of the whole number of patients treated and 
the results are as follows : 

Number in the Hospital, January 1st, 1886 368 

" admitted during the year 3,365 



Total 3,733 

Number discharged, cured 1,487 

*' " improved 1,399 

** ** unimproved 176 

* * died 279 



Total 3,341 

Number remaining January 1st, 1887 392 

The Statistics in full will be found in the tables of the appendix 
herewith transmitted. 

During the past year our Hospital has been free from any epidemic 
disease with one exception. One patient was found, a few days after 
admission, to be suffering with small-pox. He was promptly removed 
by the officials of the Board of Health, the ward thoroughly disinfected, 
and all who had been in contact with him were vaccinated. No evil 
results followed. 

On August 15th, Ernest Von Weyhe, the Orderly of the Surgical 
ward, died. Although suffering from laryngeal phthisis, he remain- 
ed on duty until within a few days of his death. He was a faithful 
employee, a careful and kind nurse ; respected by all while living, 
and mourned when dead. 



IMPBOVEMENTS. 

During the past year a new hot-water tank has been placed in tlie 
building, and extensive repairs made to the boilers in the engine 
room, in order to make them serviceable during the present winter. 
Your Hon. Board desired to replace these boilers with new ones, du- 
ring the past year, but was prevented from doing so, on account of 
not receiving the appropriation asked for. The necessity for new 
boilers is imperative. New water-closets, bathtubs and trappings, 
have been placed in Wards Or and H, and the bath-room of the fe- 
male employees. 

Wards JF and G have been painted and talsomined throughout, 
while the entire building has had more or less extensive repairs to 
doors, windows, stairways, flooring and ceilings, under the supervi- 
sion of the Steward. 

Two large, heavy doors have been made in our carpenter shop for 
cor boiler house. 

INSANE DEPARTMENT. 

At the last report there were 149 patients in this Department. 
During the year we have received from New York City Lunatic 
Asylum, 14, making the whole number under treatment 163. Of this 
number 10 have died, 1 was re-transferred to the Lunatic Asylum, 
and 2 have been discharged, unimproved, at the request of friends, 
leaving in our care at this date 150. The patients have aided, so far 
as they were able, in making and repairing a number of garments for 
use in this Department. Some of the patients being destructive, and 
a few others suffering with vesical and rectal incontineniie, while a 
very large majority of the number are incapable of doing any work, 
adds very much to the labor of taking care of them, and leaves the 
general ward work, in which they are supposed to take part, to be 
done by a very few. 

Visitors, seeing the quiet appearance of these patients, and know- 
ing that we have only those suffering from chronic conditions, express 
their surprise or disapproval that they are not employed at some 
work. Not a single patient sent to us in the past two years, has been 
able to do any work, although presenting a fair appearance of health 
and of quiet manners. We hope the General Superintendent of the 
Insane, who has but lately received this appointment, will enable us 
to make a better showing in the next report. 
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trhe addition of new tables and beuobeB during tbe past year has 
added very mucb to tbe appearance of tbe ward, and a generous sup- 
ply of wicker cbairs bave given comfort to tbose wbo were siok and 
infirm. 

INEBRIATE ASYLUM. 

Last year we were able to report tbis Department witbont any in- 
mates. During tbe year we bave received one inmate wbo still re- 
mains witb us. Tbe same deartb of interest bangs over tbis Depart- 
ment as of yore. 

MEDICAL BOARD. 

Tbe Officers of tbe Board remain tbe same as in previous year& 

During tbe past year Drs. H. H. Tinker, W. Peterson, 8. J. Donald- 
son, and B. G. Carleton, baving resigned their positions, tbe vacancies 
were filled by tbe appointments of Drs. H. I. Ostrom, Malcolm Leal, 
W. Y. Cowl, and Malcolm Cameron. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

Tbe Rev. Fatbers Duranquet and Galinas, and Rev. Messrs, Wen_ 
man and Williams, together witb Mr. Lewis Hadden, of Harlem, bave, 
as in preceding; years, conducted tbe regular religious services of tbe 
Hospital. Again we willingly and gratefully acknowledge tbe ser- 
vices of tbe Rev. Father Pracbensky, and Rev. Mr. Gemdt, of tbe 
Emigration Department, when our own chaplains could not be reacbed 

Tbe ladies of the Bible and Fruit Mission, and those of Si Andrew's 
Guild, of Harlem, bave paid us stated visits, comforting tbe sick 
witb every delicacy, and cheering the dying with hopeful words. Tbe 
Flower Mission decorated our wards at the Christmas Season, and 
distributed bountifully of fruits and flowers during tbe year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Tbe slate roof over tbe chapel and a portion of tbe female ward, 
which was carefully repaired last year, has again given away in 
portions, exposed as it is to the severest storms of winter, and needs 
extensive repairs. 

General repairs are required to outer doors, window casings, and 
brick work, over a large portion of the building, which now begins 
to show tbe eflfects of some years exposure to the storms of winter 
and tbe beat of summer. Each year adds to the destruction going 
on and to tbe necessity for more extensive repairs. While new water- 
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closets and bathtubs have been put in position during the past year, 
as in previous years, the improvement has only been, in a certain 
sense, external The piping has still remained as before, to become 
each year more corroded, or blocked with accumulations incident to 
their use. Our plumbing and steam fittings should be replaced by new 
materials throughout a large portion of the building, and our sewers 
examined and relaid. A portion of our fire escapes remain without 
exits, and should be attended to. 

The need for a separate building for the accommodation of the 
Work-house help, and the workshops still exists. 

The evils arising from our limited tank capacity are every day more 
apparent. Increased bathing facilities for the female patients are 
greatly needed. A portion of the cellar can be utilized for this pur- 
pose, at the expense of the materials. 

The experience of the past year has shown that our present lighting 
facilities, are, in many res])ects, inadequate. This is especially no- 
ticeable in the chapel, kitchens, dining rooms, and private rooms of 
the employees and members of the Staff. The facts seem to be as 
follows: either we are not getting the light of 16 candles, or 16 
candles-power is not sufficient, or the use of the light is proving 
detrimental to our sight, and we are constantly requiring stronger 
light. The lamps when first placed in position seem to yield a good 
light, but by degrees the glass becomes dim and the light weaker. 
At times the general effect of the light will be as brilliant and service- 
able as the most captious might require, but the effect is transient 
and soon over. 

Our isolated position has made us the recipient of chronic cases of 
disease only, and we could not claim anything but a fair proportion 
in the number and kind of these cases. With the opening year, how- 
ever, your new receiving Hospital in this portion of the city will be 
ready for patients. 

I would earnestly urge the claims of this Institution to receive its 
proportion of the cases which may be transferred to other Hospitals. 
These claims are rendered more effective when we consider our near- 
ness to the Hospital ; the daily connection between the two points, 
by the boats of your Department ; the fact that the inmates will 
be taken from this portion of the City and their friends residents 
thereof; the isolated position of our building, with its agreeable 
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ranoandings, and remoTed from the noise of the City ; the additional 
interest attached to the work in the wards firom the presence of acute 
forms of disease and accidents, and its effects upon the Visiting and 
House Staff. 

Becognizing the heroism displayed by those who Iiave died in the 
discharge of duty, within the wards of your hospitals, your Hon- 
Board has engraven their names on Memorial stones. While the 
death of Dr. C. N. Brautigam, one of the members of our House Staff, 
occurred before my appointment as Chief of Staff, and may not be 
within the province of this report, yet knowing the moral effect of 
such an act, I venture to bring the matter before you at this time, 
and repeat the recommendation of my predecessor in his annual 
report, that a suitable tablet, commemorative of his death, be placed 
within the Hospital, where it may point the &kct, that those who suc- 
cumb in the fight with the hidden enemy in the wards of a Hospital 
are no more forgotten than are those who meet the enemy of their 
country in open battle. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

During the past year, as in preceding ones, our demands upon you 
have been promptly met, so far as it was in your power to satisfy 
them. Our supplies have been bountiful in quantity and good in 
quality. 

To the members of the Medical Board our thanks are due for their 
aid and counsel in matters professional, and foi their prompt atten- 
tion to extra calls upon them, in the service of the HospitaL The 
well-tried officials, Messrs. T. E. Sutton, Steward; T. F. Murray, En- 
gineer; W. H. Lefferts, Clerk; and Mrs. Ellen Loughlin, Supervising 
Nurse, have each, in their proper line of duty, labored for the best 
interests of your Department and the HospitaL To them and to the 
employees, who have remained faithful to duty throughout the year, 
my official acknowledgments of services rendered are due. 

Miss Markstein, of New York, Mrs. Hiscox, of Brooklyn, and the 
members of the Medical Board and their friends, have, at different 
times, furnished entertainments for the inmates, all serving to lighten, 
for a time, the dull routine and saddening influence of hospital life. 

With an earnest desire to administer the affairs of the Hospital 

in a manner which shall be satisfactory to your Hon. Board, this 

report is 

Kespectfully submitted, 

T. M. STRONG, 
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TABLE in 

Enumeraiton of Diseasea treated during the year 1886. 

MEDICAL DEPAETMENT. 



Aloohollsmus 187 

Anasarca generalis 8 

Angina pectoris 2 

▲poplezla oerebralls 9 

Arthritis rheumatlca 6 

Ascites 6 

Asthenia generalis 85 

Asthenia senilis 27 

Asthma 16 

Bronchitis catarrhalis acuta 60 

Bronchitis catarrhalis chronica 122 

Oerebri oongestio 10 

Oerebri mollities atrophica 3 

COiolera morbus 4 

Cirrhosis J ednoris 10 

Congestlo Jecinoris 3 

Oonstipatio 8 

Cysto-paralysls 10 

Diabetes mellitus 1 

Emphysema 6 

Empyema 2 

Endocarditis acuta 5 

Enteritis catarrhalis acuta 24 

Enteritis catarrhalis chronica 34 

Epilepsia 12 

Epistaxis 2 

Febris enterica 6 

7ebris Intermittens 162 

Febris perniciosa remittens 3 

Gastritis acuta 9 

Gastritis chronica 36 

Gastro-duodenitls 3 

Hemoptysis 7 

Hemiplegia 26 

Hepatitis acuta 6 

Hypertrophia cordis 4 

Icterus 8 

Insolatio ; 7 

Laryngitis acuta 6 

Laryngitis chronica 9 

Lambago 27 

Malingering 18 

Marasmna 4 

Meningitis simplex 2 

Morbl TalTarum cordis 61 



Carried forward. 



.1010 



Brought forward 

Myalgia 

Myelitis 

Nephritis interstltialls chronica 

Nephritis parenchymatosa acuta 

Nephritis parenchymatosa chronica. 

Neuralgia faciei 

Neuralgia interoostalls 

Neurasthenia 

Onanism 

Palpitatio cordis 

Paralysis agltans 

Paraplegia 

Peritonitis sub-acuta 

miaryngitls chronica 

Pharyngitis catarrhalis chronica 

Pharyngitis granulosa hypertrotdiica. 

Phthisis pulm. catarrhalis acuta 

Phthisis pulm. catarrhalis chronica . 
Phthisis pulm. catarrhalis in< ipiens . 

Phthisis pulm. fibrosa 

Phthisis pulm. tuberculosa acuta 

Phthisis pulm. tuberculosa chronica, 
mithisis pulm. tuberculo a inoipieiis. 

Pleuritls acuta 

Pleurltis chronica 

Pleurodynia 

Pleuro-pneumonia 

Pneumonitis catarrhalis acuta 

Pneumonitis crouposa acuta 

Pneumothorax 

Bheumatismus artic ac 

Bheumatismus artic. chron 

Bheumatismus intercostalis 

Bheumatismus muse, ac 

Bheumatismus muse, chron 

Saturnismus 

Sciatica 

Sclerosis, oerebro-spinalis 

SpermatorrhoBa 

Taenia solium 

Tonsillitis acuta 

Toxicatio arsenicalls chronica 

Toxicatlo opii chronica 

Vertigo 



.1010 

7 

6 

10 

. 19 

. 66 

. 11 

4 

2 

7 

4 

6 

. 10 

n 

. 16 

6 

18 

. 19 

. 26.1 

. 41 

. 10 

8 

. 14 

8 

. 19 

. 10 

9 

4 

. 10 



. 1 
169 

196 

10 

82 

37 

7 

24 

6 

3 

2 

5 

8 

3 

8 



Total 2104 
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SURGICAL DEPARTMENT. 



Ab8ce88U8 abdomlnalis 

Ab8ces8U8 axlllcB 

AbBcessus brachii 

Abeoessus cervicis 

Ab6oe88U8 cruris 

Abecefisus faciei 

Absceflsus glutealls 

Abeceasus manutt 

Abscessus pedis 

Abscessus perlnaei 

AmbustaB 

Ampllflcatio glan'lulso prostatad 

Ankylosis carpi 

Anthrax glutealls 

Anthrax humeri 

Bunion 

Carcinoma cervicis 

Oarcinoma faciei 

Carcinoma llnguee 

Oarcinoma maxlUaD superioris 

Oaries vertebrarum 

Congelatlo 

Cystitis acuta 

Cystitis chronica 

Eczema pustulosum 

Eczema rubrum 

Eczema simplex 

Eczema squamosum 

Fistula in ano 

Fractura carpi 

Fractura costarum 

Fractura digitorum pedis 

Fractura femoris (extra capsulam). 
Fractura femorls (intra capsulam). 

Fractura flbulee 

Fractura humeri 

Fractura ] uguli 

Fractura malleoli 

Fractura maxillee inferiorls 

Fractura nasi 

Fractura patellae , 

Fractura phalanglum 

Fractura radii 

Fractura spina) 

Fractura tibiae 

Fractura ulnae 



3 

10 
2 
5 
4 

14 
2 
7 
2 
2 

29 
2 
2 
2 
2 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

24 
3 
4 
3 
3 
6 
2 
3 
3 

15 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
5 
3 
1 
2 
8 
6 
7 
1 
8 
5 



Carried forward 234 



Brought forward 284 

Furuuculi 3 

Gaugruena cruris 3 

Uemurrholdes 11 

Hernia iuguinalis 10 

Hernia umbilicalls 3 

Herpes circinatus 4 

Inflammatlo synovialis 16 

Luxalio humeri redacta 6 

Luxatio poliicls 2 

Morbus coxae 2 

Necrosis femoris 4 

Necrosis mastoideae i 

Necrosis maxillee 7 

Necroais ossium metatarsi 2 

Necrosis tibisB 6 

Paronychia u 

Phlegmone brachii U 

Phlegmone cruris 38 

Phlegmone faciei 3 

Phlegmone manus 12 

Phlegmone pedis 21 

Phtheiiiasis 6 

Psoriasis a 

Scirrhus mammae 4 

Strlctura recti 2 

Subluxatio capitis humeri 3 

Subluxatio carpi 7 

Subluxatio cubiti 8 

Subluxatio dorsi 7 

Subluxatio genu 6 

Subluxatio manus 2 

Subluxatio tali 69 

Ulcus brachii 5 

Ulcus cruris Indolens 256 

Ulcus cruris irrltabilis .... 81 

Ulcus cruris simplex 19 

Ulcus cruris syphiliticum 66 

Ulcus cruris traumaticum 12 

Ulcus cruris varicosum 40 

Ulcusmanus 2 

Ulcus pedis 16 

Varices membror um inf eriorum 4 

Yulnus contusum 176 

Yulnus incisum 62 

Yulnus laceratum 48 

Total 1289 
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ERYSIPELAS DEPAETMENT. 



Erysipelas brachli Idiopathicum 4 

Erysipelas bracbil traumaticum 4 

Erysipelas faciei idiopathicum 48 

Erysipelas faciei traumaticum 16 

Erysipelas pedis idiopathicum 4 

Envlpolas pedis traumaticum 8 

Erysipelas manus idiopathicum 3 

Carried forward 82 



Brought forward 79 

Erysipelas manus traumaticum 2 

Erysipelas capitis idiopathicum 6 

Erysipelas capitis traumaticum 7 

Erysipelas cruris idiopathicum 12 

Erysipelas cruris traumaticum 10 

Total 119 



GYNAECOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 



AmenorrhoBa 2 

AnteTersio uteri 4 

Carcinoma (scirrhns) uteri 4 

Dysmenorhoea 2 

Endometritis 2 

Epithelioma oervlcis utorl 6 

Flistula yesioo-vaginalis 2 

Graviditas 1 

Hysteria 8 

Laoeratio cerylds uteri 7 

Carried forward 86 



Brought forward 85 

LeuoorrhoBa R 

Menopausis 7 

Menorrhagia 6 

Metrorrhagia 8 

Ovaritis 2 

Prolapeu6 uteri 8 

Betroversio iiteri 3 

Yaginitis 2 

Total 66 



VENEEEAL DEPAETMENT. 



Balanitis 1 

Bubo 14 

Epididymitis 2 

GonorrhODa 26 

GonorrhoDa mucosa 3 

Orchitis 8 

Periostitis syphilitica 3 

Phimosis 2 

Bupia syphilitica 4 

Carried forward 63 



Brought forward ... 63 

Strictura urethree 12 

Syphilis ingenita 2 

Syphilis seoondaria 15 

Syphilis inveterata 19 

Ulcus venereum durum u 

Ulcus venereum molle 12 

Urethritis gonorrhoica a 

Total "i36 



OPHTHALMTO DEPARTMENT. 



Amblyopia 1 

Atrophia bulbl 8 

Blepharitis oillaris 7 

Cataracta dura immatura 8 

Con] uncttvitis catarrhalis acuta 7 

Conjunctivitis catarrhalis chronica 10 

Con] tinotivitis trachomatosa chronica 9 

Con] tinotivitis trachomatosa et pannus 4 

Ectropion 1 

Carried forward 46 



Brou gh t forward 45 

Entropion ^ 

Glaucoma consecutiva ►..! 2 

Iritis idiopathlca a 

Iritis syphilitica .**."* J 

Keratitis ulcerosa '. 4 

Macule corneas .,.*.*.** 3 

Ulcus oomeaB !!.'!!!! 8 

Total "^ 
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BEOAPITULATION. 



Medical Department 3104 

Surgical " 1339 

Erysipelas ** 119 

Oynsoologlcal ** 66 

Carried forward 3537 



Brought forward 8S37 

Yenereal Department 186 

Ophthalmic " TO 

Total 8788 



TABLE IV. 

Diseases Caicsing Death. 



Absoeesus phagedsnlcus abdomlnalls 

Aloohollsmus 

Aneurysma aortse 

Apoplexla cerebralls 

Asphyxia, Oedema pulmonum 

Asthenia generalls 

Asthenia senilis 1 

Bronchitis catarrhalls chronica 

Carcinoma (encephaloid) cerrlcls 

Carcinoma (epithelioma) cervicls 

Carcinoma (epithelioma) uteri 

Carcinoma pylori 

Cerebri congestlo et effuslo 

Cerebri moliitles atrophica 

Cholera Infantum 

Cirrhosis Jecinorls 

Colitis ulcerosa 

Congestlo pulmonum et renum 

Congestlo et oedema pulmonum 

Coroners cases 

Cystitis chronica 

Emphysema 

Empyema 

Enteritis catarrhalls chronica 6 

Entero-oolltis acuta 8 

Epilepsia 3 

Febris enterica 3 



Carried forward 78 



Brought forward 78 

Fibroma uteri i 

Gangrsena pedis senilis ... 1 

Gastritis alcohollca S 

Gastritis chronica 1 

Gastritis simplex 3 

Gastro-enteritis acuta 3 

Hemiplegia J 

Hepatitis chronica 3 

Meningitis et erysipelas faciei idlopathlca . . 1 

Morbi valvar um cordis 10 

Nephritis interstitialis chronica 3 

Nephritis parenchymatoea acuta 6 

Nephritis parenchymatoea chronica 13 

Peritonitis simplex l 

Phthisis pulm. catarrhalls acuta 8 

Phthisis pulm . catarrhalls chronica ] 10 

PhthlHls pulm. tuberculosa 8 

Pleurlt is acuta 8 

Pleuro- pneumonia 1 

Pneumonitis crouposa acuta 18 

PysBmia, restitutio in integrum hemln 

luguinalls 1 

Pyo-pneumothorax 1 

Syphilis inveterata 3 

Ulcus cruris, phagedsnicum putre 8 

Total 279 
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TABLE V. 

Nativities of Patients admitted. 



Natiyes. — ^Males . . . 
Females 



(C 



Countries. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


United States 


673 

1,069 

105 

29 

449 

31 

21 

11 

7 

2 

8 

31 

5 

7 

24 

2 

84 
76 


138 

474 

29 

14 

53 

4 

2 

4 



2 



4 





2 



4 

1 


811 


Ireland 


1,543 


Ensrland 


134 


Scotland 


43 


Grermany 

France 


602 
35 


Sweden 

Canada 


23 
15 


Iceland 


7 


Waled 

Denmark 


4 

8 


Swltzeiland 

Holland 

St JiAns 


35 
5 

7 


Russia 


26 


China 


2 


Italv 


88 


Other Lountries 


77 






Total 


2,634 


731 


3,365 



673 
138 



Foreign. — Males . . 
" Females, 



1,961 
593 



811 



2,554 



Total 



3,365 



eo 

TABLE VI 
Dietary Table, Homaopaihic HoepHal Patiente. 



a 1=2-11° 



I'lllil 



I Hommj. 
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TABLE Vm 

GenerdL Statement. — In»ane. 



Remaining Jan oar}' l»t, 1886 
Admissions 



Total 

Discbarges . 
Transfers . . . 
Deaths 



Total 

Remaining January Ist, 1887 




TABLE XX. 

Distxtses oaufing death of Inaant Patients. 



Dementia, EoteritiB 

Dementia, Morbi Talvarum oor^ia 

Dementia, Nephritis interstitialia chronica 

Dementia chronica, Nephritis pareucbymatosa cbrocica . . 

Dementia seniliB et imbecillitas 

Dementia Byphilitica, Enteritis 

Mania chronica, PhtbiBis pulm. catarrbalis acuta 

Mania chronica, Pbthiaia pulm. catarrbahs chronica. . . . 
Melancholia, sub acuta, Fhthiais pulm . catarrbalis chronica 

Total 



TABLE X 

Oeneral Statement. — Inebriate Asylum. 





1 


1 


i 


1 






'2 
2 

1 

1 
1 


'3 












Deatha 
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Eemainins Jaouarj Ist, 1887 , 
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RANDALL'S ISLAND HOSPITAL. 



Eandall's Island, Jan. 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henby H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — I respectfully submit to your Honorable Board the annexed 
Annual Beport of Bandall's Island Hospitals for the year ending 
December 31, 1886. 

The following summary of the operation of the hospitals during 
the year are condensed from accompanying tables and present the 
moyements for such period : — 

Comparing the past year with the one previous a decrease of 11 in 
the whole number treated, but an increase of 49 children and 17 
epileptics is noticeable. 

The mortality during the year has been 05.31 per cent, of the whole 
number of inmates. In the adult hospitals it was 08.63 per cent. 
In the Children's hospital, 03.83 per cent. The Idiot Asylum, 02.47 
per cent Insane, 04.31 per cent, and 01.25 per cent, in the Epileptic 
Hospital. 

The rate of mortality among the whole number of inmates has 
been less last year than the year preceding. 

I may be again permitted to call the attention of your honorable 
Board to the imperative need of increased accommodation at our 
children's hospital. As may be seen by comparing the number 
treated in 1885 with those in 1886, a decided increase is apparent 
Within a few weeks past we have received large accessions, number- 
ing about 150, and when it is considered that we have but 292 beds 
with the minimum air space to each and 320 children to care for, with 
many suflfering from contagious diseases, while a very large number 
of the remainder are afflicted with itch and sore eyes, demanding 
perfect isolation from the mote healthy children, it may be imagined 
that our difficulties demand the most prompt remedial measures. 



BR 

The general health of the patients has heen in the main good. 
We haTe been &irlj free from epidemic diseases, although measles 
has made its appearance within the last month. By prompt isola- 
tion it has been confined to a few cases, and danger of its spread- 
ii^ has been reduced to a minimnm. 

The indnatrial teaching for b(^ in the shoe and tailor shops has 
been steadily carried on daring the year, and the following tables 
show the amount of work done in those departments : — 

TAILOR SHOP. 
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These boys also attend the public school daring the day, their at- 
tendance in the shops being before and after the school hoars. 
All the baildings have been kept in thorough repair. 
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The miuiy diaritable oiganizatioDs of this city haTe eoi^ribaied 
generoodj at holiday time of ChristnuiH and New Years to the com- 
fort and amusement of oar patients and inmates, while the State 
Charities Aid Association send ns daily a supply of newspapers. 

The Bevs. Fr. Gilenas and Wenman have continued through tiie 
year their kind and faithfol ministrations to the religions needs of 
the inmates. 

The Board of Yiniting Physicans and Surgeons have zealously and 
faithfully performed their yarious duties. It is composed of the 
same gentlemen who were in it in 1885, with the single exception of 
Francis Yalk, Al.D., ophthalmologist, who is substituted by Lawrence 
Johnson, M.D. 

The members of the House Staff have been very faithful in the 
performance of their duties, cheerfully and promptly answering all 
calls made upon them. 

The officers and employees have satisfactorily attended to their 
respective duties. 

My thanks are due to your Honorable Board for the many cour- 
tesies and kind assistance extended to me in the performance of my 
duties during the past year, 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES R HEALT, 

Med. Supt. 
TABLE A, No. 1. 

RandaWa Inland BbspifaL 



1886. 



Children remaining in Hospital Dec. 31, 1885. 

Admitted to Hospital from Dec. 31, 1885, to 

Dec. 31, 1886 

Total 

Discharged to parents and friends 

Adopted 

Transferred to other Institutions 

Eloped 

Died 

Total 

Remaining December 31, 1886 



Male& 



164 
261 



415 

194 

2 

9 

1 

13 



219 
196 



Females. 



140 
176 



316 

156 

2 

19 

• • 

15 



192 
124 



Total 



304 

427 

731 

350 
4 

28 
1 

28 



411 
320 
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TABLE A, No. 2. 

Natimiies of Children admitted to Hospital during the yeaar 1886. 



United States 424 

Ireland 3 

England 6 

Scotland 1 

Germany 4 

Canada 2 



Carried forward 440 



Brought forward 440 

1 

1 

4 



Bohemia .... 
Hungary . . . . , 
Eoumania . . . 
Austria , 



Total 



427 



TABLE B, No. 1. 

Tdiot Asylum. 



1886. 



Children remaining in Asylum Dec. 31, 1885. 

Admitted to Asvlum from Dec. 31, 1885, to 

Dec. 31, 1886 



Total 



Discharged to parents and friends 
Transferred to other Institutions . 
Died 



Total , 

Remaining December 31st, 1886 



Male& 


FemaJea 


164 

28 


121 
10 


192 


131 


15 

• • 
4 


9 

1 
4 


19 


14 


173 


117 



TotaL 



285 

38 

323 

24 
1 

8 

33 

290 



TABLE B, No. 2. 

Nativities of Children admitted to Idiot Asylum during the year 1886 



United States 37 

Roumania 1 



Total 



38 
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TABLE 0, Na L 

EoapUd AdvUs. 



1886. 



Patients remaining in Hospital Dec 31, 1885 . 

Admitted to Hospital from Dec. 31, 1885, to 

Dec. 31, 1886 



Total 

Discharged 

Died 

Transferred. 



Total 



Eemaining December 31st, 1886 



Males. 


Femalea 


70 
411 


42 
218 


481 


260 


857 

41 

1 


188 

23 

6 


399 


217 


82 


43 



Total 

112 
629 
741 



545 
64 

7 



616 



125 



TABLE 0, No. 2. 

Nativities of Adults admitted to Hospital during the year 1886. 



United States 211 

Ireland 289 

England 25 

Scotland 3 

Germany 67 

France 2 

Canada 3 

Italy 14 

Holland 1 



Carried forward 615 



Brought forward 615 

Sweden 2 

Switzerland 3 

Norway 2 

Denmark • 2 

Wales 2 

Nova Scotia 1 

Eussia 2 



Total 



629 
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TABLE D, No. 1. 

Branch of New York Oily Asylum for Insane. 



1886. 


Male& 


Females. 


Tot^l. 


Patients remainin r in Asylum Dec. 31, 1885 . 
Admitted to Asylum from Dec. 31, 1885, to 
Dec 31, 1886 


132 

7 


• • • . 

• • • 


132 

7 






Total 


139 


• > ■ 


139 






Eetumed to N. Y. City Asylum for Insane. . . 
Died 


1 
6 


• • . . 

• • • ■ 


1 
6 






Total 


7 


.... 


7 






llemaininsr Decemher 31, 188fi 


132 


• « • • 


132 







TABLE D, No. 2. 

NaHviUes of Inmales at Branch N. Y. OUy Asylum for Fnsane, Dec, 31, 1886. 



United States 2 

Ireland 2 

Germany 2 

England 1 



Total 



TABLE E, No. 1. 

EpUeptk Hospital, 



1886. 



Patients remaining in Hospital Dec. 31, 1885. 

Admitted to Hospital from Dec. 31, 1885, to 

Dec. 31, 1886 



Total 



Discharged 

Transferred to other institutions 
Died 



Total 



Remaining December 31, 1886 



Males. 


Females. 


• . . • 


31 
49 




80 


• • . . 
.... 

• • . * 


29 

10 

1 


.... 


40 


• . . • 


40 



Total 

31 

49 

80 

29 

10 

1 

40 

40 
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TABLE E, Xo. 2. 

Nalivities^ of Patients admitted to Epitt-jdic Hospital during the year I 



United btates 24. 

Ireland ... 16 

England , . . 4 

Carrried forward 44 



Brought lorward. 

Germany 

Kussia 



• • • 



U 

I 
1 



Total 



r ■■ 



TABLE F, No. 1. 

Work-hjouse Help, 



1886. 



Bemaining December 31, 1885 

Received from Dec. 31, 1885, to Dec. 31, 1886. 



Total 



Discharged 

Returned to Work-house 
Eloped . 



Total 



Remaining December 31, 1886 



5=es 



Males. 



39 
319 



358 



Females. 



282 

27 

1 



310 



48 



73 
482 



555 



432 
71 



503 



52 



ToltL 



lis 

8ML 



»1S 



714 

98 

1 



818 
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TABLE F, No. 2. 

Number of Native and Foreign Born Work-how^e Help. 



1886. 


Males. 


Female& 


ToittL 


Native born, received during the year. 

Foreign born, received during the year 


137 
189 


178 
297 


815 
486 


Total 


326 


475 


801 




^l^VJk 



Its in ! 
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TABLE «G." 
Diseases cf those who died during the yexrr 1886. 



Acute tdceration, Endocarditis. . . 1 

Bright'B disease 9 

Bronchitis, capillary 1 

Carcinoma 1 

" and multiple of brain 

and spinal cord 1 

Carcinoma of neck . 1 

Cerebral softening 2 

" " and Pneumcnia 1 

" Tumor 1 

Diarrhoea 1 

Diphtheria . . 3 

Dysentery, chronic 2 

Entero Cohtis 1 

Gkiot^ ehronic 1 



Carried forward . 



26 



Brought forward 26 

Heart, Fatty degeneration of . . . 2 

" Valvular disease of 1 

. 1 

. 2 

. 2 

. 1 

35 



Meningitis 

Morbus, coxarius 

Pericarditis ... 

Pernicious Intermittent fever 

Phthisis Pulmon:ili8 

Pneumonia 20 



Pott's disease of spine . . . 

Spinal abscess 

Status Epilepticus 
Thrombosis of Basilar artery 

Tuberculosis 

** General 



Total 



I 
1 
G 
1 
6 
2 

76 



INFANTS HOSPITAL. 

Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

Pre^dent Department of 

Public Char Hies and Correction^ 

January 1, 1887. 
Sir. — ^I respectfully submit to yoar Hon. Board the enclosed An- 
nual Bepcrt of this Hospital for the year ending December 31, 188G. 

Nqmbeb and Class ok Ciiildben Treated. 

No. of Mother's GbiMren remaining Jan 1, 1886 1:3 

" Orphan *• ** " 84 

107 

Kg. of Mother's children admitted daring year 40:t 

•* Orplian *• ** ** ** 391 

704 

Total number treated 1001 

No. of Mother*s Children died during the year 70 

** Orphui " ** ** ** 267 

337 

'* Mother's *' discharged during the year 374 

•* Orphan •• •• ** •• 101 

475 

" «• " Farmed out 54 

RemahiingDec 31, 1886 135 

RaTB or MOBTAUTT. 

No. of Mother's Children treated 526 perct. 

•' " *« deaihs 70, or 13.30 

•• Orphan ** treated 475 

" " " deaths 267, or 56.21 

" FurmMoot <' treated 102 

" •• H deaths ^^, ^x ^a».'5fik 
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The number of children treated were less than in the year preced- 
ing, and the deaths much less in proportion thereto, while the class 
and condition of those admitted were of the usual average, and with 
the exception of special diseases hereinafter referred to no material 
change has occurred from former years. 

Measles was introduced here from city on first of December last, 
resulting in 17 children being infected, of whom two died. 

Diphtheria appeared in April last and attacked 10 children, of 
whom 5 died. 

Scarlet fever developed in 10 cases, of which three terminated fa- 
tally. 

Diphtheria did not originate here ; in every instance it was intro- 
duced from the city. 

In our ophthalmic ward 103 cases were treated ; a large proportion 
of which were simple conjunctivitus. No cases of total blindness en- 
sued, while the more serious cases succumbed to curative treatment. 

Our death rate has been lower than the ;ear preceding, and this 
may be attributed to the benefits enuring from your Farmed-out sys- 
tem. By it we are enabled to free the hospital from the feeble bottle- 
feds and give room for the treatment of others in better condition. 
The death rate has been comparatively low, as shown by foregoing 
summary, when the condition of the infants sent there is fully con- 
sidered ; and were it not for the deaths incident to the heated term 
it would be at least fifty per cent less if the general average of 
deaths for the other months of the year could be taken as a factor. 

To sum up, the year just .past has been in a measure free from 
other than the epidemic diseases already referred to. The general 
health of the children has been good. This result is chiefly due to 
the attention paid by the Medical Board, supplemented by the 
House Staff, to each of whom too much praise cannot be bestowed 
for the efficient manner in which they have performed their respec- 
tive duties. 

The employees have been faithful and diligent in their several 
positions, and have aided me to the best of their ability, 

I cannot close this record of the year without tendering thanks to 
the ladies who forgot not our children at Christmas time. For the 
many gifts received and the work performed in the decoration of our 
wards for the holidays, our best thanks are due to each and alL 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES R. HEALT. 

Med, Supt. 
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TABLE a 

Per Centage of Deaths in each Cioits and Condition during 1886. 



OHILDaz:^ WITH UOTHEBS. 



Wet Nursed. 



Ko. Cared for. . 
Deatbs 



Per centHge.. 
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TABIJE J, 

1)1860868 of C^il0hr6n loho l>ied T>Hring ih6 Year 1^86. 



ji«tiieDla Atelectasis 1 

Br0iicli6 lVeum6lilA 16 

'" " EnteroColisis 4 

*• " Eryrtlpelas 2 

." " Pertuses 6 

" •• Tuberculosis 3 

-Broncbltls, Atelectasis 1 

•* •* Broucbo Piieum 2 

** Capillary DlarrbODu 2 

•« NephriUs .-.. 1 

Cholera Infantum 4 

** ** Broncho PueumoQia 1 

Cerebral Congestion 1 

Cerebro Sijeclni Meningitis 1 n 

Uruncho Pr.eumonia ( 

Diptheria and Pulmonary Abuccss, Atelecta- 

lis 1 



Diphtheria 8 

" General Miliary Tubcrcolosis 1 

Eclampsia, Euti*r<i Colitis 1 

•* Pertussis 1 

Enteritis 4 

** Asihenln 6 

Erysipelas, Eiitt* m Colitis 1 

Enteritis, i ongenital Syphilis 1 

** I.umt>er Abst'ess 1 

Entero Colitis 6 

•• •• Acute Interstitial I , 

Nephritis, Atelectasis. .. . ] 

** •« Asthenia 14 

*' ** Atelectasis 2 



(( 






(( 



«( 
(« 



«« 
• ( 



Entero Colitis, Bronchitis 21 

•• *• Bronchopneumonia 9 

(• •» Broncho Pneumonia ) , 

•• Pleurisy ( * 

Chronic Spurious Hydrocep- 
halus, Atelectasis i 

and Intussusception i 

and Measles i 

Miliary tubercolosis 1 

and I'ertussls l 

and Thnmibosis of longl-) . 

tutidal sinus | * 

Hydrocephalus Congenital I 

Inanition Enterocolitis 3 

*' Oastro Enterltes 7 

Marasmus 161 

Marasmus, Bronchitis li 

Measles, acute lobular pneumonia 1 

Meningitis, tubercultr 6 

Phthisis 1 

Pneumonia, Asthenia, Pleut^tus, Pericar- 1 . 

dltis, Kndocardltis | '■ 

Pneumonia, Dysentery Acute 2 

Pneumonitis, scarlet fever 2 



Scarlet fever l 

Suirvation and exposure, Coroner's case. ... 1 

Syphilis Congenital 7 

Tuberculosis i 

** miliary broncho pneumonia.. 1 

Total 337 
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HARTS ISLAND HOSPITAL. 



Januaby 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henry H. Porteb, 

Pr&ddent Department of 

Fitblic Charities and Correction, 

Sm. — I have the honor to forward, in the absence of the Medical 
Superintendent, the Annual Eeport of this Institution for the past 
year. 

By reference to the subjoined statements it will be seen that 408 
patients were admitted during the year ; tliat 341 were discharged, 
and that 68 died. The number of patients cared for during the year 
was 636, and the number remaining Dec. 31 was 227 — one less than 
we had on the corresponding date of 1885. 

Table B gives, in detail, the Admissions, Discharges and Deaths 
each month ; the number of males and females, and the number of 
native and foreign. 

Table C shows the nativities of those admitted. 

Table D gives a classification of the diseases and the physical con- 
dition of those who were discharged. 

Table E classifies the diseases of those who died. 

In March last the female Work-house help attached to this Hos- 
pital were returned to the Work-house, and the scrubbing and laundry 
work formerly done by them has since been done by patients of the 
Branch Lunatic Asylum. 

In September, ten of the Work-house men who had been employed 
at the Branch Lunatic Asylum were transferred to this Institution, 
and have been employed as follows : 2 as cai-penters, 1 as painter, 1 
OS blacksmith, 1 as blacksmith helper, 1 as steam fitter, 1 in engine 
room, 1 in store, 1 in office, and 1 in filling lamps. 

The Convalescent Male Patients have been employed as follows : 
1 as carpenter, 1 as painter, 1 as plasterer, 1 as florist, 1 as gardener, 
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1 as driver, 1 as boatman, 1 as messenger, 1 in laundry, 1 in drug 
store, 1 in dining room, 1 in vegetable room and 1 in making soft; 
soap. Others are employed in keeping wards clean, carrying coal, 
removing ashes, etc. 

The Convalescent Female Patients have been engaged in sewing 
and knitting, and have kept the clothing and bedding in repair. 

Dr. Thomas L. Fenn, who was appointed Assistant Physician 
January 29, 188i, and promoted to First Assistant November 21, 
1884, tendered his resignation on September 16, and Dr. Joseph T. 
Keely was promoted to fill the vacancy. 

In the staff of Orderlies and Nurses there were 6 resignations and 
3 transfers to other institutions ; 3 were relieved from duty and 1 
died. The Orderly who died was Andrew McCuUough, a recent ap- 
pointee. He was found dead in bed on the morning of October 20th. 
An inquest was held, and the autopsy proved that the cause of death 
was aortic and mitral insufficiency and hypertrophy of the heart. 

During the year 15 employes were appointed and 2 were received 
by transfer. 

The ladies of the Fruit and Flower Mission have bountifully dis- 
tributed their gifts to the patients, and the State Charities Aid Asso- 
ciation have kindly furnished them with reading matter. 

Tlie Chaplains have faithfully ministered to the spiritual needs of 
the patients and employes. 

Our thanks are due to your Honorable Board for the many favors 
extended to us during the year. 

Very respectfully, 

G. A. SMITT, 

Acting Medical SuperintendenL 
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Admuaione, Diachargat and Deatkft, during the. year 1886. 





1 


1 


1 


i 

1 


^ 




108 
142 


120 
200 

380 


228 
408 


87 
28 




AHTnittWI 










250 


G30 


115 








Died 

K«harged 


22 
1L)1 
97 

260 


40 
210 
130 


68 
227 


12 
73 
30 


m 

208 






Total 


386 


r;36 


115 









TABLE B. 

Admianone, DiaxhargeK a: 
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TABLE a 

Nativities of Patients AdmHted. 
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TABLE D. 

Classification of Diseases of Fatienls Discharged daring the year 1886. 
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TABLE B.—Gontinued. 






Diseases. 
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THE NEW YORK CITY ASYLUMS FOR THE INSANE. 



REPORT OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 



Ward's Island, January 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henrt H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

My Dear Sir — I have the honor to transmit to your Board herewith the 
Annual Reports, for 1886, of the City Asylums for the lusane, and of the 
principal Branch, that on Hart's Island. The particulars regarding such 
Branches of the main Asylums as are attached to other Hospitals of the De- 
partment, will be found in the reports of those Hospitals — the Reception 
Pavilion for the Insane in that of the Warden of Bellevue Hospital, Mr. 
James F. O'Roui'ke ; that of the Branch of the Female Asylum located in 
the Homoeopathic Hospital, in the Eepoit of Dr. T. M. Strong, its Chief 
of Staff ; and that of the Branch of the Male Asylum in the Report of the 
Medical Superintendent of the Randall's Island Hospital, Dr. James R. 
Healy. 

As this is the first time that the reports of these Asylums have been for- 
warded to you in this way, it may be proper to state here, for the informa- 
tion of his Honor the Mayor, to whom in turn your Board will, under the 
law, transmit these reports, and for the information also of those public offi- 
cials and others to whom the printed copies of the reports will ultimately 
be sent, that the office of General Superintendent of the Insane is a new 
one, having been created by your Board upon the iirst of March of the past 
year. The purposes had in view by the members of your Board are set 
forth in the resolutions then adopted, which were as follows : 

** 1. Them shall be appoinled by the Board of Public Charities and Correction a General 
SuperinteDdent of the Insane, who shall have general supervision of the Insane coming 
under the care of the Department 

*< 2. The Institutions subject to his supervision shall be as follows, to wit: The Reception 
Pavilion for the Insane at Bellevue Hospital; the New York City Lunatic Asylum on 
Blackwell*8 Island, and the Branches thereof upon Ward's and Hart's Islands; the New 
York City Asylum for the Insane on Ward's Island and the Branch thereof upon Randall's 
Island; tiie Idiot Asylum on Randall's Island, and the farm on Long Island. 

** 3. It shali be liis duty to visit each of the several Institutions above-named once in each 
week, or as often as he may deem necessary, to advise with and instruct the Officers fn 
charge thereof, and to inspect the wards, buildings, etc., and the patients confined 
tberelo. 
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"4. He ihall attend at the office of the Commissioners once in each week, or more often 
if required, and shall then make to them such reports and recommendations as he may 
see fit for their action thereupon. 

**5. All reports and communications from the various Institutions, other than such as 
are matters of routine, or provided for by orders from the Board, shall be made to it from 
the Heads of the several Institutions, through the General Superintendent, apd as Car as 
possible, in writing, and at the time herein provided. 

** 6. He shall establish, so far as may be practicable, Schools for the instruction of the At- 
tendants employed in the various Institutions; shall prepare and submit to the Board, for 
approval, rules for their government, and shall have the power to call upon the Officers ot 
these Institutions to talce part in the giving of instruction therein. 

'* 7. He shall make to the Board such recommendations and plans as may conduce in his 
Judgment to the more extended employment of the insane in such useful occupations as 
may be of benefit to themselves and the Department. 

** 8. Transfers of Patients from any one to another of the Institutions named, and the 
return of Patients from the several Branches to the Main Asylums, or from the latter to the 
Reception Pa\11ion, shall be made only with his knowledge and approval." 

Under these Resolutions your Board did me the honor to promote me to 
the General Superintendency from the Medical Superintendency of the City 
A»ylum for the Insane, on Ward's Island. The vacancy thus created was 
filled by the assignment, as Acting Superintendent, of Dr. Alexander 
Trautman, who was then in service as Assistant Medical Superintendent, 
and when, a short time afterwards, the Medical Superintendent of the City 
Lunatic Acfylum on Blackwell's Island, Dr. T. M. Franklin, resigned. Dr. £. 
C. Dent, the Assistant Medical Superintendent there, was made Acting Medi- 
cal Superintendent also. The two gentlemen named, Drs. Trautman and 
Dent, have performed the duties of their new offices to the satisfaction of 
your Board during the remainder of the year, and you have decided to 
confirm them in theh: Superintendencies from this date. 

I have endeavored to carry out the wishes of your Board, as outlined in 
the resolutions above quoted, and the following brief memoranda, will, in 
conjunction with the reports from the several Asylums and Branches, 
instance the progress which has been made. 

PAVILION FOR THE INSANE AT BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

Work-Bouse help has been abolished upon the male side of the Payilion 
for the Insane at Bellevue. The female side is the only place in the Depart- 
ment where there is now contact of female Work-House prisoners ynih the 
Insane. 

The wages of the Male Attendants have been raised to $25 per month — the 
i^um paid to Head Attendants at Ward's Island — and vacancies have been 
filled by the selection from Ward's Island of Attendants of long and 
satisfactory service. 

Chairs, benches, window blinds and other articles required for the 
comfort of the patients have been supplied. 

Suits of clothing for both male and female Patients have been 9wt to th^ 
Pavilion from the Main Asylums, so that Patients in want of clothing can 
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1>e properly and deanly dreased as soon as they come to the Pavilion, and 
i?irithout waiting until they are forwarded to the Islanda 

The average stay in the Pavilion of Patients has been greatly lessened, 
the rule requiring all for whom commitments are received to be forwarded 
to the Asylums at once. Formerly Patients were kept there for a number 
of days, or even weeks, under various pretences, their treatment being 
thereby delayed, and the Pavilion so crowded that it was a common thing 
to liave Patients sleeping upon the floor and two or three in a room. The 
Examining Physicians are now required to visit every day and to prepare 
certiflcates and commitments without delay. Inmates of other InHtitutions 
in the Department whose transfer to one of the Asylums is deemed neceH- 
sary are now examined at the Institution of which they are inmates. For 
instance, an Insane man at the Homoeopathic Hospital is now examined 
there and sent directly to the Asylum, instead of making the double 
journey to and from the Pavilion. Altogether the average sojourn of Pa- 
tients in the Pavilion has been reduced from three and three-quarter to two 
and one-quarter days. 

NEW yORK CITY LUNATIC ASYLUM, BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

The Staff of Physicians has been increased to 16, the same as at Ward's 
Island Asylum, thus allowing two Physicians, a Senior and Junior, for each 
service, and giving responsible charge to an Assistant only after he has 
served under an older member of the Staff and gained the necessar}- expe- 
rience. The Ward's Island system of night medical service has been es- 
tablished, so that some Assistant Physician is now on duty at all hourH of the 
day and night 

The salaries of 35 Attendants of longest service and greatest efficiency 
have been raised from $16 to $18 per month, among those benefited being 
several who had been over thirty years in service and had never received 
more than the first named sum. 

The female Work-House help have been entirely dispensed with and the male 
Work-House help reduced in number. None of the latter now sleep at the 
Asylum or remain there except during the hours when they are actually em- 
ployed, being instead brought from the Work-House each morning and 
returned each aftemoom 

The number of Attendants has been increased, and in such places as the 
hos^ntal, epileptic, and filthy wards, two Attendants are now on duty at 
night instead of one. 

A mat factory and mending room have been estabHshed. Patients have 
taken the place of Work-House women in the kitchens and elsewhere. The 
number employed at the laimdry has been increased, and a much larger 
quantity of sewing, knitting, &c., is done than ever before, the number of 



88 

PatienUemplojed being increaaed by at least 300. Further increase in the 
number thus employed has been timited from want of work to be done, the 
Storekeeper often being unable to furnish a sufficient quantify of unmade 
garments and at the same time supply other Institutioli& The Com- 
missiouers have arranged that the Asylum and the Hart's Island Branch 
shall have the preference in the distribution of work, and that not only the 
making but the cutting-out shall be done there, so that a considerable in- 
crease in the number employed will now he possible. 

At the beginning of the year 400 Patients slept on mattresses placed 
upon the floor, and about 300 had to stand at their meals. Now every Pa- 
tient is provided with a bedstead and a seat at table. 

The bathing of Patients is better attended to. Bath-towels are now fur- 
nished, which was not done before, and the Supervisors are required to 
personaUy superintend the bathing of the Patienta The salt-water bath 
has been more generally used, as many as 600 Patients bathing in it in a 
single day, double the number of any former year. 

Out-door exercise has been increased and the old airing-courts have been 
dispensed with and the fences removed. 

The ''iudividual-dose-system" of administering medicines has been intro- 
duced, securing better regularity, lessening the risks of accidents, and mak- 
ing it impossible for the Attendants to administer medicines improperly. 

The daily average of restraint has been reduced to 87-lOOths in 1886, as 
against 4 and 41-lOOths in 1885. 

Theatrical and musical entertaimnents have been more frequently given, 
attended by larger numbers of the Patients, and as many as 100 Patients 
have taken actual part in them as performers. 

A uniform has been adopted for the Attendants similar to that worn in 
the Training School, but of a distinguishing color, with L epartment but- 
tons, made for the purpose, and caps and aprona These uniforms are 
provided by the Department. 

The machinery for the new laundry is now in place, and the old laundry 
has been abandoned. This separates the kitchen and laundry, the associa- 
tion of whiclj, and the consequent contact of Patients and Work-House pris- 
oners, was so unfortunate. The space freed by the removal of the laundry 
makes possible the enlargement of the kitchen, and thus secures better 
cooking and service. It also enables us to establish a separate kitchen and 
dining-room for the nurses, so that instead of having their food sent to 
them in the wards and pavilions, cold and unappetizing, they come to the 
dining-room for their meals, and are allowed a short respite from duty 
after each. 
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. The use of the cottage by the Sta£f and the fact that no more Work-House 
prisoners sleep at the Asylum gives space for comfortable accommodation 
for. the night-nurses and removes them from the very unsuitable quarters 
in the attics which they formerly occupied. 

There has been an increase in the general matter of suppHes and the 
promptness of their arrival. Tables, benches and wicker chairs for the use 
of the Patients have been obtained, and improvements in the comfort and 
appearance of their dress are in progress. 

NEW YORK CITY ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, WARD'S ISLAND. 

The old system of plumbing is in coui*se of being changed, $10,000 hav- 
ing been appropriated for that purpose and expended during the current 
year. 

Thus far it has been entirely changed in two of the wings, containing 
seven wards, and also in the centre building, containing one ward, the 
kitchen, store-rooms and officers' quarters. 

Entirely new lines of waste and sewer-pipes have been laid, and new 
bath-tubs and closets of the latest pattern have been substituted. 

Single hopper-closets properly ventilated have been put in, instead of 
the open school-sinks formerly in use, and two bath-tubs have been put in 
each ward instead of one as before. 

The new lines of waste-pipe ai*e taken out of the building by the short- 
est possible course, instead of running under it for its full length as before. 

The old hues of waste-pipe and sewers have been dug up, the earth 
about them removed and replaced by ashes, and the whole securely ce- 
mented over, except beneath a portion of the centre-building, where the 
work was interrupted by the strike of plumbers and for other reasons. 
Unfortunately this leaves the old sewer imdemeath the kitchen and the 
Physicians' apartments, and serious influences upon the health of the Asy- 
lum are resulting. 

The changes in the main building will, when completed, exhaust the ap- 
propriation, and two wings remain, containing six wards, where the old 
closets, bath-tubs, &c., are unchanged. The two new wings also require 
some changes, though of less extent and cost. 

No appropriation has been made for the completion of the work. 

The changes in the plumbing and the increase in the number of bath- 
tubs enable us to bathe the Patients much more satisfactorily than before. 
No two Patients are now at any time bathed in the same water. 

. The salt-water bath has been used this summer more than ever, about 
65 per cent, of the whole number of Patients having used it regularly, and 
as many as 852 using it in a single day. 
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A Physician ia now required to be present whenever a patient is bathed, 
whether in the building or in the salt-water bath. In this way the proper 
bathing of the Patients is insured, and any marks of injury are detected 
and investigated at once . 

The office of Steward has been abolished, leaving a salary of $1,000 to 
be applied to increasing the number of Attendants, &c., and efficiency and 
discipline have been improved in consequence. 

A new Piano has been purchased and placed in the amusement hall, be- 
ing used for the first time on Thanksgiving night. The purchase money, 
$300, was contributed by ladies and gentlemen, who received in return ar- 
ticles manufactured by the patients — mats, baskets, &c. — from the rushes 
growing upon the island. 

The annex building is still unfortunately in use, but it has been possible 
to reduce the number of Patients occupying it from 350 to 320 owing to 
the occupation of the new wings and the transfer of 60 Patients to the 
Branch Asylum at Hart's Island. It is now occupied only by Patients who 
are able to spend the day out of doors, one-third of them being working 
Patients, so that the discomforts of the occupants are in some degree less- 
ened. 

A system of testing the efficiency of the night- service has been inaug- 
urated, the telephone operator at the Commissioner's office being required 
to call up the Asylum at irregular intervals and record any failure or delay 
in replying. This has been extended to the other Asylums and Institutions 
of the Department. 

Work-House female help has been at length entirely abolished, and the 
male help of the same kind still further reduced, by substituting Patients 
for them wherever possible. Now that the several Asylums are under the 
same management, the plan of making one help the other is being carried 
out, the finer washing for the Ward's Island Asylum, for instance, which 
cannot be done by the men, is sent to the Blackwell's and Hart's Islands 
Asylums to be done by the patients there. 

There has been no restraint or seclusion during the year. 

The number of Patients employed has been increased, the daily average 
being 572 this year, as against 551 last year, although 60 of the best work- 
ing Patients were transferred to the Hart's Island Branch. 

BRANCH LUNATIC ASYLUM, HOMCEOPATHIO HOSPITAL. 

No particular changes have been made at this Branch, as we hope soon 
to be able to abandon it and secure the transfer of the Patients to Hart's 
Island . This will be possible as soon as the new Pavilion there is com- 
pleted. In the meantime some additions have been made in the way 
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of l^QUcbes, tables, wicker-chairs, clothiug, &c., to the comfort of (h^^ pa- 
tients. 

BRANCH ASYLUM, RANDALL'S ISLAND. 

The same remarks apply to this Branch as to that at the Homoeopathic 
Hospital. We hope to secure its abohshment and the transfer of the Pa- 
tients, so that all the Insane of the Department may l>e provided for in the 
two Main Asylums, the Hart's Island Branch, and on the Long Island Farm, 
when funds become available to fit it for occupation. Thus far, the Board 
of Apportionment has not compUed with the request of the Commissioners 
to transfer for that purpose the $60,000 appropriated three years ago for a 
Hospital Pavilion at Ward's Island, and, as a consequence, the money re- 
mains unused, the Hospital PaviUon, which is much needed in any event, re- 
mains unbuilt, and nothing can be done to develope and occupy the Long 
Island Farm. 

At the Randall's Island Branch the Staff of Attendants has been in- 
creased by two, and their wages have been raised from $20 to $22 and $25 
a month, under the same rules as have been in force at Ward's Island. 
Work-House help has been entirely aboHshed, the work formerly done by 
them is now done by the patients, and the latter are also employed to an in- 
creased extent in farm-work, road-making, &c. Tables, benches, &c., have 
boen added and clothing, &c., is now more liberally furnished. 

BRANCH ASYLUM, HART'S ISLAND. 

Work-House help, both male and female, has been entirely dispensed 
with, not only at the Asylum, but, through utilising the labor of the Asylum - 
Patients, at the Hart's Island Hospital also. From the Asylum 26 Work- 
House women and 50 Work-House men have been returned to the Branch 
Work-House, and all relations between the two ends of the Island, and 
commingling of their respective occupants have been suspended. As a 
consequence the space formerly occupied by Work-House help has become 
available for Patients, and the over-crowding at the two main Asylums has 
been in a measure relieved by the transfer of 101 Patients. 

All the laundry work of the Branch Asylum and the Hai't's Island Hos- 
pital is now done by the Asylum Patients, as is also the washing and mend- 
ing for the Medical Staff of the Ward's Island Asylum. 

The place of the Work-House men has been taken by 60 Working Pa- 
tients transferred from the Ward's Island Asylum, on the first day of 
September, who, in addition to the ordinary labor of the place, have al- 
ready made substantial new roads and reclaimed about an acre of ground 
at the lower end of the Island which can be cultivated next year, have 
done the necessary grading about the new Pavilion, and have accomplished 
a good deal ui the way of carpentering and painting. 
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The number of patients employed in knitting, sewing, &c., is larger 
than over before, and will be still further increased under the arrange- 
ment mentioned in regard to the Blackwell's Island Asylum. The labor- 
list of the Branch Asylum for January of this year shows a daily average of 
175 patients — for November, of 270. 

The number of Attendants has been increased by two in order to give an 
additional Night Attendant in the Hospital, and feeble, wards. 

Head Attendants, seven in number, have been appointed for each ward, 
and their wages increased from $16 to $18 per month. 

So much for what has been accomplished during the portion of the year 
remaining after the change in the form of administration. The new 
methods have been so far inaugurated as to be in fair working order with 
the opening of this year, and to promise rapid and substantial progress in 
their appUcation. But even the most substantial and satisfactory progress 
in the direction indicated will fall short of making the Asylums of the De- 
partment what they ought to be, unless other and more radical improve- 
ments—which are unfortunately beyond my own or your Board's power to 
compass — can be brought about 

OVER-CROWDING. 

Twelve years since I submitted my first annual report as Resident Phy- 
sician of the City Asylum for the Insane on Ward's Island, and, as a result 
of my four months incumbency of the office, took occasion to call partic- 
ular attention to three subjects, which appeared to me then to be of para- 
mount importance, as affecting the progress of the Institution, and the wel- 
fare of its inmates. These were the subjects of over-crowding, of the fit- 
ness of the Corps of Attendants for its (luties, and, most important of aO, 
and affecting all, the parsimonious allowance made for the current ex- 
penses of maintenance. While substantial process has. as I believe, been 
made, in the twelve years elapsing since that time, in the care of the in- 
mates of the Asylum, it has been in spite of the continued existence of 
these obstacles, and not in consequence of their removal or mitigation; 
and as, in assuming the larger trust to which your Board has recently 
called me, I naturally revert to my observations at the time of my last pro- 
motion, I feel that I cannot better state to you, and to those to whom you 
must appeal for aid in the matter, the requirements of the City Insane at 
the present day than by quoting from my report of twelve years since, 
and by showing how fitly the remarks apply to all the Asylums, and to the 
present day. 

In my report for 1874, I spoke as follows in regard to the first of the 
three subjects named : 

" One great evil to which Insane Asylums are liable is over-crowding, and 
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that Annnal Report which contains no complaint of its occurence or warn- 
ing of its approach, is a novelty in its way. This particular report can be 
no such novelty, for the matter is too urgent to be passed over. 

''The building, as it stands, was intended, according Uy the Architect r 
estimate, to contain 423 inmates ; this day 673 are crowded into it Nor 
is this alL The number of inmates is steadily and rapidly increasing ; 
and the evil, therefore, is as constantly growing. That each man admitted, 
beyond the proper quota, lowers the standard of health and safety for all, 
is self-evident Obvioudy, the speedy erection of the additional wings 
contemplated in the plan, is imperative, and it is necessary, also, that pro- 
vision be made for the increase that must occur before they can be 
completed " 

Since the above was written the additional wings referred to have been 
erected, but further provision of any suitable or adequate kind for the Male 
Patients under the Departments care has not been made. The increasing 
numbers have been most uncomfortably and unsuitably housed by the 
opening of a Branch Asylum for 130 patients in an abandoned building on 
RandaIVs Island, and by the transfer of some 350 patients to a large bar- 
rack on Ward's Island, borrowed from the Commissioners of Emigi'ation as 
a temporary shelter, but occupied already for nine years ; and at the present 
writing these most unsuitable tenements, and the Main Asylum itself, arc un- 
comfortably and dangerously over-crowded. The same conditions prevail, 
in scarcely, if at all, less degree in the Female Asylum and its Branches. 

The general statistics of the Insane and Idiotic coming under the care of 
the Department during the year 1886 are as follows: — 

There were in the Insane Asylums and their Branches at the opening of 
the year 4,034 patients, and at its close 4,283 — 1,534 discliarges and 459 
deaths having been more than offset by 1,242 admissions. Of these admis- 
sions 176 have been, at some time, inmates before. In the Idiot Asylum the 
numbers did not materially change in the course of the year, there being 
285 inmates at its commencement and 290 at its close. Adding the latter 
number to that of the Insane, your Department has now under its care 
4,573 inmates who have become so through mental disease or defect. The 
increase during this year is sHghtly above the annual average, but not 
more so than is accounted for by the increased number of Emigrants forced 

upon your care. 

« 

It is sufficient, however, to make more than ever urgent, the necessity of 
providing for the rehef of the over-crowding above referred to as already 
existing in all the Asylums and Branches, and for the accommodation of 
the natural increase to be looked for in coming years, while the abandonment 
of the temporary Branches at the Homoeopathic Hospital and Randall's 
Island, and the borrowed Emigration building, in all of which the Patients 
are most unsatisfactorily provided for, is of equal importance. 
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The year has passed without any substantial progress toward the re- 
quired relief and provision, only such additional accommodations having 
been secured as change in adminstrative methods — ^the substitution of Pa- 
tient for Work-House labor, at Hart's Island, for instance — made possible. 
The Long Island Farm remains undeveloped and untenanted; the alterations 
to the old Retreat on Blackwell's Island have not been commenced ; and the 
new Pavilion on Hart's Island is not yet completed, and, indeed, work upon 
it has been suspended. A projected measure for temporary rehef consists 
in the leasing, for a term of five years, from the Commissioners of Emigration, 
of the Insane Asylum on Ward's Island belonging to their Department. 
Even should this lease be consummated, the relief will be but temporary ; and 
it will not at all benefit the Main Asylums, if the Patients now in the bor- 
rowed Annex (and who should certainly be removed forthwith) are trans- 
ferred to it 

In any case, and even if all changes now in progress, or partially ar- 
ranged for, should be completed at the earliest possible moment, there will 
be a large surplus of Patients still unprovided^ for, to which admission^, 
even at the ordinary annual ratio, will constantly add 

In a word, the over-crowding existing twelve years since continues in an 
increased degree, and no definite measures for its relief have as yet been 
taken. 

ATTENDANTS. 

Of the relations of the Attendants in the Asylum to its proper discipline 
and conduct, I wrote in 1874 as follows: 

" It cannot be questioned that a most essential requisite to the prosper- 
ity of an Asylum and to the well-being of its inmates is a carefully selected 
and well trained corps of Attendants. Upon their good judgment, their 
faithfulness and their kindliness the Patient's comfort, safely and progress 
greatly depend, and unless they are endowed by nature with these quaUties, 
and stimulated by a sense of duty to their exercise, only constant over- 
sight by their superiors can insure the propriety of their conduct. 

"I am far from any desire to throw discredit upon all the Attendants iu 
the institution, or to involve in my reflections some earnest and conscien- 
tious men, whom I beheve to be thoroughly capable and faithful, but I 
must say that I beheve our corps of Attendants falls far short of the stand- 
ard which it should reach. Derehctions of duty, violation of rules, dis- 
obedience of orders, instances of neglect, even of violence, are of far too 
frequent occurrence. That this low standard of service is due, as is often 
suggested, to the lowering of the rate of compensation, is not, I think, the 
case. I believe that the Attendants, as a ime, are better now than when 
higher wages were paid — high enough to tempt a class of poUtical hang- 
ers-on to take the places, from which they expected to derive the remu- 
neration while neglecting the work. I think that improvement is to be com- 
passed in other ways. In tiie first place, the number of Attendants is altogether 
too small. In some of our wards there are over eighty Tatients, wiUi but 
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two Attendants To perform all the oifices of an Attendant to forty Pa- 
tients, some violent, some destructiye, others mischievous, others again 
filthy, and to perform them thoroughly, is, in my opinion, quite beyond 
the power of most men, and to expect one to do so is to ask an ini possi- 
bility. In most Asylums the ratio of Attendants to Patients is from one to 
ten, to one to fifteen. A great step toward greater eflficiency will, I thiTik, 
be made by even a partial approximation to this proportion. Then I 
should recommend, and expect good results from, more liberal provisions 
for their comfort A more generous diet, and the means of employing 
their short term of leisure profitably and pleasantly would be concessions 
appreciated out of all proportion to the small additional expense entailed. 
To spend twelve or fourteen hours a day in constant and close intercourse 
vnth the insane, under the mental and physical strain which their control 
and protection necessitate, is extremely wearing both to mind and body, 
and it cannot be properly or long maintained without frequent and pleas- 
ant relaxation. 

" The occasional promotion of specially worthy Attendants to other and 
more remunerative positions in the gift of your Department would also 
have a good effect. 

" So much for the encouragement and reward of such as endeavor to dis- 
charge their duties properly. For those who fail to show an aptitude for 
the work (for a man to be a good Attendant must possess peculiar qualifi- 
cations and temperament), their retention is extremely unfortunate, while 
those who wilfully disobey rules or orders should secure thereby invaria- 
ble and immediate dismissal . This would seem to be so much a matter of 
course that my mention of it may appear superfiuous. But, unfortunately, 
the practice has not been so strict m that respect as could be wished I 
can conceive of no greater misconduct than deliberate cruelty to an insane 
person, and surely intoxication while upon duty gains added gravity from 
the fact that such duty is performed in the wards of a Lunatic Asylum, and 
yet flagrant instances of each offence have been overlooked, or the oftender 
has been allowed to resign under charges, and in the course of a short 
time has been re-appointed. The effect of such instances u]X)n the discip- 
line of an Institution and upon the authority of its officers must of neces- 
sity be disastrous. I believe it to be essential not only that dismissal 
should promptly follow grave offence, bub that such dismissal should be 
fully and fairly understood to be final. The re-appointment of a man once 
dismissed lessens the respect of all his associates for the rules of an Institu- 
tion, and one such instance will beget many future violations " 

The above remarks are substantially as applicable to the present condi- 
tion of affairs as when they were first penned, except that now, and 
for some years back, there has been no disposition to retain or to reappoint 
Attendants whose removal for cause has been definitively recommended. 

In 1877 the Board virtually resigned to the Medical Superintend- 
ent the power of selection and apppointment of Attendants. All applicants 
Were referred to him for examination, and it was agreed that, as a result of 
Isnch examination, he should assi^ them to one of three grades respect- 
ively — ^first, second and third — and that, when a vacancy occurred, the Com- 
fldtalo&ers should name the appointee, having recourse to the second 
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grade only when the names in the first should be exhausted, and similarly 
with reference to the second and third grades. The Medical Superintend- 
ent might absolutely reject any individual applicant whom he considered 
unsuited, by re&aining from assigning him to either one of the three 
grades ; and, upon the other Hand, a particularly promising applicant 
whose services could only be secured by accepting them at once, might be 
assigned by the Medical Superintendent to an existing vacancy forthwith, 
the formal assent of the Commissioners being obtained afterwards. 

Under these concessions a measurable improvement in the character 
and morale of the Staff was apparent, Umited, however, by the continuance, 
of the other drawbacks alluded to, and i^diich either remained unchanged, 
or were, in some particulars, intensified. 

Upon the first of January, 1884, however, the establishment of a system 
of Municipal-Civil-Service examinations and regulations terminated the ar- 
rangement above detailed, and, I regret to say, inaugurated a gradually de- 
clining standard. 

For the principles of civil service reform, I have great respect, but, as a 
simple matter of record as to the practical result of their application to this 
particular Institution, I am compelled to say that they have not been of 
benefit. That with radical modifications of the rules governing their ap- 
plication, an entirely different outcome may be obtained, I am quite 
prepared to admit, and more than ready to expect. 

In my judgment, a leading principle in Civil Service administration 
should be the delegation to the responsible head of an Institution, of the 
absolute right of selection at some stage or other. I have no possible 
objection to an examination ; wish indeed that it might be made much more 
stringent; but I am of the decided opinion that neither its form nor its 
time should be such as to delay the prompt filling of vacancies. 

Your Board will remember that but little time elapsed after the establish- 
ment of the Municipal Service examinations before I found myself compelled 
to appeol to you in consequence of their serious effect upon the number and 
personnel of the Attendants upon Ward's Island. The number of Attendants 
had been increased during the year 1883, and 112 were upon duty at its 
close. Upon the first of January, 1884, the Municipal-Civil-Service regula- 
tions went into effect, and as soon thereafter as the fourth of May, it became 
necessary to advise your Board that unfilled vacancies existed sufficient to 
cripple the service, that an average of ten such unfilled vacancies had con- 
tinued ever since the change, and that, in order to prevent a still greater 
average, it had been neccessary to accept men who would, under the former 
system of selection, have been promptly rejected. In the same communica- 
tion I stated that of thirty-three applicants certified by the Municipal Ex- 
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aminers in the first four months of the year, I ha<l been (compelled to abso- 
lutely reject ten, and that, of the twenty-three accepted Csome of thc^in re- 
luctantly, and for the reason above stated,) no less than nine liad already 
proven incompetent or derelict, and had been gotten rid of. 

From this time out, similar complaints had to be made almost weekly. 
Upon one occasion, with nine existing vacancies, but three candidates ap- 
peared out of an eligible list of seventeea ; upon another, but two prcwnted 
themselves, though there were twelve vacancies, and the list flemished 
called for thirteen. A month later I reported the developmeiit of an "el- 
ement of insubordination, consequent upon the recognition by i\w 1c>hs 
worthy members of the Corps of Attendants of tlie difficulties attending? the 
filling of vacancies, but two Attendants then remaining on the most violent 
ward, where, ordinarily, five had been employed "; and, after continued re- 
presentations to the same effect, I wrote to the Board u|)on February 20tli ; 
1885, as follows : 

" I have the honor to report that there are to-day fourteen unfilled vac- 
ancies upon the Staff of Attendants at this Asylum, and there are several At- 
tendants upon duty whom I should at once retire as incompetent if I could 
fill their places. 

"I attended at the office of your Board yesterday, for the purpose of meet- 
ing twenty-four applicants wno w6re summoned (according to a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Municipal service, to your Board) to be 
present. 

"But seven of this number presented themselves ; and only one of these 
was, in my judgment, a desirable man. I, however, under the presHiu-e of 
circumstances, selected four. Two of the others had already served here 
and shown their incapacity, and the third, gave no promise of possible 
suitability. 

"I respectfully call the attention of your Board, again, to the urgency of 
the matter, and ask that you wiU make such representaticms te his Honor 
the Mayor as may secure, through a modification, or temporary 8U8i)en8ion, 
of existing rules, reUef from this extremely embarassing condition of affairs. 

"It is manifest that some defect must exist in tlie present methods when, 
with the large number of unemployed men in the city, but one person pre- 
sents himself out of tweoty-four summoned ; and when, continuously, for 
nearly a year, our service is crippled by the existence of vacancies, reach- 
ing at times to as many as twenty." 

It can scarcely be necessary te dwell upon this matter. Letter after letter 
in similar strain appears upon our letter-book, and appeal after appeal 
has been made to the Municipal-Civil-Service Advisory-Boai-d and its 
successive Secretaries. But there has been no amelioration of the con- 
dition of affairs as affecting the Ward's Island Asylum, and I have found, 
since my assumption of the duties of General Superintendent, that the 
Female Asylum on Blackwell's Island, and its branch on Hart's Isl- 

7 
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and, have shared, and share now, in the resulting deterioration of the ser- 
vice. A notable, and, but for its serious effects, ludicrous example of this 
community of suffering presented itself when, in the Spring of 1885, the 
State Legislature passed an act giving to veteran soldiers a preference over 
other apphcants for appointments in the public service. A doubt suggested 
as to the technical interpretation of one clause in the act led to the vdthhold- 
iog of all eligible lists pending its solution. The lists were so withheld for 
several weeks, or until over thirty vacancies accrued in the Male Asylum, 
causing most serious embarrassment, and they were also vdthheld from the 
Female Asylum, though the bearing of the act upon female employees was 
to say the least, remote. 

Should the general tenor of the present regulations be preserved, con- 
cessions, such as I have from time to time asked for, might so far modify 
their ill-effects as to secure more and better applicants. One source of 
supply from which we formerly profited might, for instance, be re-opened 
to us. I refer to Attendants already trained in other Asylums in this coun- 
try or abroad. To the lonner the higher wages paid here, as compared 
with Public Asylums generally, prove an attraction, to which is added the 
very general desire to move to a large city; and the latter, wishing to emi- 
grate in any case, are naturally anxious to continue in the new country the 
vocation they have followed in the old. These sources furnished us some 
of our most desirable recruits imder the former regime, and even now I am 
in constant receipt of letters of enquiry from such Attendants; but I am 
compelled to answer that the requirements of the Municipal-Service rules 
as to previous residence in the city render the enquirer ineligible. 

I very much doubt, however, if concessions or changes in the matter of 
minor details will avail very much in the way of bringing about the im- 
provement so much to be desired. To my thinking, the change should go 
to the extent of the adoption of the system in vogue in the State Acfylums 
and which is said to be practically successful. Under it, certain Officers se- 
lected from the Staff of each Asylum, serve as an Examining Board for that 
particular Asylum, and, being upon the spot, and acting promptly, a va- 
cancy can be filled immediately upon its occurrence. It would seem>to me 
that no harm can result from the delegation to some of the Officers, of the 
City Asylums of similar powers and duties. If it is not thought desirable 
to entirely surrender to them the duty of examination, the power of pro- 
bationary appointment might be conceded, so that a vacancy could be, at 
least provisionally, filled forthwith. Subsequent examination by the regu- 
lar examiners, could then be made more exhaustive and stringent, could 
take account of proven, instead of problematical, fitness for the duties, and 
need Qopc^rn itself only vnth those wl^p h^ developed capacity and lilntig 



for the work, instead of beiii^^ waated upon a large number of poBsibk 
apphcantB, of whom but a small proportion piesent themBelves when caUed 
for. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
After all, m the main, the evila ariaiug from over-crowding and from a 
low grade of Attendants, depend, as do moat of the other and perhaps 
minor evils, upon the inadequacy of the amount allowed to your Bo^rd to 
cover the coat of care and maintenance of the Insane of your Department. 
At no time during. the period of my connection with the Department- 
over seventeen years— has a fair allowance been at all approximated. 
It is as true to-day of all the Asylums, as it waa in 1874 of the Ward's 
Island Asylum, that economy is pushed to the extent of seriously embar- 
rassing the Oflicera in all their endeavors to promote the welfare of their 
charges. 

In myreport for 1874, I find, under the caption of " ECONOMY" the fol- 
lowing language ; 

"An unfortunate tendency in many Asylums, and in those of this De- 
partment among others, has been toward the eserciae of a too stringent 
economy, 'How much does it coat to keep a Patient?' is the question by 
which efficiency ia apt to be judged, and ao ' i'pHpinc/,' Patients, comes to be 
looked upon as the miaaion of the 1 natitution, and the nobler office of curing 
them becomes of secondary importance. It woald seem a self-evident 
propoaition that it is truer economy to apend a dollar a day upon a man 
•nd send him out well, than to cut him down to fifty cents and keep him 
rU hia life. But nothing is harder than to convince peraons of th s. Yet 
it could, I think, bo demonstrated, if th.- opportunity be afforded. Jf you 
flflk any man of large experience in Insane Asylums, what he considers "the 
most important element of treatment, be will, I think, be more than likely 
to say, ' a sufficient quantity of good food.' If this be true of Asylums in 
.ffeueral, especially is it so of those of your Depaiiment, whose Patients are 
largely recruited from the destitute classes, in whom starvation and misery 
■o often form a chief factor in the determination of insanity. I fully believe 
that there are many men within these walls now, incurable oaaes, who, with 
■Store generous diet, and more generous provision generally, at the access of 
ttieir disease, would have long since gone forth clothed and in their right 
minds. But the standard of cheapneat haa been made the atandurd of ex- 
«ellcnce, the officers of the diflerent Asylums have been unconsciously led 
into a rivalry as to which should farthest reduce the cost of supporting 
■Patients, and one Institution (not this, I am happy to say,) has succeeded 
in making nine cents a day cover the entire coat of a Patient's food. So it 
baa been demonatrated that Lunatics can be 'kept' at a cost to the tas- 
|iayers of nine centa a day ! To be sure aome of Uiem will die, but ao much 
the better for the tax-payers ! 

" Seriously, gentlemen, is it not time that this should be reformed, or that 
i(ew lork ehould cease to vaunt itself as the 'City of Cbaritiea?' There 

not a town or village upon this Continent that spends as little upon its 
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Insane as this great City of New York. I make this assertion after a care- 
ful examination of the subject, and a careful comparison of expenses with 
a large number of Asylums from which I have received reports. 

'' I do not wish to be understood as casting any reflection upon the gentle- 
men who have at different times preceded you. I am well aware that their 
views have not always been respected, and that they have been called upon 
more than once to carry on this great Department with sums much less than 
their own estimates of its requirements. 

*' It is easy to pen platitudes about common places, and grow eloquent 
in acknowledgments of the gift of a packet of garden seeds, or some old 
newspapers, but it seems to me that these yearly reports should be of some 
practical value, and they can only be made so by the detail of one's 
observations and honest convictions. 

" I speak of these things because I find them so, because every day they 
are forced upon my attention, and because I behave it to be my duty to say 
what I think may be of value to you in your government of these Institu- 
tions, and not only what may be pleasant to eveiybody. 

'' 1 must say, then, that I consider that the Patients here receive less ihan 
they are entitled to from the community upon which they are a charge. 
Their food is insufficient in quantity, and of too limited a variety, ^e 
wards are almost bare of furniture, and look cold and cheerless — and 
similar fault may be found with almost all the appointments of the Institu- 
tion. I cannot beUeve that there is any adequate reason for this City's 
comparing so unfavorably with others in the matter of provision for ttie 
care of the Insane. I am convinced that one great reason for the defect is 
the ignorance that prevails as to the real condition of these Institutions, 
and I take this opportunity of doing my part towards securing a better 
understanding of the matter." 

It is a coincidence that the amount allowed for the support of the Patients 
in the Ward's Island Asylum in 1875, the first full year of my Superintendence, 
and 1886 respectively, were almost identical, so that for each individual 
Patient, the daily expenditure for all purposes was 32 7-10 cents in the former, 
and 32 6-10 cents in the latter. The cost in the Lunatic Aefylum on Black- 
well's Island and at its Branch on Hart's Island is still less, being but 28 8- 
10 cents in one, and 24 7-10 cents in the other, for the past year. 

During the ten years intervening, the cost has, from year to year, varied 
aUghtly, mainly depending upon variations in prices of provisions, reaching 
in one year, 1883, as high as 34 4-10 cents a day, and falling in another year, 
1879, as low as 30 6-10 cents. This was at the Ward's Island Asylum, the 
other Asylums showing a corresponding variance. An average for the first 
named institution of about 32 5-10 cents has been maintained throughout 
the twelve years, of which about one-half has been expended for fo.d, 
while the other half has had to cover all other items of expenditure — salaries, 
clothing, medicines, heat and light, and so forth No one can daim, or pre- 
tend, for a moment, that sixteen cents a day can provide adequate food for 
a person who is insane, and therefore sick, or that an equal amount can 
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properly provide for all bis other wants. All that can properly be claimed 
is that the best use is made of the meagre amount, that it is expended to 
the best advantage, and that by the employment of Patients, and in other 
feasible ways, it is sought to relieve this fund from all possible chargea 
For instance every article made by a Patient and every office performed by 
one, which would otherwise have to be paid for out of the appropriation 
leaves just so much more of the latter for food, etc. 

When, as in the case of the County of New York, the State, which is the 
legal custodian of all the Insane within its boundaries, delegates their care 
to local authorities, there is a moral, if no other, obUgation resting upon 
the latter, to provide for them at least as Hbcrally as would the State had it 
retained its control That this moral obUgation is not met in the case of the 
City of New York goes without saying. In even the largest, aud conse- 
quently cheapest, of the State Asylums, nearly twice as much is expended 
upon each patient as is expended by New York City, and this although the 
State Asylum is devoted exclusively to chronic and incurable cases, while 
the City Asylums receive as well, the acute and curable whose care and 
maintenance should be proportionately more costly. 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon this matter, for its bearings are self- 
evident. In a word, the improvement which is confessedly needed in the 
condition of the Insane of this City, is to be compassed by one simple expe- 
dient ; the granting of a lai'ger appropriation. Given this, and the over- 
crowding, the inferiority of the Attendants, and the consequent and minor 
evils can be effectually and speedily removed. 

In what way this larger appropriation cau be obtained, your Board is 
better qualified than myself to determine. Tlie enlistment, as advocates of 
the increase, of those who, as State Commissioners of Charities or in other 
official capacities, have knowledge of the prevailing conditions, would seem 
to me a step of obvious propriety. If the members of the Board of Appor- 
tionment could be induced to visit the Asylums, and pei'sonally inform 
themselves of their needs, I cannot but believe that they would regard your 
applications for increased allowances with more favor than they have 
Idtiierto shown. Especially is it important, that the subject should in 
some way be so presented to the Taxpayers, as to lead them, however strong 
may be their natural desire to Hmit their owu burdens, to sanction, as a 
matter of plain duty, adequate provision for tlie Insane who have the right 
to look to them for support. 

In conclusion, I desire to assure the gentlemen of your Board of my 
sense of the obligation under which you have placed me, by promoting 
me to the newly-created office of General Superintendent of the Insane. 
The fact that the action of your own Board was suggested, in the first place. 
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by Uie Board of Conaulting Phjsiciaiis of the Asylum, and was concurred 
in, as you Lave informed me, by the State Commissioner in Lunacy, and 
the visiting Commissioners of the State Board of Charities, adds to my 
sense of obligation, and, at the same time, of responsibiUty . I shaU en- 
deavor to justify, by my administi*ation of the trust, the confidence shown 
by those whose official position, makes them responsible, with myself and 
my subordinates, for the care of the Insane of this City ; and shall hope 
that our united efforts, may, within the coming year, secure from other 
official bodies concerned, such concessions, changes and appropriations, as, 
in the judgment of all, are absolutely necessary, before the fullest justice 
can be done to the most unfortunate and most deserving, of the City's de- 
pendents. 

Very Respectfully, 

A. E. MACDONALD, 

Oenerd SuperirUendenL 



THE NEW YORK CITY LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



Blackwell's Island, January 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henby H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and CwTectiom 

Sir. — I have the honor to submit the report of the operations of 
the Asylum for the year ending December 31st, 1886, together with 
the usual statistical tables. 

MOVEMENTS OF POPULATION. 

At the beginning of the year there were 1,605 patients in the asy- 
lum. During the year 643 were admitted, 10 were returned from the 
branches, 287 were discharged, 108 were transferred to the branches, 
and 154 died. At the close of the year 1,709 patients remained. 

The highest number under treatment was 1,716 ; the lowest was 
1,602 ; the average was 1,612 1-12. 

Of those admitted 97 had previously been inmates, and 22 of these 
were admitted more than once during the year. 

Of those discharged 121 had recovered, 89 had improved and 77 
had not improved during their residence in the asylum. 

Of those who died one was not a proper subject for a hospital for 
the insane, as she was suffering from acute meningitis. 

OVER-CROWDING. 

The over-crowded condition of the asylum continues, notwithstand- 
ing the apparent relief afforded by the discharges, the transfers and 
the deaths. As in past years the admissions have been greatly in 
excess of the total number removed, and the ratio of increase is 
larger every year. At the close of each year there are at least 
100 patients more than at its beginning, and the accommodating facil- 
ities of the various wards are necessarily abused. The asylum's ac- 
tual capacity, based on scientific calculations, is 1,274 ; but its 
forced capacity, which varies with the census, is above 1,700. 

At the beginning of the year nearly 400 patients slept on mattresses 
placed directly on the floor, and nearly 200 had to stand while eating 
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their meals. At present no patients sleep on the floor, owing to a 
recent increase in the number of bedsteads, and, by serving a "secw 
ond table," all are seated at meals. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The occupation of the new laundry has made room for the exten- 
sion of the kitchen and for the construction of a large dining-room 
for the attendants. 

New and more commodious quarters in the main building are be- 
ing prepared for the night attendants, and they soon will be entirely 
removed from the noise of the wards. 

Some of the pavilions have been replastered and reshingled, and 
all the wards have been rekalsomined, and some of them have been 
repainted. 

The sewer pipes have had a complete inspection, and many feet of 
new pipe have been laid. 

Our measures of protection against fire have been increased, by 
placing ''hand grenades" in convenient places. The patients take 
semi-weekly practice in the use of the fire escapes. 

A part of one end of the Lodge has been rebuilt, thereby render- 
ing the building much more substantial. 

An additional boiler has been placed in the new boiler house, thus 
insuring sufficient heat to keep the patients of the Lodge and Betreat 
warm, even in the most severe weather. 

New hedges have been planted, the roads have been greatly im- 
proved and the general appearance of the grounds made more at- 
tractive. 

The facilities for the employment of patients have been increased, 
so that from 1,000 to 1,200 patients are daily engaged in various 
kinds of work. The extension of employment was eflfected by the 
removal of all the female Work-House helpers, by the establishment 
of a mat and brush factory and a mending room, and by having the 
kalsomining of the walls and ceilings of the wards done by the pa- 
tients. In the factory, both coir and rag mats are' made, as well as 
all the scrubbing-brushes used in this and some of the other institu- 
tions of the Department. 
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'.Ifost of the sewing, knitting, etc., is done in the wards; and the at- 
'ftendants have been found competent to supervise this work. When 
».t is remembered that, in addition to cutting and making all the gar- 
ents and bedding for the asylum, much of the clothing for the Ban- 
U's Island hospital, for the Work House and for many other insti- 
utions in the department is made here, it will be evident that our 
ards must present an industrious appearance. 

Work House women formerly assisted the night attendants in car- 
for patients, but an increase in the number of night attendants 
as rendered the presence of prison inmates quite unnecessary. 



The salaries of thirty-five attendants have been raised to $18 per 
:anonth. All the head attendants, as well as the night attendants of 
"^e hospital, epileptic and infirmary wards, received the benefit of 
^his increase. 

The reception, hospital, epileptic and infirmary wards have two 
iiight attendants each ; the others have one each. 

The adoption of an attendant's uniform of brown and white seer- 
sucker, with white caps and aprons, has proven of advantage in many 
ways. 

The number of resident physicians has been increased from twelve 
to sixteen, thereby enabling the assignment of a senior and a junior 
assistant to each division of the medical service. New members of 
the staff are not given charge of any wards, but perform their duties 
and acquire their experience under the guidance of the older mem- 
bers of the staff. 

The position of ''night medical officer" has been abolished, and 
assistant physicians now act in rotation as officer of the night 
Upon assuming duty for the night the assistant accompanies the 
physicians of the reception and hospital wards in a tour of their re- 
spective services, and receives from them instructions concerning all 
cases requiring especial attention. A book is also provided, that 
memoranda for the information of the officer of the night may be 
made by the physicians. 

The application of the salaries formerly attached to the positions 
of ''night medical officer" and "assistant conductress," both of which 
were abolished, permitted the increase in the salaries of the attend- 
ants. Previously all attendants received the same amount ($16) in 
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oompensation for their services, no allowance haying been made for 
experience or for responsibility of position. 

When the weather permits, all who are physically able are taken 
out for exercise, both morning and afternoon. The old airing courts 
have been destroyed, the open recreation grounds supplying their 
places. 

Supervisors now attend during the bathing hours of each ward, 
whether in the bath room or the salt water bath, in order to see that 
the rules in regard to bathing are enforced. Bath towels and addi- 
tional face towels have been furnished to all the wards. 

The "individual dose" system of delivering medicines has been in- 
troduced and is quite satisfactory, preventing the possibility of abuse 
at the hands of the attendants. 

During the last few years there has been a marked diminution in 
the amount of mechanical restraint employed. In 1883, the daily 
average number of patients restrained was 9.79 ; in 1884, it was 6.87 ; 
in 1885, it was 4.41; in 1886, it was 0.87. There has been no occasion 
for the employment of restraint since the seventeenth day of Decem- 
ber. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF. 

Dr. E. 0. Dent, the Assistant Medical Superintendent, was ap- 
pointed Acting Medical Superintendent to fill the vacancy, and 
served under this title until December 31st, at which time he was 
formally appointed Medical Superintendent. 

Dr. Frank H. Ingram, who was a member of the medical staff in 
1883, and who had ever since been officially connected with Brigham 
Hall Hospital, at Oanandaigua, N. Y., was appointed on Augufit 1st 
to the position of Acting Assistant Medical Superintendent. 

Drs. Wm. P. Lawler, Willis C. Sarle, James E. Gray, Wm. H. H 
rison, C. B. Hexamer and D. S. Sheehan received appointments as 
Assistant Physicians. 

Dr. Thomas M. Franklin, for six years the Medical Superintend- 
ent, resigned his position on May 1st. 

Dr. Hoell Tyler, after five years of faithful service, resigned his 
position of First Assistant Physician, to accept a similar, but more 
lucrative, one, in the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane. 
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Br. E. E. Whitehome also resigned his position, to accept a more 
lucrative one, after creditably serving the institution for nearly five 
years. 

Dr. D. W. McFarland resigned, to accept a position in the New 
Jersey State Asjlnm, at Morris Plains. 

Dr. John T. Beilly resigned, to accept a position in Chestnut Hill 
Betreat, Clifton, Staten Island. 

Dr. Charles Hexamer resigned, to accept a position in St. Francis 
Hospital. 

Dr. Charles P. Bussel, the night medical officer, died at his home 
in the city, June 12th. He was highly esteemed, and left a record of 
faithful service. 

It is with deep regret that we chronicle the death of Mrs. Mary 
Gk>odwin, who had been for nearly forty years the matron of the 
asylum. She performed her duties with untiring zeal, until within a 
fortnight of her death, which occurred December 7th. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Theatrical, musical and elocutionary entertainments, dancing, cal- 
isthenics, the carousal, croquet, and salt water bathing, as well as the 
usual indoor games, afforded diversion for the many patients under 
care. The theatrical and musical entertainments were given by pa- 
tients who had been selected from a class of about one hundred, and 
were witnessed by from six hundred to seven liundreiL From four 
hundred to six hundred patients enjoyed the salt water bath daily 
during the summer months. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To Mrs. Charlotte Russell Lowell we are indebted for a second 
gift of fifty dollars to the amusement fund. 

As in former years, Messrs. Lord & Taylor, J. Wall <fe Son, J. S. 
Huyler, H. W. Hoops, L. Scliwai'z and A. J. Hope have made Christ- 
mas donations of dry goods, confectionery, etc., etc., contributing 
greatly toward the enjoyment of our patients. 

Miss Ellen CoUins and some of the medical officers of the institu- 
tion gave donations of money, and this was used in the purchase of 

confectionery for distribution on Christmas day. 
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We are indebted to Miss Sarah Bobinson for many select read- 
ings, which were greatly enjoyed by the patients. 

The Fruit and Flower Mission sent many pretty banners, mottoes 
and evergreen trimmings for Christmas decorations, in addition to 
their usual gifts of cut flowers. 

We thankfully acknowledge the continued receipt of ''Frank Les- 
lie's Illustrated Newspaper," the "Staats Zeitung" and the "Journal 
of Meutal Science." The subscription for the last named journal 
has been paid, as for several years past, by Miss Ellen Collins, for 
the benefit of the Medical Staff. 

The State Charities Aid Association contributed many books and 
magazines. 

The State Commissioner in Lunacy and members of the State 
Board of Charities, made repeated visits of inspection, during the year. 

Beligious services were conducted, as usual, by the Bev. Messrs. 

Alfred Blewitt and W. G. French, and by the Bev. Fathers Duran- 

quet and Dufour. 

Very respectfully, 

E. C. DENT, 

Medical SuperiniendenL 
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TABLE L 

AdmiiSfsums^ Discharges and Deaths during the year 1886. 



Number of patients remaining Jannary 1, 1886 

Admitted dnrinff the year 

Returned from Branch at Hart's Island 



«i 



»< 



•* •• Ward's •* 



Total under treatment. 

Discharged, Recovered 

improved 

nnimproyed 



<i 



<< 



Died, improper subject 

** mentaJly nnimproyed, 



Transferred to Branch at Hart's Island 



«• 



«« 



Ward's 



«i 



Number uf patients remaining January 1, 1887 



613 
9 
1 



• • • • 


• • • • 


2258 


121 


tt • • • 


• • • 


89 


• • ■ • 


• • • • 


77 


287 


• • • • 


1 


• • • 


• • • • 


158 


154 


• • • • 


94 


• tt • « 


• • • • 


14 


108 


549 



1605 

« • • . 

• • • • 

653 



1709 



TABLE II. 

Admissions, Discharges and Deaths since 1846. 



Number of patients on January 1, 1847 

Admitted since, to December 31, 1886 

Returned from Branch at Hart's Island, to Dec 31, 1886 — 

Ward's *• 



«« 



ti 



«• 



It 



(I II 



Total 



Discbai^ged since Jannary 1, 1847 

Died " " " 

Transferred to Hart's Island to December 31, 1886 
•* Ward's «* *• •* 



• • • . • c* • 



Total. 



Remaining in Asylum, December 81, 1886 



Males. 

160 
5258 
.... 

• • • • 


Females. 

223 

13706 

59 

173 


Total. 

383 

18964 

59 

173 


5418 


141(>1 

3261 
86J 
443 


19579 


3972 
1446 

. * • • 
• • • • 


11855 

4707 

865 

443 


5418 


12452 
1709 


17870 


.... 


1709 _ 



TABLE in. 

Ages (/ Patients at time of Admission. 



Under 20 yean 29 

Between 20 and 80 years 176 

" 30 " 40 «« 169 

" 40 •« 60 •* 127 

" 60 " 60 " 78 



Carried forward. 



579 



Brought forward 579 

Between 60 and 70 years 40 

70 *• 80 •• 18 



II 
11 
II 



80 " 90 
90 « 100 



II 
II 



5 

r 



Total 



648 
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TABLE IV. 

Nativity cf Patients admitted. 



Unltod Slates 165 

Ireland 240 

(f<»nnHny J37 

Norway I 

lioluMiiia . I 

Holland 2 

IhMimark 2 

AiiHtiia 7 

England 25 

SiM>tland 8 

(Jibmllar 1 



Brought forward 

Hnngaiy 

Wales 

I Sweden 

Canada 

France 

Switzerland 

Italy , 

Poland , 

Hussia , 

Belgium 

Buvaria , 



CarriiMl forwanl 589 



589 
2 
1 
9 
3 
9 
2 
6 
7 
12 
2 
1 



Total 



643 



TABLE V. 

Ocvupalion of Patients admitted. 



Attendant to Insane 1 

Arlitlolul Flower Makers 5 

Fan Maker 1 

Furrier ', 1 

Feather Curlers 2 

Cloak Makers 2 

CtK)k8 21 

Dtunestlca 237 

Dree** Makers 16 

Factory Hands 6 

HousekiH'iH^rs 68 

Housewives 148 

Uice Makers 2 

liaundresst^ 16 

Midwife 1 

No (HH'uiMitlon 2') 

Boarding-house kiM^pi-r 1 

CarrliMl forward ^^53 



Brought forward 553 

Nurses 5 

Sample Cutter 1 

Tobacco Workers 6 

Peddlers 5 

Saleswomen 3 

Milliners t 

Seamstresses 21 

Fortune-Teller 1 

Pianist 1 

Tailoresses 13 

Teachers 3 

Unknown 26 

Washerwomen 2 

Cash Girl l 

Clerk 1 

Total 643 



TABLE VL 

Civil Condition of Patients admitted. 



Married 275 . Brought forward 

Single 233 Unknown 

Widows.. 116 



Carried forward 624 



624 
19 



Total. 



643 
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TABLE Vn. 

Forms of FnsanUy cf Patients admitted. 



Mania,— Acute... . 
Sub- Acute. 
Chronic . . . 
Puerperal . 
Recurrent . 
Epileptic . . 
Hysteric... 



118 
14 
3!) 
23 
39 
8 
3 



244 



Melancholia.— Acute 


184 




" Sub-Acute 


21 




•* Chronic 


25 




** Puerperal 


24 




** Recurrent. 


29 




«* Epileptic 


7 


290 


Curried forward... 




534 



Brought forward 534 

Dementia — Primary 18 

" Secondary 10 

*♦ Epileptic 7 

•* Senile 46 

♦* L'nclassilied 3 

84 

Paresis, (renerai 23 

Iml)ecility 1 

Improi>er subjects l 

25 

Total 643 



TABLE VUI. 

Number of Atfackn of PaJHerUa admitted. 



First Attack 



517 



Brou;^ht forward 



Second ** 67 Seventh Attack 

Thld ** 24!Ninth 

Fourth ** 10 Tenth " 

Hfth ** 6 Unknown 

Mxth *• 4 

' Total ... 



Carried forward 627 



^27 
3 
1 
3 
9 

^43 



TABLE IX. 

Admissions and Re-admissions of year's Patients, 



First Admi8:>ion 520 



Second 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 



«< 
«« 
It 
i« 



GuTied forward. 



80 

20 

4 

2 

626 



Brought forward 626 

Sixth Admission 3 

Seventh ** 3 

Tenth ** 4 

Unknown 7 

Total 643 
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TABLE X. 

TerniA of Residence in the Uniltrd States of Patients admitted. 



From 3 months to 6 months. 6 

6 '• to I year b 

1 year to 5 yc«rs 84 

5 Vears- 10 ** 59 

10 * * 20 *• 119 

20 •* 30 •* 100 



CairiM forward 376 



Brought forward 376 

From 30 to 40 years 61 

•* 40 50 ** 26 

*' 50 60 " 7 

Lifetime Jo6 

Uukuown J7 

Total 643 



TABLE XL 

rrftfemdon of Religion of Patientfi admitted. 



Ronitin Catholic 365 

ProtePtanL 184 

Hebrew 56 



Carried forward 605 



Bronght forward 605 

Unknown 30 

Intidels ..'..' 8 



Total 



643 



TABLE Xn. 

Education of Patients admitted. 



Education Good 21 

•« Fair 15 

'* Rending and Writing. . . . 395 

Reading only 74 



(( 



Carried forward 505 



Brought forward 505 

Education — None 104 

Unknown \, .14 



II 



Total 643 



TABLE XIIL 

Physical Condition of Patients admitted. 



Good 
Fair , 



28« 
208 



Brought forward 494 

Poor \\ 149 



Carried forward 494 



Total 



643 
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TABLE XIV. 

Habits ijf Paiientj* admiUed, 



Temperate 

Intemperate 

Carried forward. 



453 Brought fonrard 588 

135 Unknown 56 

588 Total 643 



TABLE XV. 

Admisisions, Discharges and Deaths for each Month. 



January 

Febmary 

March 

April 

May 

Jnne 

Jnly 

Apgost 

September 

O^ber 

November 

December 

Total 




4^ 



11 

7 
8 
18 
13 
12 
13 
14 
14 
14 
15 
15 



154 



8 







11(1 














TABLE XX. 
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J/«W 
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Sewing, etc,, done at Lunatic Asylum during the year 1886. 



ARTICLES. 



Ticks, Bed.., 
do. Pillow , 
Pillow Guses 
Sheets 



Spreads 

Towels, Roller 

do. Haud. . 

do. Dish 

Chemises, Muslin 

do Canton Flannel. 



Drawers, do. 

do. Red 
Shirts, do. 

do. Blue 

do. Men's 

Dresses, Calico . . 

do. Ticking 

do. Seersucker 

Petticoats 

Aprons 



do 
do 
do. 
do. 



Night Gowns 

Suspenders, Pairs 
Caps, Attendants, 

do. Shroud , 

Jumpers, Men's. . . 

Wrappers 

Blankets 

Diapers 

Table Cloths 

Shrouds, Adults. 



Stockings made. Pairs. 
Scrub Brushes made. . . 



Door Mats made. 



PE4 



90) 

40) 

1,136 

2,436 

35 

950 

200 

200 

2,650 

1,05) 

1,050 

100 

100 



2,300 

tt • • • 

276 
850 
220 
100 

* • • • 

600 



10 



15,878 
2,342 
3,920 

98 
22,238 






2,087 

2,025 

7,208 

10,660 

356 
1,308 
1,780 

200 
3,062 

100 

500 



100 
6,422 
1,624 

112 

• • • • 

2.447 
1,550 
1,054 
1,298 

• • • • 

150 
50 

100 
7 

900 
23 

500 



45,623 



45,623 



o 



2,987 

2,425 

8,344 

13,096 

706 

2,258 

1,980 

4U0 

5,712 

1,150 

1,550 

100 

100 

100 

6,422 

3,924 

112 

276 

3,297 

1,770 

1,154 

1,298 

600 

150 

50 

100 

7 

900 

33 

500 

61,501 
2,342 
3,920 

98 
67,861 



NEW YOBK CITY ASYLUM FOB THE INSANE. 



Ward's Island, Jan. 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction, 

My Dear Sib. — I have the honor to present herewith the Annual 
Beport and Statistics of the New York City Asylum for the Insane 
for the period from January 1st, 1886, to December 31st, 1886. 

STATISTICS. 

To 1,652 patients in the asylum on January 1st, 1886, 612 were 
added during the year, making the total under treatment 2,264. 
This is considerably in excess of last year. 

Notwithstanding this increase the year closes with 1,691 patients 
in the asylum, only 41 more than at the beginning, while during the 
previous year the increase had been 143. This is due to the fact 
that the number of discharges was increased to 321 through the 
transfer of 60 patients to the Hart's Island Branch Asylum during 
September and October to take there the place of the objectionable 
Work-house help. They had accordingly to be carefully selected 
from our best working gangs. 

Of the 252 deaths during the year 103, almost one-half, succumbed 
to general paresis, a disease which has always been represented by a 
large number of victims in this institution. 

There was only one death by accident, and this resulted from the 
attempt at escape of a patient who had long been working in one of 
oxxj out-door laboring gangs, and who, in spite of diligent search, was 
found in the river only after life had become extinct. He suffered 
from secondary dementia, which circumstance would make suicidal 
intent improbable, and so it is probable that he was endeavoring to 
escape by attempting to swim to the other shore. 

As in preceding years the deabh rate has been augmented by the 
admission of cases in a moribund condition, where the accompany- 



120 

ing diseases, such as pneumonia, diarrhGea, etc., led to a speedily 
fatal termination, before it was possible to make arrangements for 
the return of the patient to the institution from which he came. Six 
such deaths occurred during the last three months of the year alone. 

OYER-OROWDING. 

The over-crowded state, to which attention has each year been 
caUed, makes itself more seriously felt as the various wards require 
to be vacated for the purpose of renovation. Two of our smaller 
wards are now unoccupied for the above reason, but one is now 
nearly completed. We will be still more inconvenienced when the 
larger wards require to be evacuated. 

EMPLOYMENT OF PATIENTa 

The past year has been one of increased exertion as regards pa- 
tients' labor. The putting down of anew system of sewerage necessi- 
tated a great deal of digging and the entire removal of the ground, 
saturated by leakage from the defective pipes beneath the floor of 
the cellar in the centre building, to a depth of from two to six feet, 
thus furnishing much work, which had to be done rapidly. 

Four wards have been entirely renovated and finished during the 
year, the work comprising the laying of new floors, repairs of all the 
wood-work, such as doors, window casings, etc., plastering, painting, 
frescoing of the walls, concealing the electric wires under mould- 
ings, etc, all of which have been done by our patients employed in 
the various trades. 

Much grading has been accomplished in the rear of the asylum. 
New roads have been made, old ones macadamized; an artiflcial lake 
has been made in the space facing the salt water bath; a rustic 
bridge crossing the lake gave much pleasure as well as work to the 
patients constructing it. Many minor permanent improvements 
were made in and out of doors. 

Notwithstanding the transfer to Hart's Island of 60 selected work- 
ing patients there has been an increase in the number of patients 
doing a full day's work, the daily average in 1885 being 551 and in 
1886 572 (the largest number in each year being 681 and 689 at work 
on any, not rainy, day). 

So much rush-work has been made, consisting of door and cuspi- 
dor mats, paper waste and wood baskets, etc., that the donations re- 
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oeived in exchange for these articles enabled us to purchase a new 
Knabe piano for use in 'the theatre. 

Eight wards have been fitted out with new plumbing work, closets, 
flushing tanks, double bath tubs, china urinals, slate washing basins, 
etc, while in six other wards the defective plumbing stiU continues 
in use, or, as is the case in three wards, the closets are locked ow- 
ing to their being unfit for use. 

No essential repairs having been undertaken since the erection of 
the asylum, and the plumbing work for public institutions at that 
time not having received so much attention as in later years, and be- 
ing therefore of very inferior order when compared with the modern 
appliances and the many improvements now deemed absolutely 
necessary, all this work and the injudiciously arranged system of 
carrying off the sewage, had so much deteriorated through long ser- 
vice that frequent superficial patchwork had to be resorted to, while 
the numerous closures of the various sewer branches, from obstruc- 
tions lod<:ing in the defective pipes required much digging and often 
to great depth, as frequently inside of the building as outside. 

This disturbance of the ground formerly "Potter's Field," the city 
burial ground for its poor, a dangerous proceeding at any time, was 
made imperative, through these obstructions, frequently and some- 
times during the heat of summer. 

This and the defective state of the plumbing in general gave rise 
to various outbreaks of disease, such as typhoid fever, dysen- 
tery, malarial fevers, etc., all affections of a zymotic nature. Only 
the most energetic and rigorous measures prevented their spreading. 
These diseases have appeared occasionally for years, but of late, dur- 
ing the hot weather, regularly. 

This state of affairs was much worse in the centre building, where 
the offices and officers' quarters are situated, by reason of a different 
arrangement of pipes from that of the wards, where a separate recess, 
ventilated by a special tower, prevented equal (K)ntamination of the 
air of the day and sleeping rooms, even with very defective plumbing, 
whilst in the centre building the danger increased with the decay of 
the apparatus. 

The natural consequence was the serious illness of several of the 
officers. Through the representations of the Medical Superintend- 
ent, Dr. A. E. Macdonald, and the efforts of your Honorable Board 
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$10,000 were appropriated to supply the asylum with improved 
plumbing and a better devised system of sewerage, in which no portion 
should load thnyugU the building, as in the old arrangement. 

This appropriation has been exhausted without finishing the 
work, for, as stated above, only eight wards and the centre building 
have l)een supplied with new plumbing, though nearly all of the old 
sewer-system within the building has been dug up and taken out, to- 
gether with the surroimding infiltrated earth. 

For tlie remaining six wards $5,000 should be appropriated with- 
out delay to enable us to put the plumbing in place before the onset 
of hot weather. 

Ventilators have been put in the roofs over the entire asylum to 
give free and direct vent to the foul air. 

SECLUSION AND RESTEAINT. 

In this, as in the two preceding years, neither seclusion nor re- 
straint has been used. 

SALT WATER BATH. 

The salt water bath has been used more extensively this year than 
lieretofore, so that nearly two-thirds of the entire number of inmates 
enjoyed the pri^'ilege of its use. 

The highest number bathing on one day was 852 (August 28th), 
and the highest total number of baths taken during one week (the last 
one in July) was 3,373. This number of baths was enjoyed by over 
one thousand patients, thus allowing each patient to bathe every other 
day. The female patients of the branch of the Lunatic Asylum of 
BlackwelFs Island, at the Homoeopathic Hospital, also used the salt 
water bath on numerous occasions. 

Arrangements had been made to allow the patients of the Idiot 
Asylum and branch of the Insane Asylum at Ward's Island, on Ran- 
dall's Island, to use the bath, by having them sent here by steamer, 
but the close of the season prevented the plans being carried out 

CHANGES IN THE MEDICAL STAFF. 

On March 1, 1886, Dr. A. E. Macdonald, the Medical Superintend- 
ent, was promoted to the newly created oflSce of General Superin- 
tendent of all the institutions for the insane in the department. 

The vacancy thus caused was temporarily filled by my appoint 
ment as Acting Medical Superintendent, and the resulting vacancy 
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Was temporarily filled also by the assignment of the first asisstant 
physician, Dr. W. J. Walsh, as Acting Assistant Medical Superin- 
tendent 

Of the assistant staff seven physicians resigned during the year — 
Dr. E. N. Carpenter, January 9, to take charge of the " Long Island 
Home" at Amity ville,L L; Dr. Finlay J. Bell, January 29th ; Dr. L. 
M. Magruder, February 12th ; Dr. E. B. Herrick, March 25th ; Dr. 
H. P. Cochrane, May 10th ; Dr. J. H. Girdner, September 23d, to 
enter private practice. Dr. M. J. White resigned December 31, 1886, 
to accept the position of assistant physician in the County Insane 
Asylum, Milwaukee, Wis. 

The office of Steward being abolished, Mr. John Kennedy left the 
institution July 1, 1886. 

The vacancies in the Medical Staff were filled from time to time 
by the appointment of Dr. F. A. Scratchley, Dr. George P. Shears, 
Dr. B. Bheinhart and Dr. C. E. Hoffman. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

At the beginning of the year the floor of the amusement hall was 
so torn up in consequence of the renewal of the plumbing work and 
heating apparatus of the ward directly below, and the removal of the 
stage, that performances and dances were out of the question. The 
practice of weekly dances or entertainments has, however, been re- 
commenced. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

Throughout the year religious services were regularly conducted 
by the Rev. Fathers Gelinas and Duranquet, and the Kev. Charles 
Wenman, while in emergencies Father Pratchensky, of the Emigra- 
tion Department, attended. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The State Charities Aid Association has again in this, as in the 
preceding years, furnished a quantity of reading matter in the way 
of current literature, the various daily newspapers, magazines, pam- 
phlets and illustrated weeklies, all of which are of great service to 
relieve the monotony of asylum life. Three copies of the German 
Staats Zeitung have been regularly received from the office of pub- 
lication on the date of issue. This is the only newspaper so sent. 
Christmas and New Year's cards and pictures were again presented 
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by Mr. Montagae Marks, who has for many years remembered the 
asylum in this way. 

During the year several members of the State Board of Charities 
made theii customary visits. The State Commissioner in Lunacy, Pro- 
fessor Stephen Smith, also inspected the entire institution. The in- 
dividual members of your honorable Commission made frequent 
visits to the asylum, and in addition to the above the institution 
had the benefit of the almost continuous supervision of the General 
Superintendent, Dr. A. E. Macdonald, to whose counsel and direc- 
tion the many improvements made and the general progress are 
mainly due. 

In conclusion, I would gratefully acknowledge the interest taken 
by your honorable Commission in the welfare of this institution, and 
your ready co-operation in measures calculated to aid the officers 
in the efficient performance of their duties and to enhance the utility 
of this gi'eat charity. 

The members of the meilical staff, the officers and employees are 
generally entitled to credit for the zealous discharge of their ardu- 
ous duties. 

I am, very respectfully, 

ALEX. TEAUTMAN, M. D., 

Medical Supt^ntendenL 
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THE BRANCH LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



New Yobk City Brakoh Lunatic Asylum, 
Habt's Island, N. Y., January 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henry H. Pobteb, 

Fr&ddent Department of 

Fvblic Chariti/i8 and Correction. 

Dear Sir. — I have the honor herewith to forward to your Honorable 
Board the Annual Report of this institution for the year 1886. 

The appended statistics will show the workings of the Asylum during 
the year. 

STATISTICS. 

Table No. 1 is a summary of the admissions, discharges and death, 
showing that we received by transfer 166 patients; that 22 were returned 
to the institutions whence they came; that 3 were discharged to the cus- 
tody of friends (2 in an improved mental condition and 1 mentally unim- 
proved) ; and that the number of deaths was 37. The whole number of 
inmates under treatment during the year was 662, and the number re- 
maining December 31st 600, being an increase of 104 since January 1st, 
1886. 

Table No. 2 gives the nativities of patients now in the Asylum. 

Table No. 3 shows the form of insanity of those discharged or returned 
their mental condition when discharged, and their ages, civil condition 
religion and race. 

Table No. 4 classifies the diseases of those who died, gives the form of 
their insanity, and specifies their ages, occupation, civil condition, habits in 
the use of liquor, nativity, reUgion and color. 

The small number of discharges (but three, and none of these recovered) 
is due to the fact that the asylum is only for the chronic insane, and those 
for whom there is not room at the asylums on Blackwell's and Ward's 
islands. 

The twenty-two patients returned became so excitable or violent that it 
was impossible to retain them here in an open pavilion. For this reason 
if, in future, any pavilions are to be added to this asylum it would be of 
great advantage to have one of them divided into single rooma The dan- 
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ger attending the transfer of an excitable or violent patient would then 
avoided. 

EMPLOYMENT OP PATIENTS. 

It has always appeared to me to be an unwise measure to confine the 
mates of an asylum to one sex, especially in a county asylum. When 
inmates consist of both sexes it gives a larger field for the occupatioi 
patients, is more economical, and in case of emergency, where male hel| 
required, we have the male attendants to call upon. 

Until September last this asylum contained only female patientB 
the outside work, and that too laborious for females, was performed 
Work-house help, which was unsatisfactory on account of the limi 
means of controlling the prisoners and the difficulty in getting them 
work. On the first day of September, upon the recommendation of 
General Superintendent, j'our Honorable Board ordered all of the Work-he 
help to be returned to the Work-house, and that 50 patients be traDsfei 
from the Ward's Island Asylum to fill their places. This number was at 
wards increased to 60. 

These patients now perform pJl the kitchen-work, outside labor. 
There is one employed as a painter, one as a carpenter, three to aasifit 
engineer, two in the laundry, seventeen in the kitchen and thirty-sL 
out-door work. Since their coming, they have built a new roadway acn 
the Island, have almost finished the grading around the new pavilion (i 
nearly completed), and have reclaimed for cultivation about an acr 
land at the south end of the grounds 

In March, of the past year, we were enabled to dispense with all the 
male Work-house help, and the work which had been done by ther 
Hart's Island Hospital has since been done by patients of this instita 
The laundry work for this institution and for Hart's Island HospitaJ 
well as for the medical stafif of the Insane Asylum on Ward's Island, is j 
done by our patients, and patients have been substituted for Work-he 
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ger attending the transfer of an excitable or violent patient would then he 
avoided. 

EMPLOYMENT OP PATIENTS. 

It has always appeared to me to be an unwise measure to confine the in- 
mates of an asylum to one sex, especially in a county asylum. When the 
inmates consist of both sexes it gives a larger field for the occupation of 
patients, is more economical, and in case of emergency, where male help is 
required, we have the male attendants to call upon. 

Until September last this asylum contained only female patients All 
the outside work, and that too laborious for females, was performed by 
Work-house help, which was unsatisfactory on account of the limited 
means of controlling the prisoners and the difficulty in getting them to 
work. On the first day of September, upon the recommendation of the 
General Superintendent, your Honorable Board ordered all of the Work-house 
help to be returned to the Work-house, and that 50 patients be transferred 
from the Ward's Island Asylum to fill their place& This number was after- 
wards increased to 60. 

These patients now perform pJl the kitchen-work, outside labor, etc 
There is one employed as a painter, one as a carpenter, three to assist the 
engineer, two in the laundry, seventeen in the kitchen and thirty-six at 
out-door work. Since their coming, they have built a new roadway across 
the Island, have almost finished the grading around the new pavilion (now 
nearly completed), and have reclaimed for cultivation about an acre of 
land at the south end of the grounds. 

In March, of the past year, we were enabled to dispense with all the fe- 
male Work-house help, and the work which had been done by them at 
Hart's Island Hospital has since been done by patients of this institution. 
The laundry work for this institution and for Hart's Island Hospital, as 
well as for the medical staff of the Insane Asylum on Ward's Island, is also 
done by our patients, and patients have been substituted for Work-house 
help as cook, as chambermaid and as waitress for the assistant physicians. 

By dispensing with Work-house women we have added to the capacity of 
the asylum the 26 beds formerly occupied by them. 

By these changes the labor list of patients has been increased from 175 
in January to 271 at the close of the year, and it might be further in- 
creased if suitable work (such as sewing and knitting) could be found for 
the old and demented, which form the larger number of patients received 
at this asylum. They at present make all the clothing required here, and 
keep in repair the clothing and bedding of this institution and the Ward's 
Island Asylum. The sewing reports for the year show the number of arti- 
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cles made to be 2,413 and the number repaired 107,121. During the game 
period an aggregate of 281,379 pieces have been washed and ironed. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Among tbe improvements effected duriog the last year were the entire 
reconstruction of the building occupied for offices for the medical superin- 
tendent, the assistant physicians and the clerks, and as living apartments 
for the physicians and matron. Also, the construction of a new drug store 
and the enlargement of the store-room to meet the requirements of an in- 
creased number of patients. New sewers were built for paviHons 1 and 3 
and the old pavilions D and E, were connected with hot and cold water, 
which now gives an abundant supply. Another important improvement 
during the past year was the substitution of brass for glass lamps. Wo 
have had on many occasions, narrow escapes from fire, both through acci- 
dents and from excited patients throwing missiles at the lamps. Kerosene 
is a dangerous and an undesirable light for an insane asylum and it is un- 
fortunate that, on the last two occasions that your Honorable Board called 
for gas or electric light for this island, it was refused by the Board of Ap- 
portionment. If kerosene is continued to be used, I predict a serious 
accident from ii 

The most important and prudential improvement in this direction made 
during the year has been the attachment of a salt-water connection to the 
steam pump, whereby an inexhaustible supply of water can be obtained in 
case of fire. A number of '' Babcock Fire Extinguishers " have also been 
added to those already here. 

I would urgently request that measures be taken, as soon as possible, to 
heat the pavilions by steam, instead of stoves, which are even more 
dangerous and unsatisfactory than the kerosene above-mentioned. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF. 

There has been no change in the Medical Staff this year. 

In the staff of attendants there were 12 resignations and 6 transfers to 
other institutions. Five were relieved from duty for incompetency or 
other causes, 1 failed to qualify and 1 died. 

The attendant who died, Alice Redmond, had been with us nearly three 
years and had proven herself to be a competent and trustworthy nurse. 
She had endeared herself to her associates by the amiabihty of her disposi- 
tion and cheerfulness, and her loss after a brief illness was deeply regretted 
byalL 

The appointments during the year were 29. 
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On June 24th we were granted two additional female attendants, in- 
creasing the staff to 36. Of these seven have been promoted to the rank 
of head attendant, one for each pavilion and one for the laundry. Their 
salaries have been increased to $18 per month. 

In charge of the male patients there are one head attendant, at a salary 
of $25 per month, and four attendants at salaries of $22. 

One of the latter is detailed as carpenter and attends to the repairs of 
the wood work, furniture, Ac, of this institution and Hart's Island Hos- 
pital 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . 

The Protestant chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Wenman, has made his semi- 
monthly visits with usual regularity, affording spiritual consolation to the 
members of that faith; while the Rev. D. J. Kelly has held divine service 
every Sunday for the benefit of our Catholic patients and employees. 

We have to again thank the ladies of the Fruit and Flower Mission for 
the visits so anxiously looked for by the patients. 

The thanks of the Medical Superintendent and staff are gratefully ten- 
dered to your Honorable Board and to the General Superintendent for the 
many courtesies received at your hands, and the many changes adopted for 
the benefit of the institution. 

Thanks are also due to the General Superintendent for the new rules 
and regulations prepared for our use. 

Yours very truly and respectfully, 

ANDREW EGAN, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent. 
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TABLE No. 1. 

Summary of Admissions, Discharges and Deaths during the year 1886. 



Patients Remaining December Slst, 1885 

Received from Lnnatic Asylnm, Blackweirs Island. 
'* '* Insane Asylam, Ward's Island 

Total Number treated daring the year 

Discharged to custody of friends 

Died during the year. 

Returned to Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island. . . 

** Insane Asylum, Ward's Island 

Remaining Decemt)er 31st, 1886 

Total 
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TABLE No. 2. 

Natimlies of Patients Remaining December 31, 1886. 
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ALMS-HOUSE, B. I. 



Warden's Office, January 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 
Sir.— I have the honor herewith to submit my Annual Report for 
the year 1886, accompanied by all the necessary statistical tables. 

There remaintHi in Alms-houso Dec. 31, 1885 1,579 

There were admiited during the year 1886 2,763 

Making a total of 4,342 

There died during the year 421 

Transferred to other institutions 13 

Eloind 1 

Discharged 2,330 2, 765 

Remaining December 31, 1886 1,577 

The number of inmates has been steadily increasing for years. 
At present the institution is very much overcrowded, and in conse- 
quence 350 have to sleep on the floor. In view of these facts I can- 
not too strongly urge the necessity for additional accommodations. 

I would again call your attention to the want of a suitable cook- 
house, and also a dining room for male employees. 

The facilities for washing bedding and clothing are inadequate, 
and it is desirable that for that purpose labor-saving machines be 
employed. 

A two story frame house has been erected in front of the wash- 
house. The inmates' clothes have been removed into it, away from 
the steam ascending from the wash-house, and can now be kept in a 
good state of preservation. It also leaves suflScient space in the 
wash-house to fit up a steam drying room, with elevator, which 
would be a great improvement to wash-house. 

The buildings have been painted, whitewashed and repaired 
throughout. Also extensive repairs to balconies of female buildings 
have been made. 

The chaplains, physicians, oflScers and employees have discharged 
their respective duties faithfully. 



The Catholic and Protestant missions have continued to supply 
the inmates with books, and the State Charities Aid Association 
have furnished them daily with large numbers of newspapers and 
periodicals. 

The sisters of St. Elizabeth's Guild and St. Andrew's Society and 
other ladies have afforded pleasure to the inmates by their frequent 
visits of benevolence. 

The supplies of food and clothing were regularly received and of 
good quality. 

I have again to return my thanks to your Honorable Board for 
your uniform kindness to me. 

I am, sir. 

Very respectfully, 

M. VOUGHT, 

Warden. 

STATEMENT. 

Showing the number of inmates in the Alnis-Eouse December 31, 1885, the 
number rectnved during the year 188G, the numJyer discharged and Died 
during that period and the number remainiug December 31, 1886. 

Number of inmates remaining December 31, 1885 1 ,456 

Received from Commissioners and Superintendent of Outdoor Poor during the 

year 1866 1,610 

From otber Institutions 34 

Total 3,1(;0 

Discharged during the year 1886 1,8.^2 

Transferred to other Institutions 13 

Deaths 393 

Total 1,728 

Number of inmates remaining December 31, 1886 1,372 

Males 657 

Females 715 

Native 149 

Foreign 1,223 
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NatwUu*i< ond i*a\i»e of Paaperusni of inmates of AlmH-Hmuse, 1886. 



Nativities of Inmates. 



Cause of Pauperism. 



Men. 



rniUHl SliiU-8 70 

In'laiid I 352 

Kii;rlaml ' 20 

Sonlaml. 30 

(iiTiimiiy loO 

Swit/ATluiul 3 

Fruiico 8 

Caiuulii U 

llollaiid 15 

657 



Wo- 
men. 

79 

51 

16 

130 

4 

3 

2 

6 



Total. 



U9 

8U1 

71 

46 

255 

7 

II 

11 

21 



Vajijnincy . 

Hliml 

DesUtulion 



715 1372 




Total. 



105 

86 
1181 



1 372 



^atrmcnl of the number of inmcUea received. Died and Discharged Jhrni the 

Work-House during the year 1886. 



Statement. 



W^ork-House Help and Inmates January 1, 1886 
Keceivwl during the year 



Total 



Dischargeil during the year 260 

Died during tht* year 20 



749 
8 



Total 
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360 
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280 


757 
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123 
1119 

1242 



1037 
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Classification of a^es of Inmates of Alms- House when admitted. 



Between 20 and 30 

** 30 and 40 

** 40 and 60 

** 60 and 60 

•* 60 and 70 

*• 70 and 80. . . 

«« 80 and 90 

•* 90 and 100 

Total 



Men. 


Wo 




men* 


40 


75 


80 


180 


139 


367 


370 


531 


327 


320 


219 


130 


30 


63 


• • 


• • 


1205 


1675 



Total. 



115 
260 
606 
901 
656 
349 
93 



2880 



-ft 
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ring Dusecuses cf those who Died in Hospital and Wards c 
Alms-Housey year ending December 31, 1886. 



Diseases. 




Lbscess Liver 

Liuemia, Pernidoos 

ipoplexy... 

^^kstheDia, Chronic 

^Oancenoma, Hepatic Melanotic 

^^ancenoma Mammal Schirrlms 

^Cardiac Valvnlar Disease 

^>rebro Spinal Sciirosis 

^^orea 

^^rrhosis Liver 

^ystitos 

IDeliriam Tremens 

IDementia, Paraljiica 

Diarrhoea, Chronic 

Dysentery , 

Empyema 

Entero Colitis , 

Epithelioma 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas, Phlegmonous 

Grimgrene 

Meningetis, Acate. 

Meningitis, Chronic 

Myelitis 

Nephritis, Chronic Interstitial 

Nephritis, Chronic Parenchymatroas 

Opam Diarrhoea 

Paralitis, Snppnrative 

Peritonitis, Tubeicolar 

Peritonitis, Simple 

Phthisis 

Plearisy 

Pneumonia. 

pyaemia. 

RhenmaUsm, Chronic 

Scorbntns 

Sq;yticflemia 

SeniUty and Debility. 

Typhffitis 

Typhoid Fevor 




1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
10 

1 
13 



1 
1 
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1 
1 



Total. 
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19 

1 
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1 

1 

2 

1 
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7 

1 

62 
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31 
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11 
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56 
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Nninhi-r Iff liima'ea friim olluir Iin'liluJwnii mifiixxi into Alms-Houx duriiig Oa 
year 1886. 

Institltioss. 

Cliaiily llieiiilul 

Huiiiliiirs Isliind 

Tolal 



Naiiniliex of InmateH <f AlmK-Howte xvhii Died during the year 1 



United States.. 

IrelnDiI, 

Gfrmany 

riWliiuil 

Scotland 

Italy 

Canada 

Swilzerland — 



Number of Inmilex tntnu/erredfrom Alm»-HowK to ollvtr Inntihitiom 
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Ota, DiiKharges and Dea/hs in the Alms-Souse during Oie year 1886. 
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HOSPITAL FOR INCUI\ABLES. 



Januaby 1, 1887. 
Hon. Hxnby H. PosTEBy 

President Department (f 

Public GhcarUies and Correction. 
Sib. — Herewith I have the honor to submit mj Annnal Report of 
the workings of this institution for the year 1886. 

There remained in Hospital for the Incurables at the close of the year 18^ 105 

There were admitted daring the year. 42 

Total nnder treatment and to be accounted for 147 

There died 39 

Tha« w as discharged I 40 . 

Total remaining December 31, 1886 1»7 

The same skillful attendants, orderly and nurse continue to see to 
the wants and comforts of the patients, who all seem contented at 
their situation and are as comfortable as they really can wish for. 

The Alms-house physicians give strict attention to their wants 
when needed, and visit them daily to see that all is light. 

In this institution there is no lack of reading matter, which is still 
furnished by the State Charities Aid Association. 

The ministrations of consolation, comfort and prayer to the sick 
and dying are promptly attended to by the clergy of the different 
persuasions. 

I am, sir, yeiy respectfully, 

M. VOUGHT, 
Warden. 



147 

STATEMENT 

Showing the number of Inmates remaining December 31, 1886; the number 
received, Discharged and Died during the year 1886, and the number re- 
maining December 31, 1886. 



Kumber of Inmates Remaining December 31, 1885 

Number of Inmates Received daring the year 1886 

Number of Inmates Discharged during the year 1886 1 

Mumber who have Died during the year 1886 17 22 

Number Remaining December 31, 1886 

Male 53 Natives 15 

Female 54 Foreign 92 
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Nativities of Inmates admitted to Hos- 
pital for Incurables, 1886. 



Nativitubb. 



United States 

Ireland 

Kngland 

Germany..... 
Poland 



I 
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11 
1 
6 
1 



20 
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15 
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22 






3 
26 

2 
10 
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Nativities of Inmates (fthe Hospilalfor 
Incurdbies who have Died in 1886. 



United States 

Ireland 

England 

Germanv 

Scotland 
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23 
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39 
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Ages of the Inmates of the Hoi^pitai for the Incurables admitted during the 

year 1886. 



Ages. 


Men, 


Women. 


TotaL 


R^ftmrnn 20 and 30 . , ,,,,,,,»,».. ^ ^ ,.. ^ 


• • 

• • 

2 

8 
6 
3 

1 

• • 


• • 

2 

4 
8 
3 
4 

1 

■ • 




«• 30** 40 


2 


«* 40" 60 


6 


«• 60 «• 60 ^ 

•« 60 *« 70 


16 
9 


•* 70 ** 80 


7 


«« 80" 90 


2 


«* 90 " 100 










20 


22 


42 



There were 39 Deaths in the Hospital for Incurables during the year 1886. 



Asthenia 

Carcenoma, Hepatic 

Cirrhosis Liver 

Diarrhoea, Chronic 

Dysentery 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas, Phlegmonous .... 

Gastritis, sub-acute 

Hernia, Umbilical , 

Myelitis, Transverse 

Nephritis, Chronic, Interstitial. 

Phthisis 

Rheumatism, Chronic 

Senility and Debility 



Total 



Male. 



1 
3 



1 
2 
2 

6 



17 



Female. 



4 
2 
1 
6 



22 



TotaL 



12 



39 
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32 
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30 
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32 
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niwtons, Discharges and Deaths in M)fpital/</r the year i 
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ASYLUM FOR INDIGENT BLIND. 



Januabt 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henbt H. Pobtib, 

President Department of 

Public ChariiieH and Correction. 

Sib. — Herewith I have the honor to submit my Annual Beport of 
this Asylum for the year 1886. 

There remained In the Asylum for Indigent Blind at the close of the year 1885 86 

There were admitted daring the year 76 

Total under care and to be accounted 161 

Of the foregoing number there were discharged 74 

•• *« «• there died. 1 75 

Total remaining December 31, 1886 86 

This Asylum, as explained in prior reports, remains every way the 
same, two wards each, males and females, of the Alms-house, being 
occupied by them. 

They are carefully attended to, and seem very attentive and thank- 
ful for the kindness shown them. 

Their orderlies and nurses are faithful and kind to them. They 
should receive a liberal supply of the patronage and benefactions of 
our benevolent visitors. 

Their general health throughout the year has been very good. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

M. VOUGHT, Warden. 
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Number of Inmates Remaining December 31, 1885. Number Receive, Died 
and Discharged during the year 1886. Number Bemaining December 
31, 1886. 



Nombdr of mmates remaining December 31, 1885 86 

** received daring the year ]866 75 



(t 



Total 161 

Namber Discharged during the year 1886 74 

** whohaveDied " ** ** 1 



Total, 



76 



Number of inmates remaining December 31, 1886 86 

Males 44 

Females 42 

Native 15 

Foreign 71 



Nativities of inmates of Blind Asylum Admitted during the year 1886. 



Countries. 



United States. . 

Ireland 

England 

Germany 

Italy 

Total 
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Age» cfinmaleg of the Blind Astfium admitted dvring Ae year 1886. 
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Admissums, Dischargee and Deaths in Asylum/or Indigent Blind for 1886. 
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CITY PI^ISON. 



January 1, 1887. 
ON. Henbt H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 



Sm. —Subjoined your Honorable Board will please find statistical 
xeport of City and District Prisons for the year 1886, together with 
Xabor Eeport covering same period. 



Very respectfully, 

JAMES FINN, 
Warden of Diatrict Prisojis. 
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SUUistical Beport of City Priaonsfvr the year 1886. 



FIRST DISTRICT PRISON. 



Remaining December Slat, 1885 

Beceived from January Ist to December 31, 1886 



DISPOSITION. 
By Courts of General and Special Sessions. 



,2 



256 
20940 



•a 

s 

pE4 



Sent to Siate Prison 

Penitentiary 

House of Refuge 

Elmira Reformatory 

Roman Catholic Protectory 

Hudson River State Hospital for Insane at Poughkeepsie. 
House of Detention 



K 



(( 



(( 



(I 



l( 



(( 



Police Court. 



(I 



Work-House. ., 
House of Mercy. 



By Commissioners op Pubuc Charfties and Correction. 



Sent to Work-House 

Bellevue Hospital 

Charity Hospital 

Alms House 

Superintendent Out-Door Poor 



(( 



(( 



i( 



i« 



21196 



729 

1867 

192 

189 

10 



65 
11U6 



11211 



10436 



459 
219 



266 
20 



8844 
1 



Discharged 
Died 



Remaining December 31, 1886 

Discharged from the 2nd District Prison . 
Sent to vVork-Huuse (Vagrants) 

** Bellevue Hospital 

'* Superintendent of Out-Door Poor 
Remaining at 2d Distnct Prison Dec. 31, 1886 
Discharged from 3d District Prison 

Sent to Bellevue Hospital 

Remaining at 3d District Prison Dec. 31, 188G 
Discharge from the 4th District Prison 
Sent to Work-House (vagrants) 

** Bellevue Hospital 
Died 



Remaining at 4th District Prison Dec. 31, 

Discharged from 5th District Prison 

Sent to Bellevue Hospital 

Remaining at 5th District Prison Dec. 31, 1886 

1886 Total 
1885 Total 

Decrease 



3 

O 



321 
32086 

32407 



729 

2123 

212 

189 

10 

8 

1 



19280 
1 
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IMPBOVEMENTS. 

The following improyements and repairs have been made at City 
IPrisons during the year 1886, by prison labor, and without expense 
io the Department of Public Charities and Correction, except the 
€Ost of the material. 

FIRST DISTRICT PRISON. 

Painting. — The halls and cells of new female prison, boys' prison 
and ten-day house ; the cell doors and iron railings of the same ; 
the halls, corridors, iron railings and ceiling of the male prison ; the 
cell windows on first, second and third tiers of male prison ; office of 
female prison, counsel rooms and Warden's office ; new male prison, 
ri'oms in female prison, storerooms, closets, doors, iron gates, blinds 
iron bars, 31 windows, storm houses, <&c., <&c., have been painted. 

Mason Wobk. — Plastered walls in cells on third tier, ceiling of 
rooms in Magdalen, walls in corner cells male prison, wall in hall of 
male prison ; pointed up with cement the walls of male prison and 
walls on Elm and Leonard streets and wall at office ; built an en- 
trance to female prison from Warden's office ; built up walls, re- 
moved iron railings, &c.; built up doorways with brick and one gate 
on Leonard street, three brick arches, two brick walls, three brick 
pillars, plastered walls and cells, &c., and repaired 36 cell windows 
in male prison. 

Plumbing. — ^Repaired water and soil pipes in a number of cells 
and in yard, cellar, &c.; repaired pump and placed iron waste pipe 
in female prison and in cellar ; built water closet at Franklin street 
wall, and three cesspools in yard, placed gas pipe from new prison to 
male prison and from female prison to male prison, built water 
closet in wash house and repaired tanks. 

Roofing. — The roofs of male prison, female prison and Magdalen 
have been repaired and painted. 

Ibon Wobk. — ^Repaired cell doors and locks, placed iron bars in 
windows, &c., &c. 

Gabpbnteb Wobk. — Built a tank and a number of doors and cas- 
ings, skylights, storm houses, partitions, stairs, &c., &c. 
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THIRD DISTRICT PRISON. 

Repaired and painted roofe of dwelling house, office and kitchen; 
repaired water pipes and cell locks and covered roof of kitchen with 
tin ; placed new sink and two faucets in kitchen, and new water pipe 
and waste pipe. 

FOURTH DISTRICT PRISON. 
Repaired water closet, built nine wooden bunks and sent glass for 
windows. 

FIFTH DISTRICT PRISON. 

Repaired seven hoppers in soil pipes and placed eight faucets in 
water pipes. 

SIXTH DISTRICT PRISON. 
Repaired two wooden sashes and placed glass in windows. 



WOI\K HOUSE, B. I. 



Hon. Hbnby H. Poster, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Dear Snu — ^I have the honor to transmit to your Board the Annual 
Beport of this Institution for the year 1886. 

The statistics are the mere skeleton of the subject, and I beg leave 
to call attention to some matters, which I deem worthy of note as a 
part of the history of the Work House, during my first year as its 
Superintendent. 

First, some internal changes are to be mentioned : — The separation 
of the Female from the Male Keepers' dining-room : The fitting-up 
of rooms over the Male Hospital as a Dormitory for paid and detail- 
ed Clerks, thus making room for over twenty more prisoners in the 
cells : The moving of stores from a damp cell on the ground floor to 
a high and dry room made for them in the upper hall- way : The ad- 
dition of an extra padded cell in the male hall : The removal of the 
Dispensary from the small dark cell on the lower floor of the hall to 
a bright airy room on the second tier, well arranged for the purpose : 
The moving of the Hospital cell next to the Dispensary : The sub- 
division of the greater part of the large cells on the 2d and 3d floors, 
whereby there are 36 men in 3 rooms rather than in one, and 24 men 
in 3 rooms rather than in one, thus giving a better opportunity for 
classification. New tables in the two male dining rooms have in- 
creased their seating capacity and improved their general appearance. 

In the female hall, tanks are being put in the attic over the Hospi- 
taly insuring a plentiful supply of water for the closets at that end of 
the building. A new closet has been prepared for the use of the sew- 
ing-room women, thus preventing the confusion and trouble caused 
by their constant passing over the stairs. 

A passage has been opened from the Hospital to a cell which is 
used as an operating room. 
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The addition of more bathing tubs, and twelve galvanized iron wash 
tubs in the female bath-room is a much-needed increase in the facil- 
ities for cleanliness ; which is said to be next to godliness. 

A back yard for the women, with a door leading from it into the 
bath and reception room, adds a very essential feature to that side 
of the house. 

Almost every part of the building has been painted inside, and 
daily cleaning, scraping and whitewashing in the cells have been the 
tactics in the war against vermin. 

Last, but by no means least, steam-heating in the Middle House 
makes the rigors of winter on the Island more endurable. 

No Institution can attain to any high degree of success, unless the 
subordinate officers are, to a certain extent, in sympathy with its 
head, and are competent to conform to, and enforce certain principles 
of action and discipline, in all the details pertaining thereto. Where 
the corps of officers is as small as in this Institution, it is very essen- 
tial that every one be of the right character and efficiency. 

Tour Hon. Board have been very prompt in carrying out my sug- 
gestions in regard to changes in officers. A Deputy Superintendent 
and four new Keepers have been appointed during the year (includ- 
ing two transferred from the Penitentiary), a new night watchman, 
cook, shoemaker, fireman and clerk and hospital orderly. Also a 
new Matron, one female hall keeper, and three matron's assistants. 

There is still room fcr improvement in that direction. 

I believe it is very fully understood by all that I will not toleraic a 
single official in the Institution who gives evidence of the use of intox- 
icating liquors, and I will not consent to house here, employees from 
other Institutions who persist in that habit. 

In the treatment of inmates I believe the Institution has improved 
during the last year, while I am confident the discipline has not in 
any way suffered. I am sure there is less of roughness, brutality, and 
profanity on the part of the officers in their dealings with the prison- 
ers. 

Greater care has been taken to have the men and women present 
a clean and neat appearance when leaving the Work House* 
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For the last six months our rule has been, instead of making them 
work all day, and sending them out on the last boat in the afternoon, 
without supper, (many having no where to go), to give them their 
supper and breakfast, and send them forth by the first boat in the 
morning, when the sun is high and hope is nigh, and the chance to 
find a place and employment is much greater. 

The printing of the simple rules and regulations for the inmates, 
and posting them in every cell has been a help in the government of 
the Institution, for the prisoners have thus known what was expect- 
ed of them. 

It is a conceded fact that our penal institutions should be conduct- 
ed with a view to the reformation of the characters of those who are 
for a season under restraint. 

The number and variety of those sent to the Work House make it 
a difficult, and yet in some respects, a hopeful field, for efforts in 
that direction. While the strictly religious work of the Institution 
is in the hands of the Chaplains, some of whom work with great 
faithfulness and zeal, yet the moral atmosphere of the place is largely 
determined by the spirit of those who are in control. It is inevitable 
that every one who comes to an Institution of this kind, (where there 
is necessarily so much intercourse between inmates of the same cells 
and gangs), should become either better or worse by his stay. 

In my dealings with these people, it has been my aim to be, in the 
first place. Just, In the second place. Firm. In the third place. 
Kind. As far as was possible I have endeavored to come into a per- 
sonal relation with the men who stay here for any length of time, 
and I know that some of them have been helped by their confine- 
ment here. Many of them seem to be almost beyond help, and yet 
it is "worth while to try to save all who can be saved. 

The minds and hearts of most of those who come here are out of 
gear, as well as their bodies^ and the best reformatory results can only 
be aeoured by an attention to this threefold nature of each indivi- 
doaL 

The results of the school-work accomplished during the last four 
months, to my mind, are very hopeful. They indicate that the leading 
of the mind into healthy channels of thought, even for a few moments 
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every day, is a real help in moulding character. Mr. Wheeler de- 
serves great credit for his persistent and disinterested work in this 
line. I beg leave to present his report herewith. 

As a result of my sobservation and experience during the jear just 
ended, I am convinced of two things : First, that by more care in the 
committing of "rounders", so that their sentences shall be cumulative^ 
much may be done to stop this constant going out and coiling in. 

It would pay the city to keep several Court detectives^ who should 
go from one court to another, and recognize and locate these constant 
offenders, making and keeping lists of the same. 

These people, even for intoxication, should have perhaps ten days 
at first, one mouth for second offence, three months for the thiril, and 
so on up to a year. 

The young women sent here for soliciting, should be dealt with 
more severely in the Courts. 

Secondly, I am sure, that by the right kind of treatment while 
here, supplemented by judicious assistance after leaving here, a con- 
siderable percentage of those who come, can be turned back into 
more healthy and safe channels, which will prevent their return. 

Our books show that fully 30 percent, of those who have taken the 
pledge in our Temperance Society, have not as yet returned to the 
Work House, and we can readily count up over one hundred whom we 
have seen and heard from, who are living a sober life, and who, thank 
God for the influences in this Institution, which have turned their 
feet from the path of ruin. I have appended a special report con- 
cerning the Temperance Movment in this Institution, prepared by 
our venerable Secretary W. W. Woodward. 

It is intersting to note the fact that from 1882 to 1885 there was a 
net increase of admissions to this Institution of 31 per cent., or an 
average of 10 per cent, per year, while for 1886 there is a decrease of 
4.3 per cent., or exactly 988 less admissions in '86 than in *86« 

1 beg leave to suggest to your Hon. Board the propriety of retain- 
ing men and women committed iorjive days in the city. 

During the past year we have had 2045 cases of that class. As the 
custom now is, a five-day prisoner reaches the Work House ttie day 
after his commitment at noon, and goes out on the fifth day in tibA 
morning, spending three nights here. When we have fcQia 1300^ to 
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1700 men and women in the house it is not possible to get enough 
work out of these people to make it worth while to dress them. And 
it is a waste of clothing to put it on them, for a space of seventy 
hours, and then have it washed, as is necessary with all under- 
clothing. 

Another matter that I deem very essential to the best results in 
connection with this Institution is the propriety of having the law 
changed so that a Police Magistrate can not discharge, at pleasure, 
persons whom he has committed to the Work House. 

As the law now exists from 16 to 20 per cent, of all who are com- 
mitted to this Institution for sentences of not less than one month, 
are discharged before their time is up. 

If any are to be discharged before their time it should be only those 
whose record of behavior and work has been nearly perfect, and who 
can go directly from here to work awaiting them outsidf^. 

In regard to the needs of the Institution for the year we are just 
entering, I would emphasize as first and foremost in importance a 
new building for culinary purposes, having a large dining room for 
female inmates in the second story and a third story for eating and 
sleeping apartments for female officials. 

I will be happy to present a plan for said building to your Hon. 
Board, if you so desire. This will give us an extra sewing room 
in the female department, which is very essential. Another pressing 
need is a separate room for inmates' clothing, such as the one recently 
built for the Alms House. This could be erected directly northeast 
of our main building, on the line of the Lunatic Asylum grounds. 

You will find annexed a large number of tables showing the 
amount and variety of work done in the Institution during the year, 
which prove that this is more than ever a work house, l^ose 
marked M., N. and O. contain some interesting facts never before 
given in a report of this Institution. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank your Hon. Board for your uniform 
kindness to me and the promptness with which you have endorsed 
my efforts to improve this Institution. 

11 
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What has been done for its betterment during the past year is, 
am confident, but the beginning of what can be done, and I sh{ 
most earnestly strive to make it in all respects a model Work Hous 

I remain, dear sir, 

Very respectfully yours, 

WHiTiTAM R STOCKING, 

SuperirUendenL 
Wore House, December 31st, 1886. 



Table of Admibsionb to thb Wobk House Since 1882. 

1882 17279 

1883 18336 

1884 .21123 

1886 22635 

Being an average increase of 10 per cent, per year. 
An increase of 5346, or 31 per cent in three years. 

1885 22625 

1886 21637 

A decrease of 988, or 4.3 per cent 



INDEX TO ANNUAL REPORT. 



:o:- 



First — ^Report of Superintendent. 

Table A Report of School Work. 

" B. — " of Temx)erance Society. 

" C. — Census Report 

" D. — Statement Clothing and Bedding made in Sewing Rooms. 

'' E. — " Clothing made in Tailoresses Shop. 

'' F. — Articles made by Trades, Gurden Produce, Repairs, Ac. 

<' G. — Statement of Shoes, &c., Made and Repaired. 

" H. — ^Report of Male Labor at Work-House. 

" L — " of Female Labor. 

'' J. — ^Labor Furnished other Listitutions. 

" K. — Statement of Elopements during Year. 

« L.— " " Deaths " " 

M. — Shows Length of Sentence, &c 

N. — " Occupations of Males admitted during the year 1886. 

O. — ^Table of Rounders for Eighteen Months. 
" P. — ^Abstract Ledger Account 
<' Q. — Annual Per-Capita Statement 
Second. — ^Inventory of Work-House Property, 1886. 
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SCHOOL WORK.— A 

Work House, B. L, Dec 27, 1886. 

Wm. B. Stooking, Superintendent, 

DsAB Sib — In July last I began informallj and unofficially a series of 
talks with some of the inmates of this institution, and this work having 
since grown in extent and I myself having been officially appointed Work 
House Teacher, I now present a report of my first six months' work. 

What I have endeavored to do thus far has not been to start permanent 
classes, but to find out what methods and plan of work would be best 
suited to the wants of such a vast conglomerate mass of men and women 
of all ages and classes. In doing this nineteen classes have been formed, 
with an average of twenty-six in each class, and most of the classes have 
spent from thirty to forty minutes a day in school, and lasted from two to 
six weeks. 

The sx)ecial aim of the school work is to help the inmates by starting 
them on simpler, pleasanter and better lines of thought and study. The 
subjects for thought each man takes from his own life and memory, and 
the class work is intended to show the man how to get started and how to 
sift out the good and to give him daily encouragement in doing this, but I 
expect and know the great mass of their study will be done by the men 
while at their work outside. This has been the end that I have had 
steadily in mind as I have slowly formed and changed my plan of work. 

The method used is a strangely simple one. But for this very reason, 
and because it is the result of years of careful, laborious study of human 
life, it is already taking a stronghold of many of the inmates, and already 
many, both men and women, have formed the habit of going on with their 
simple class exercises while at their work and in their cells at night ; and 
some have gone out into life knowing at least a little better how to quiet 
their minds when excited, and how to turn their minds and feet from paths 
where even good men get perplexed and wise men get deceived and do 
wrong. 

Outside of school I have also been able to meet a good many of the men 
singly, and in their cells, and hope in this way to reach and encourage 
more and more as time goes on. 

Thus far most of the school work has been among the men, and only a 
part of these ; but arrangements are in progress, so that in 1887 almost all 
of the inmates, both male and female, can spend at least twenty minutes a 
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day in study, and, with our classes organized as they are, this will be 
enough to quicken and help all day those who have any real desire, how- 
ever weak, to better themselyes. 

In addition to this general work special classes in learning to read and 
write will be needed, and two such classes have already been formed. 

Respectfully yours, 

W. H. WHEELER 



TEMPERANCE WORK— B 

Work-House, December 31, 1886. 
Wm. R. Stocking, Superintendent. 

Dear Sir. — I respectfully submit, as directed, an epitome of the opera- 
tions of the Work House Temi)erance Association, embracing its organiza- 
tion, operation and prospect, and such other details as shall evidence its 
entire success. 

Premising that the movement had its origin in your intense desire to 
elevate the material as well as the moral status of the inmates, I regard it 
as providential that the attempt fi*om its first inception was on a union 
basis. 

The authorities, impressed by the urgent duty of prompt action and ef- 
fort, in the persons of the reverend priest and the thoughtful Superintend- 
ent of the Work House, held a joint conference, and, after a full agreement 
as to the mode of its conduct, issued a call for a public meeting, to be held 
in the chapel February 4, 1886, after the termination of the afternoon's re- 
Ugious services, the invitations not being compulsory, but voluntary. A 
very large attendance greeted the occasion. 

After the usual formulas incident to such formations the Superintendent 
and the priest were respectively elected the President and Vice President. 
The by-laws previously prepared were unanimously adopted, and the asso- 
ciation, addressed by the President and Vice President, at once opened its 
doors for admission to membership, and sixty-five persons promptly en- 
rolled their names for membership by signing the pledge. 

I promise to abdain from, the use of all intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and 
to discountenance their use by others. So help me Ood. 

The prohibition pledge is the only cement of the association, it being 
the basis for the preservation of the union, the aim being to secure the en- 
tire persional abjuration ofM intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 
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The operation of this rule, excluding the well defined theological dis- 
tinctions and dogmas, has secured a most beneficent harmony, no discord 
marring the general pleasure and enjoyment. 

Weekly Sabbath meetings are punctually observed, and there is no 
abatement in the zeal and attendance of the membership. The meet- 
ings secure the interest and pleasurable attention of the entire member- 
ship, special pains being taken at every convocation to insure the at- 
tendance of well accredited temperance orators from the cities of New 
York, Brooklyn and elsewhere, and in their absence to depend on the 
furnie supply, which has been generally fully adequate to the demand. 

The weekly programme of the proceedings is prefaced by the opening 
address of the President and closed by the benediction of the priest. The 
interval is occupied by visiting speakers, and in their absence by the Home 
article, which in many instances has interestingly filled the vacuum. Dur- 
ing the intermediate spaces between the several speeches, congregational 
and solo singing diversify and enliven the proceedings. 

The success of this movement, we believe, is vdthout precedent or par- 
allel in the history of our penal institutions. 

The present membership numbers sixteen hundred and twelve men and 
one thousand and sixty women, aggregating two thousand, six hundred 
and seventy-two. 

Touching the reformation of the members, the popular idea that they 
are utterly incorrigible is a very fallacious one. The evidence in our pos- 
session and constantly enlarging demonstrates that at least thirty per cent, 
have been rescued from the drunkard's devices and appetites and restored 
to industrious and sober lives. When we consider the depraved sources 
from which we deduce our membership, the idle habits of life in which 
they have been raised, the percentage gain must be regarded a marvel 
of temperance triumph. 

We abstain from further statement, lest, peradventure, we enlarge this 
communication to an unreasonable extent. ' 

In conclusion, permit the remark that the outside influences seemingly 
are arrayed against the final restoration of these unfortunates. When 
their times expire and they are again thrown upon the tender mercies of 
the wicked for sustenance, vdthout friends, money, home or occupation, in 
the utter absence of human sympathy, shunned and avoided by all, in 
Gk>d's name what recourse has he, to what succor shall he appeal to meet 
present urgent wants. If he essay to revisit the dram shop that wrought 
his ruin, without the price of a drink in his purse, the place that once 
knew him knows him no more forever, and without the least hesitancy he 
is f orthvnth ejected from its door and again consigned to the policeman on 
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the beat and once more railroaded to the Work- House, tenderly it may be, 
if the officer is sober, but rudely inevitably if he be under the influence of 
the self-same drop that staggered the averdupois of the prisoner. 

Can, does this state of things exist in the great metropolis of the new 
world, where all men are free and equal except the poor and the pauper? 

Respectfully yours, 

W. W. WOODWARD, 

Secretary. 



TABLE C. 

Census Reporty Work-House^ B, L,for the year ending December 31, 1886. 



Number remaining December 31, 1885 
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Number dischar^ during the year 1886 
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Increase over Census of Dec. 31, 1885 — Males 24 

Decrease under ** *• Females, 179 



Total decrease under Dec. 31, 1^85 156 

Total decrease on Registers under Gensos of December 31, 1885—253. 
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Statement of Ctolhing, Bedding, dx,, made for the several Inettttdtons in charge 

(f the (hmvwitdnners of PvUic Charities and Correction in the Sewing 
Booms of Ihe Work-House, for the year ending December 31, 1886. 

Work-Hoiue. B. I.— 1,403 Hen'a Shirts, 11 Men's Aprons, 100 Women'e Sreesee, 1.100 Womnn'B 
Cbemlne, GO Wofnon'B AproDS, 100 Bed Tloks. 'Xt Blieeta, 11 Bed Bpreada, SOD Pillow Ticks, <iia 
PlUow OoBSB, 1 Hair PHlows, 131 Borub Aprona, 1,110 Hand Towels. 100 Boiler TowelH.— Total, sm. 

Alms Hoiue, B. I.—SOO Uod'ei Shirts, 100 Womea'e Drmsee.-.Talal, MO. 

HomcBopathlo Hoeplutl, W. I.— SM Men's Bhlcu, lOK Womoa'e Drosses, I'S Women's CbemiBes, 
TB Women's a F. Drswera, 60 Bed Ticks, ITS Sheele, 50 Bod Spreads, 10U Pillow Cases, 18 Roller 
Towels, HI Osnlon Flauel Draweis.— Total, 1,1IS, 

ITew York OIC7 losaae Asylum, W. 1.-1,100 Men's Bblrts, » Women's Pettlooata, too Bsd Ticks, 
100 Pillow Oases. 100 Roller Towels. MO Suspenders, » Table Ololbs.— Total, l.ws. 



a Pillow Tioka.— 



Diapers, HI Blue Flannel 

OhaniT Hoaptta], B, I. 

Large Pet— — 

BellSTu 



1 Table OlotbB, i Oaucon Flanael Drawt 



-100 Men's Shirts, ) 



N Men's Sblrla, 



I, «3. 
Child's Large Pell 



Dflok DepartmeBt, 39tb Stnel, S. Y.- 
S(i>n-Hause,B. I.— S Men's Bblrts. B 
(innnn. 1 Amerloaa Flag.— Total, X. 



S Uudershlna, 1 



Eugln 

Harle. 

Tloke. 3 



Flags Total, S. 

□rFooT.— SHeD'BUDdereblcta. 1 Hair Pillow, 18 H. ToiT8la,S Boiler TonlB.— Total, 6 

Company »B.B, 1.-8 Roller Towels.- Total B. 

1 Hospital.— M0-2t Vsn'B Bblns. 13 Women's Pcttieoais, H Women's ObsmlssB, m 
BbeelB, SO Bed Spreads, M Pillow Ticks, »1 Pillow Cases, S3 H. Towels, 2) Boiler Towi 






,— Total, S.IM. 
mber ol Articles Hads, l 



ilTts, m Men's Jumpers, 250 Boys' Flannel Under 
KXI Bed fipreads, 100 Boiler Towsla, ItOCanion 



TABLE E. 



Slaiement of Clothing, etc., made for the several In^itutvms in charge of Die 
Commiasionerg (f Pvblic CharUien and Corredion, at Tailoreas's 67iop, 
Wort-Sbuee, B. I., for the year ending Dec. Zlnt, 1886. 
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TABLE F. 

Statement of Articles repaired in Serving and Tailoresses' Booms, and articles 
made by Weaoers and Cot Riggers, and produce of Work-House Garden for 
the year ending Dec, 31irf, 1886. 



Sewing Rooms. 



Repairs, 



12871 Women's Dresses. 
1492 Petticoats. 
4125 Chemises. 
8571 Men's Shirts. 
15.30 Men's lindershirts. 
147 Bed Ticks. 
•206 Pillow Ticks. 
119 Pillow Cases. 
66 Sheets. 
3iH9 Men's Pants. 
1030 Men's Jackets. 
272 Men's Caps. 
4 Bed Spreads. 
2 pairs Stockings. 
7 pairs Socks. 
22 U. S. Flags. 

33613 articles. 



Knit. 



2592 pairs Men's Socks. 



Tailobesses' Room. 



Repairs. 

2288 Men's Jackets. 
1766 pairs Men's Pants. 



4054 articles. 

Bound, 

3846 pairs Women's Shoes. 

Weavers Made 

500 yards Rag Carpet. 

Cot Riggers Made 

200 Cot Bottoms 
and 

necessary repairs to over 
1200 Cots. 



Male Tailor Shop. 



Made. Pressed and Finished. 

Suits Clothes... 21 Jackets 4513 

Jackets 174 Pants 5906 

Pants (pairs) 50 Vests 1574 

Rest'ng Jackets. 24 Overcoats 2 

Strait Jackets. . . 25 

— Total 11995 

Total 294 

and 

1100 suits Inmates' Clothing on being 

discharged from Work House. 

Cleaned and repaired. 
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TABLE F.—Oontinued. 



CAEPENTEES. 



Made. 



74 Tables. 

1 Bedstead. 

7 Window Blinds. 

2 Water Closets. 
1 Bucket House. 

1 Lime House. 

30 Axe and Pick Handles. 
38 Door Frames. 
6 Doors. 
62 Salt Cellars. 
28 Large Spittoons. 

2 Desks. 

79 Long Benches. 
1 Screen. 
1 New Fence. 

3 Gates. 

6 Chopping Boards. 

3 Shelves. 

1 Set Shelves, Cell 43. 

1 Storeroom (Dormitory Hall). 

6 Clothes Racks. 

6 Wheelbarrows. 

5 Wardrobes. 

1 Partition in middle house extra room. 

Fitted up one room in middle house 
attic. 



Repaibed. 



Storeroom in Female Prison. 

Kitchen Shed. 

Kitchen Gate. 

Clothes Horses in drying room. 

1 Gang Cart. 

Church Pews. 

44 Wheelbarrows. 

6 pair Stairs. 

Put down flooring in Mr. Cleary*s par- 
lors. 

Put down flooring in large male dining 
room. 

Put down new flooring in kitchen and 
Kitchen hall. 

Fitted up one extra padded cell, com- 
plete. 

19 Cells studded and trimmed. 

Fitted up two dining rooms. 

Fitted up new drug store with shelving, 
drawers and the necessary appendages. 

Shingled roof of Tool Shed. 

Shingled roof of Laundry, middle house. 



Produce of Work-House Garden. 



120 barrels. Onions 

39 barrels Turnips 

326 barrels Beets 

50 barrels Beet Tops 

8 barrels Leeks 

43 barrels Carrots 

486 barrels Vegetables 

10,075 heads Cabbage and 

2 bushels Beans 
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TABLE G. 

tialfWHt (/ Shven, Siippen, dc., mode and rfpaired/or the eeitrral ImtituliuM 
uf PiilJk Oioiitkn and Chrredion in Ihe year ending Dec. 31, 1886. 
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TABIiE R 
Male Labor Bt-porl, Work-HouKe, B. L, for the year ending December 31, 1886. 
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TABLE L 

SUdement of Female Labor at Wort-Haufe^ B, L, in the year ending Deocmher 
31, 1886, giving the number nf Days Wort performed in the different 
Departments. 



8SWIK6 BOOM. 

Sewing 2M61 

Knitting 15,CRS 

Sepairins ll,es» 

Binding Shoes 8.8i6 

Amorting and Sewing Bags 13,102 

Total 6B,151 



FEMALE HALL. 

WaitereBBefc in Dining Boom 3,703 

ScmbbeTB 18,14^ 

Tiar Women 1,8S5 

Sundry WorlL 10,864 

Washing 15.«J 

Ironing ^661 

TaUoresees S9,95l 

Steamboats 3,861 

Lunatic Hospital M18 

Alms-Honse 11,323 

Bakery VW 

Genoal StorekeepM* 1,371 

Assistant Storekeeper 730 

Grand Total 173,383 



TABLE J. 

Abstract Number of days (^ IxAor furnished by Wbrh-Houae^ Biactic'f^r,^ Is/and , 
to other Institutions during the year ending Dx^mber Sl.*^, I8b(>. 



Charity Hospital, B. I —Male, 167; Female, 25,92L 

Bellevne Hospital— Male, 110; Female, 12,775. 

Branch Lunatic Asylum, H. I.— J^ale, 8,140. 

B. I. Hospital, R. I.— Male, 9,694 ; Female, 19,661. 

It I. Farm, R. I.— Male, 6,436. 

H. I. Hospital, H. I.— Male, 2,236; Female, 3,419. 

Lunatic Asylum, H. I.— Male, 7.044; Female, 2,822. 

Alms House, B. I.— Male, 638; Fem^e, 18,579. 

Infants' Hospital, B. I.— Male, 5,504; Female, 17,828. 

N. T. C. A. for insane, W. L— Male, 8,270; Female, 2,411. 

Branch Work House, H. I.— Male, 88,613; Female, 6,470. 

HomcDopathic Hospital, W. I.->Male, 4,947; Female, 16,146. 

Steamboat Breniian.— Male, 276. 

Engine Co. 49, F. D.— Male, 193. 

Penitentiary, B. 1.— Female, 801. 

O. D. Poor.— Male, 62; Female, 68. 

26th St. Dock.— Female, 191. Grand Toud- Male, 141,129; Female, 126,482. 
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TABLE K 

Sfatetnent Shotoing the number of Inmates of Work-Houne, B. L, who eloped 
from the neoeral In^itvtions during the year ending December 31, 1886. 



• • • • • 



• • • • • 



M. 

Charity Hospital, B. I. 
IJellevuf- Hospital, City 
R. I. Hospital, R. I 

R. I. Farm, R. I 

Hart's iKlaiid Hospital 

Lunatic Asylum, B. 1 1 

Alnis-House, B. I 

Infants' Hospital, R. I 

N. Y. City Asylum for the Insane. 
Hom(iK)i)athic Hospital, W. 1 3 



F. 
3 
2 



1 
1 



Carried Forward 25 7 



M. 

Brought Forward 25 

Work-House, B.I 6 

Steamboats 6 

Bakery 

Work-House Boat 

26th Street Dock 

Gas House, B. I 

stables ** 

btore-House, ** 2 



F. 

7 



Total. 



44 11 



TABLE L. 

Statement shoiuing number of Inmates of Work-House, B. Z, who died at the 
several Institutions, during the year ending December 31, 1886. 



M. F. 

Charity Hospital, B. 1 1 4 

Hart's Islaud Hospital, H. 1 3 1 

Aims-House, B. 1 13 12 

Homoeopathic Hospital, W. 1 1 

Carried Forward 17 18 



M. F. 

Brought Forward 17 18 

Work-House, B.I 58 36 

Lunatic Asylum, B. 1 1 1 

Suicide off Steamboat T.S.BreDDan .. 1 

Total 76 56 
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TABLE M. 

Shomng the length of sentence of inmates admiUed to the Work-House during 

the year 1886. 
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TABLE N. 

TaNe Shomng (he Occupations of the 11,550 Males Received into the Wcyrk- 

House during the year 1886. 



Actors 1 

Agents 3 

Artists 4 

Architects 1 

Awning Makers 4 

Barbers 119 

Bakers 315 

Batchers 118 

Brewers 2 

Bricklayers 90 

Boatmen 640 

Blacksmiths 98 

Blockmakers 1 

Brickmakers 1 

Boxmakers 2 

Broshmakers 2 

Boilermakers 20 

Broommakers 8 

Basketmakers 1 

Bookbinders 5 

Bookkeepers 16 

Brass Moulders 8 

Brass Finishers 6 

Brass Polishers 12 



Bell Hangers i 

Bartenders i 

Brakemen 2 

Clerks 279 

Carpenters 228 

Cooks 188 

Coopers 43 

Carvers ". 2 

Coachmen g 

Caulkers 4 

Chemists 

Compositors 

Chiropodsits 

Cigarmakers 

Clockmakers 

Cabinetmakers 43 

Chairmakers 

Carrli^emakers 

Cot Riggers 

Coppersmiths 

Ciupet Layers 

Cloth Cutters 2 

Coal Passers 3 

Chair Caners ,, i 
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TABLE tl—Coniinued 



CardWrltera 3 

Drivers 660 

DrufQ^sts 10 

Dyers 3 

Dock Bailder 1 

Duio'men 4 

Doj; CaU'hers 2 

E'lKravers 2 

KuRineors 40 

Firemen 235 

FurrierH 3 

FInsQjere 6 

Florists 6 

Framer 1 

Farmers 41 

Furniture Polisher 1 

Fishermen 5 

Ganleneis 53 

(JIUlers 2 

Glaziers . . H 

Grocers 1 

Galvanizers 2 

Glass Blowers 6 

Gasmen 3 



41 

1 

21 

2 

I 

38 

6 

2 

6 

1 

4 

4 

4 

Laborers 6,305 



Horseshoers 

Horse Doctors . . . 
Harness Makers 

Hod Carriers 

Hall Boy 

Hostelers 

Hatten- 

Iron Workers . . . 

Jewelers 

Jou naiist 

Janitors 

Jank Dealers 

Kalsominers — 



Lawyer 

Lasters 

Lathers 

Locksmiths 

Long Shore Men 
Letter Carrier . . 

Machinists 

Masons 

Moulders 

Millers 

Messenger 

Miners 

Musicians 

Mari.le Cutters. 

Matmaker 

Matrass Maker. . 
Millwright 



1 

4 

4 

17 

5 

1 

76 

29 

28 

3 

1 

23 
2 
6 
1 
J 
1 



Nnrses 

News Boys...., 

Qystennen 

Painters 

Plumliers 

Porters 

Pavers 

Plasterers. 

Printers 

Pianist 

Peddlers 

Physicians 

Preacher 

Professor 

Photographers. 
Ploughmen . . 
Piano Makers . 
Paper Makers 
Paper Hangers. 

Pressman 

Hoofers.. 

Riggers 

Sailors 



sawyers 

Slaters 

Soldiers 

Spinners 

Stonecutters . . . . 
;^hip Carpenters 
Store House..... 
Silversmiths. ... 

Salesmen 

Shirt Cutter 

Shoemakers .... 
Spring Maker . . . 
Sailinakers 



Sugar Maker. 



Soapmaker 

lawmakers 

Signmaker 

Tailors 

Turnerd 

Teachers 

Tinsmiths 

Tile Layer 

Trunkmakers 

Upholsterers 

Vamishers 

Watchman 

Walters 

Wood Moulder 

Wheelwright 

Whitewashers , 

Weavers , 

Wall Paper Manufacturings 

Wrecker 



2 

2 

11 

166 
72 
16 
5 
74 
65 
I 

25 
8 
1 
I 

10 
3 
2 
i 
6 
1 

17 
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124 
2 
2 
1 
2 

40 
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3 
9 
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10 
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Salaries. 


$ C. 

1,065 78 


1,099 93 


1,067 41 


1,155 03 


1,112 01 


1,184 83 


1,217 61 


1,250 06 


1,295 93 


1,291 57 


1,2.S6 84 


1,358 99 



14,385 99 



1,198 83 i 






TABLE O.— Rounders. 



iThe books of the Work-House show that in the 18 months from Jannary 1st, 1886, to 
ine 30th. 188H, there were 1275 males and 2711 females whose names appeared more 
kn once as committed to this Institution. 



Males. 

unmitted twice 864 1728 

imitted three times. 216 648 

four ** ... . 100 400 

** five ** 41 205 

♦* six " 27 162 

** seven •* 11 77 

** eight ** 7 56 

♦♦ nine ** 7 63 

** ten ** 2 20 

Total 1275 3355 

these for diBor> ierly conduct 1010 

*• destitution 265 

Total 1275 

»reign bom 729 

lative ** 546 

Total 1275 



Females. 

Committed twice 1321 2642 

Committed three times 626 1878 

" four ** 339 1356 

♦* five ** 181 905 

** six ** 106 636 

•* seven ** 68 476 

♦* eight ** 26 168 

** nine " 25 225 

*• ten ** 13 130 

** eleven " 4 44 

** twelve " 2 24 

Totals 2711 8484 

Of these for disorderly conduct 2589 

•* destitution 122 

Total 2711 

Foreign born ... 1744 

Native ** 967 

Total 2711 



Out of 17689 males admitted in the 18 months 3359 are rounders— i. e,, 19 per cent. 
14094 females, ** *' 8484 *♦ *♦ 60 

An average of 39 7 |>er cent, for this Institution. 
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TABLE P. 

Ahdract Ledger Accountn, Work-Howte, B. /., for the year ending 

December 31, 1886. 



Provisions $38,904 35 

Clothing 7,621 33 

Bedding 1,868 12 

Hardware 994 03 

Fuel 4,142 64 

Light 844 73 

Crockery 108 55 

Ironand Steel 363 65 

Tin and Tinware 134 02 

Leather and Findings 344 17 

Brooms and Brushes 185 16 

Lime and Cement 306 11 

Carried Forward $55,716 86 



Brought Forward 

Soap and Materials 

Salaries 

Drugs and Medicines. . . 

Liquoi s 

Surgical Instruments . . 

Furniture 

Lumber 

Paints. Oils and Glass. . 
Miscellaneous , 



$55,716 86 

577 89 

14,385 99 

1,339 47 
170 88 
231 04 
390 94 

1,187 21 
349 47 

1,473 98 



Total $75,934 03 
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WOI\^K AND ALMS-HOUSE HOSPITALS. 



Januari 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henbt H. Pobteb, 

President Department of 

Piiblic Charities and Correction. 

Sib. — ^I have the honor to transmit to your Honorable Board, the 
Annual Beport of the Medical Board of the Work-House and Aims- 
House Hospital, including the Incurable Hospital, for the year 
ending December 31, 1886 : 

WOBK-HOUSE HOSPITAL. 

Males. Females. TotaL 

Number Bemalning in Hospital, December 81, 1886 29 12 41 

•« Admitted during the Year 297 281 678 

826 293 

Orand Total 619 

Died during the Tear 67 89 96 

ALMS-HOUSe HOSPITAL. 

Number Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1886 31 69 90 

•« Admitted during the Year 397 419 816 

428 478 

arand Total 906 

Died during ihe Year 156 211 366 

INCURABLE HOSPITAL. 

Number Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1886 61 64 106 

•* Admitted during the Year 20 22 42 

m^mi^immmi^^ ^tmm^^mm^^ m^^m^m^t^im 

71 76 

Grand Total 4.. 147 

Died during the Year 17 12 39 

The detailed reports of the House Physicians, accompany this re- 
port and contains such detailed matter as may be of interest to the 
statistician. The Medical Board, desire to commend the House 
Staff and Nurses for the faithful performance of their duties and for 
the courtesies received from the executive heads of the Institutions. 
For the uniform courtesy, patience in listening to details of proposed 
improvements, and for hearty co-operation in everything tending to 
improve the condition of the inmates, the Medical Board desire to 
thank your Honorable Board. 

EespectfuUy, 

S. HEMINGWAY, M. D., 

Secretary of the Medvcd Boards 
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Census Report (f Watk-Bovun HospUaly B. /., for the year ending December 

31, 1886. 

Males. WemmleiB, Total 

Number Bemainlng in Hospital. December 81, 1886 29 12 41 

*« Admitted daring Year 1886 279 281 678 

'iotal 826 20S 619 

Discharged Cured 136 108 238 

" Improyed 101 129 230 

** Notlmproved 4 10 14 

Number who Died in Hospital 67 »9 96 

Number of Patients tor 1886 as above 297 231 878 

Bemaining in Hospital, December 31, 1886 40 82 72 

Ayerage of Patients Ages. 

Male 431-10 Years. 

Female 88>i^ «* 

Census Report of Alms-House Hospital, B. L,/or year ending December 

31, 1886. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number Remaining in Hospital, December 81, 1885 31 6J 90 

*• Admitted during the year 1886 897 419 816 

Total 428 478 906 

Discharged Cured 98 74 167 

'* Improyed 116 118 228 

" Notlmproyed 20 21 41 

Number who Died in Hospital 166 211 866 

Fifty-six Inmates Died in Wards. 

Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1886 46 69 104 

Total 428 478 906 

Ayerage Age of Patients. 

Males 68 Years. 

Females 62 ** 

Census Report of HospiildLfor Incurables, B. /., for year ending December 

31, 1886. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number of Inmates Remaining December 31, 1885.. 5i 64 106 

" ** •• RedMyed during the Year 1886 20 22 42 

Total 71 76 147 

Itumber of Inmates Discharged during the Year 1886 1 .. 1 

•• " " whoDied •• " •• " 17 22 89 

" *• *« Remaining December . 1, 1886 58 64 107 

Total 71 76 147 



BRANCH WORK-HOUSE, H. I. 



January 1, 1887. 
Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

President Department of 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Sir — I respectfully submit for your inspection my report of the 
operations of the Branch Work-house for the year 1886. 

The labor report appended contains within its pages a minute 
statement of the work we have been doing during the year in the 
way of improvements, alterations and repairs to the buildings, sur- 
roundings and plant of the Institution. 

It may now be said, for the first time since the organization of 
this bureau of the department, that all of the buildings are in good 
condition, as comfortable, safe and substantial as the nature of the 
materials entering into their construction will permit. 

It is pleasant for me to be able to give it as my opinion that, at 
the date of this report, there exists no necessity for my making any 
recommendations in the line of improvements to the buildings or sur- 
roundings, for the reasons given in the preceding paragraph. 

I have frequently recommended the establishing:*of telegraphic or 
telephone service between here and the central office of the depart- 
ment, my annual reports for 1881, 1882 and 1885, containing in brief 
my views on the matter. Its necessity was more clearly shown this 
past year than ever before. Delay in obtaining the necessary build- 
ing materials entering into the construction of the new building for 
female insane, erecting here, followed, owing to the tardy method of 
informing the central office and storehouse by letter. 

I am well aware, of course, that the fault for the non-instituting of 
the telephone service does not lie at the door of this department. 

In my annual reports of 1883 and 1885 I strongly recommended 
some better system of lighting the island and buildings than then ex- 
isted. Tile same state of affairs exist to-day as then. No improve- 
ment whatever has been made, although the population is growing 
larger as the years go by. 



181 

There is vital reason for some change for the better. 

You gentlemen have done your duty in setting before the financial 
authorities our needs in this regard, but your requests have been 
overruled. 

In the early part of the year, owing to the departure of keepers 
from here, three vacancies existed for some time, and some slight 
difficulty was experienced in obtaining the proper class of men to 
replace them. In July the vacancies were filled and the staff of 
keepers in charge of the prisoners is now in proper workinsf*order. 

It is a cause of considerable pleasure to be able to spread on the 
records of the Institution the fact that not a single escape occurred 
during the year. 

Up to the middle of June, two gangs of prison laborers were 
steadily engaged in assisting the contractors employed in the erec- 
tion of the two story brick pavilion, with stone cellar, for female in- 
sane, on the south end of the island. At the time mentioned, the 
building was already roofed, floors almost laid and plastering com- 
pleted. The appropriation granted your Honorable Board by the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment for the erection of this build- 
ing proved inadequate to complete it, and work ceased for that rea- 
son. It was not renewed until November last, the sum required to 
complete it not being at your command until then, although your 
Honorable Board, individually and collectively, made strenuous ex- 
ertions to obtain the funds some time before. At this writing the 
work is progressing systematically. A portion of the material to 
finish up is already on hand, the remainder contracted for, and we 
hope that about April 1st next will find the building ready in every 
detail to turn over to the Asylum authorities. 

The fiUing-in of the area of sunken land under water enclosed by 
the crib bulkhead continued as usual, with the exception of the 
heated term, from May to August inclusive. The Street Cleaning 
Department sent, during the year, 91 scow loads equal to about 
40,000 cubic yards of ashes, making a grand total up to date of 394 
scows, or 170,000 cubic yards, material placed in the area referred to. 

For the promptness with which your Honorable Board has 
adopted any recommendations it has been necessary for me to make 
for the benefit of the Institution, I beg to tender my thanks. 

My requisitions for supplies of every nature have been promptly 
honored. 
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The State Charities Aid Association have kept np their nsnal gen- 
erous supply of reading matter for the use of the inmates, and on 
behalf of these latter I tender them our thanks. 

Bey. Denis Kelly, S. J., and Bev. Oharles A. Wenman administered 
to the spiritual needs of the Catholic and Protestant inmates respect- 
ively. 

With this report will be found four tables, Table A showing in a 
condensed form the movements of the population of the Institution 
during the year ; Table B, a monthly history of their movements ; 
Table 0, a detailed statement of the amount and description of labor 
done for the different bureaus, and Table D, being the inventory of 
the property and plant of the Institution at the close of the year. 

Very respectfully, 

LAWBENCE DXJNPHY, 

Warden. 



TABLE A. 

General Statement 



Remaininsp December 31, 1885 

Admitted in 1886 

Total .. 

Discharged in 1886 

Transferred in 1886 

Total Discharged and Transferred 

Remaining, December 31, 1886 





• 




JS 


1 


•3 


349 


£ 


19 


1,219 


102 


1,568 


121 


1,132 


90 


lUl 


13 


1,233 


103 
18 


335 



I 



368 
1,321 



1,689 



1,222 
114 



1,336 



353 
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TABLE B. 

Monthly Statement, Admissions, Discharges and Transfers. 



ADMIBBIOirS. 



"3 



January .. 

February • 
Xaroh .... 

AprU 

May 

June 

July 

August.... 
September 
October . . . 
NoTember , 
December.. 



84 

81 
171 

67 
7 

61 
187 
161 
124 
186 

65 
136 



Total 1,219 



i 

B 



1 

5 

16 

13 

7 

12 
6 
7 
8 
9 
11 
9 



102 



DIBOHABOES. 



s 



72 

111 

186 

182 

90 

96 

59 

60 

117 

95 

82 

92 



1,132 



"3 



1 
5 
9 

14 
8 

14 
4 
5 
4 
7 
9 

10 



90 



TBAHSraiB. 



12 
8 
6 

11 
7 
1 
6 
7 
9 

17 
5 

12 



101 



s 

I 



1 
1 
1 

3 

» • 

1 
1 



1 
1 
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LABOR BEPORT. 

CABPENreRS. — Bepaired one frame building, 73x24, used as a dormitory 
for Workhouse help, the repairs consisting of laying a new 2 in. yellow 
pine floor and wainscoting of same material, four feet high ; putting of 
small vestibule and three iron bound doors, wash tray 15 feet long, 
and strengthening floor beams and studding. Built an extension to stable, 
26 ft. X 12 ft X 8 ft., for harness and feed room purposes Furred for 
plastering one male dormitory, 65 x 19 feet ; enclosed cornice on nine 
buildings; laid 530 square feet flooring; built three water tanks of 
400 gallons, 300 gallons and 35 gallons capacity respectively. Built 
one covered veranda 35 feet long, 9 feet high, 3 feet 6 inches wide; 
made 5 storm sashes, 2 baker's peels, 12 wheelbarrows, 1 closet with 25 
drawers, 9 hand barrows, 2 tables, 5 window frames and sash, 3 clothes 
boxes, 4 bread boxes, 1 pump platform, 2 stove platforms, 3 barbers' 
chairs, 4 10-foot benches, 20 head boards, 4 stoops, 1 door saddle, 1 run- 
way, 2 dipper handles, 1 commode, 1 skid, 3 doors, 1 step ladder, 4 pump 
handles, 2 shovel handles, 2 meat boxes, 125 feet fence. Repaired roob on 
two buildings, clapboarding on 2 do., flooring in 1 do., 1 clothes wringer, 
7 benches, 208 stools, 71 wheelbarrows, 51 pairs window sashes, 5 tables, 
1 step ladder, 2 harrows, 2 shoemakers' benches, 17 chairs, 3 coal bins, 1 
storm porch, 1 hand cart, 2 covered wagons 1 meat box, 4 washboards, 10 
bread boxes, 6 paii-s window blinds, 8 clothes posts, 2 doors, 2 ladders; 
handles in 164 quarrying and farming implements. 
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ksoNS AND Bricklayers. — Built 312 cubic feet rubble stone foundatioll, 

able feet brick do.; pointed 350 square feet cut stone work; repaired 

xnneys . 

jASTERERs. — Plastered 558 square yards wall and ceiling surface. 

tBCELLANEous WoRK. — Laid 180 square feet, cement flooring, 3,394 

Ire feet sodding, 210 feet drain pipe. 

{BM. — The following mentioned produce was raised: — 

412 bushels turnips, 4,326 heads cabbage, 

220 " beets, 7,533 " leek, 

5G9 " carrots, 5,000 " lettuce, 

410 " parsnips, 2,600 ears field com, 
253 " tomatoes, 161 quarts strawberries, 

224 ** onions, 30 bushels radishes. 

^oRS. — Made 160 pairs men's mittens. Bepaired 2,848 jackets, 5,577 

p j)ant8, 641 pairs mitts, 720 caps, 6 vests. 

koEMAKERs. — Repaired 3,005 pairs men's and 198 pairs women's shoes. 

[AKER. — Repaired 793 canvas cot bottoms. 

[ALE Work-House Help — Made 54 aprona Repaired 7,169 shirts, 

undershirts, 4,158 pairs socks, 938 pillow cases, 147 chemises, 133 

js, 130 sheets, 110 pairs stockings. Washed and ironed 74,186 pieces 

ig and bedding. 

Hart's Island Bakery bakers made 652,626 lbs. bread. 

City Cemetery. — Excavated 11 burial trenches, each 45x14x8, and 

[trenches., each 75x20x8. Interred 3,927 bodiea Disiuterred 85 

for reinterment in private cemeteries by friends. 

Branch Lunatic Asylum — A total of 862 days' labor performed. 

Hart's Island Hospital— A total of 337 days' labor performed. 

JR New Pavilion Account — A total of 7,259 days' labor perfoimed: 

LND Improvement and Extension. — ^Discharged into the area of sunken 

inder water enclosed by the crib bulkhead a total of 91 scow loads 

les, which were received from the Department of Street Cleaning of 

'ork city. Discharged into the crib bulkhead 10 scow loads of stone 



NEW YORK PENITENTIARY. 



Warden's Opficb, December 31, 1886. 

Hon. Henrt H. Porter, 

Presddent Department of 

PuNic Charities and Correction. 

Sib. — I have the honor to submit herewith the Annual Beport of 
the Penitentiary for the year ending December 31, 1886. 

During the year 2,151 prisoners have been received and 2,284 dis- 
charged, leaving in confinement at the close of the year 1,002, of 
whom 831 are males and 171 females. 

The yearly commitments have steadily inbreased. In 1880 the 
average number in confinement was 779 ; in 1886, 1,118 —an increase 
in six years of 339. With the rapid growth of the city a correspond- 
ing increase of prisoners must be expected and accommodations 
provided therefor. Extensive additions must be made to the 
present buildings, or, what is far better, a new prison, upon an im- 
proved plan, erected. Provision should be made for this purpose at 
once. There are now only 800 cells, necessitating the placing of 
two prisoners in cells altogether too small for one, or congregating 
in dormitories of over 300 prisoners. More room is needed for hos- 
pital purposes, and the chapel should not be used, as it now is, as a 
workroom for female prisoners during the day and a sleeping apart- 
ment at night. The building for females should be entirely apart 
and separate from the prison for males, and contain, besides cells, 
apartments for the matrons, chapel, hospital, kitchen, laundry and 
workroom Secluded cells are also needed, in which prisoners who 
are incorrigible can be placed. The present messroom accommo- 
dates only about one-half of the prisoners, and better quarters 
should be provided for the officers. 

In addition to the articles manufactured and repaired in the shops 
a large amount of work has been performed by the prisoners in re- 
pairs to the institutions on this and adjacent islands, and in com- 
pletely fitting up for use and occupancy a number of buildings at- 
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tached thereto, a partial statement of which I append. I am of the 
opinion that the amount thus saved to the department nearly, if not 
quite, equals the entire yearly expenditure on account of this insti- 
tution. 

While good discipline has been maintained the number of punish- 
ments has greatly decreased. No escape has occurred during the 
year. The food has been of good quality and abundant in quantity. 

Beligious services have been held each Sabbath, in the morning 
by Eev. Joseph Desribes, the Catholic chaplain, and in the after- 
noon alternately by Eev. Augustus Mayer, the Protestant chaplain ; 
Rev. Dr. Hunt and Rev. Mr. Blewitt. The clergymen also frequently 
visit the prisoners during the week in the hospitals, cells and work- 
shops. By the deaths during the past year of Rev. Mr. Bourne and 
Rev. Mr. Morse the prisoners were deprived of the services of de- 
voted friends and judicious advisers. I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to express my thanks to the ladies who have so kindly visited 
the inmates of our hospitals and imparted words of encouragement 
and good advice to many of the prisoners. 

A portion of the male prisoners have attended school on Tuesday 
and Friday afternoon. The classes are graded as well as circum- 
stances will permit from pupils in the alphabet to those in arith- 
metic. The prisoners generally show an earnest desire to learn. 
For a number of years past Mrs. Josephine Shaw Lowell has kindly 
and thoughtfully provided a teacher for the female prisoners — Miss 
Spencer — ^who has faithfully and efficiently served during the year 
with manifest benefit to many of the prisoners. 

Thanks are due Rev. Mr. French, of the Protestant Episcopal" 
Church, and to the State Charities Aid Association for donations of 
books and periodicals to the library during the past year. 

The sick have been promptly and faithfully attended by the phy- 
sicians attached to Charity Hospital. 

The usual annual statistical tables are submitted herewith. 

Deputy Warden Charles Osborne has greatly aided me by the 
prompt and efficient manner in which he has dischared his duties, 
and the officers generally are deserving of credit for the diligence 
and fidelity they have displayed. 



In conclnsion, I desire to thank each member of yoar Honorable 
Board for tlie encoaragement and support I have constaatlj re- 
ceived. 

Very respectfuilj, 

LOUIS D. PILSBURT, 

Warden, 



!ihou)n Ike number of Male and Female Conmda Bemaining on December 
31, 1885 ; Horn many have been deceived, Dwchorged, Etc., during the 
year 1886 ; Alio, how many are Hemaining, December 31, 1886. 
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TABLE B. 

Statement of Convicts Received from January 1, to December 31, 1886. 



Months 



January 

February . . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . . . 
September . , 

October 

November . . 
December 

Total 



Males. 


Females. 


White. 


Black. 


White. 


Black. 


165 


4 


16 


1 


162 


b ■ 


18 


• • 


156 


10 


29 


2 


149 


5 


13 


2 


134 


4 


23 


• . 


170 


6 


24 


3 


156 


3 


24 


10 


119 


3 


16 


2 


1^3 


5 


23 


5 


159 


12 


20 


5 


108 


8 


20 


1 


134 


7 


22 


5 


1,795 


72 


248 


36 



Total. 



186 
185 
197 
169 
161 
203 
193 
140 
216 
196 
137 
168 

2,161 



TABLE C. 

Statement of Convicts Discharged from January 1 to Dee. 31, 1886. 



Months. 



• 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 



Males. 


Females. 


White. 


Black. 


White. 


Black. 


iro 


10 


16 


2 


121 


6 


16 


4 


164 


9 


26 


2 


139 


7 


28 


• • 


152 


6 


18 


2 


189 


6 


22 


• • 


204 


3 


21 


5 


143 


3 


21 


7 


143 


6 


29 


4 


177 


4 


28 


5 


172 


5 


20 


• • 


150 


6 


27 


• • 


1904 


71 


271 


38 



I 



177 
147 
201 
174 
178 
217 
233 
174 
182 
214 
204 
183 



2284 
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TABT.E D. 

Clamsifiet the ages of Gonvids. 










1 




3 

o 
Eh 


Under 15 years 


6 

404 

525 

314 

228 

146 

94 

53 

51 

20 

16 

10 


6 
21 
55 
48 
28 
46 
29 
19 
15 
11 
3 
3 


12 


From 15 to 20 *• 


425 


•* 20 to 25 *♦ 


580 


*« 25 to 30 ** 


362 


*• 30 to 35 ** 




256 


•• 35 to 40 ** 


192 


«* 40 to 45 " 


123 


" 46 to 50 •* 




72 


** 50 to 55 ** 


66 


•• 55 to 60 *• 


31 


** 60 to 65 " 


19 




13 








Total 


1867 


284 


2151 
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TABLE E. 

Shows the Educaiion of Convicts, 



Read and Write. 



Read. 



Uneducated. 



Education. 



Total 









« 


1 


•3 
§ 


as. 


pc, 


1691 


155 


14 


8 


162 


121 


1867 


284 



3 

O 



1846 

22 

. 283 



2151 
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TABLE F. 

Shoios the Social Condition of Convicts. 



Social Condition. 



Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Total 



1 


1 
1 


1332 
477 

88 


99 

119 

66 


1867 


2H 



o 

Eh 



1431 
566 
164 

2151 



TABLE G. 

Shxnm the number of times committed. 



First time . . . 

Second time. 

Tlrird " 

Fonrth 

Filth 

aixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Total. 



<< 
«< 
<i 
<« 
•t 



Times Committted. 



and upwards 





S 


-a 


"3 
§ 


^ 


£ 


1324 


238 


334 


24 


134 


12 


48 


5 


17 


1 


4 


• • 


2 


1 


4 


1 


• • 


2 


1867 


284 



I 



1562 

358 

146 

53 

18 

4 

3 

5 

2 

2151 



192 



TABLE H. 

CrivwA (^ummiUed by Convicts received during the year 1886. 



CRIME. 



Petit IjarceDy 

*« ** attempt at 

Grand Larceny, first degree. 

** ** first attempt 

** " second degree 

♦• «* •* ** attempt 

Assault, third degree 

Burglary, second degree 

third •• 

*« •• •* attempt 

Forgery *' ** 

Disposing M't'g Property . . 

Indecent Exposure 

Attempt at suicide 

Malicious • ischief. 

Receiving Stolen Groods 

Carrying Burglars' Tools 

*' Concealed Weapons 

Cruelty to Children 

*' Animals 

Keeping Gambling House 

Disorderly *' 

Opium Joint 

Violation of Sanitary Code 

•• Lottery Law 

Found concealed, with intent to steal. . 

Assault, with intent to steal 

Vagrancy 

Rescuing a prisoner. 

Children 

Conspiracy 

Discharging a Weapon 

Extortion 

Personating an ofilicer 

Manslaughter second degree 

Bigamy 

belling obscene literature 

Opening a sealed letter 

Violation Hotel Act , 

Threatening to disturb the peace 

Abduction 

Kidnapping 



ti 

14 



• •% . • 



03 



Total 



1130 

10 

1 

3 

42 

11 

441 

1 

22 

10 

2 

3 

24 

2 

28 

1 

8 

3 

45 

3 

5 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11 

19 

2 

3 

h 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

5 



1867 



00 

s 



170 

• • 

5 

• • 

17 

2 

36 



2 

» • 

8 



18 



o 

Eh 



1300 
10 
6 
3 
59 
13 
477 
1 
22 
10 
2 
3 
26 
2 
36 
1 
8 
3 
52 
3 
5 
23 
1 
1 



• • 

• • 


3 


• • 


2 


• 


11 


3 


22 


8 


10 


• • 


3 


6 


11 




1 




1 




1 




1 




3 




2 




H 




1 




2 




5 


1 


1 


1 


1 


284 


2151 
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TABLE L 

Oioes the NaJbivUiea of the Convicts. 



NATIVnTF.8. 


• 

OQ 


1 

1 


1 


United States 

Ireland 


1237 

288 

66 

149 

20 

12 

19 

16 

3 

1 

1 

G 

2 

1 

4 

8 

3 

10 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

8 


111 

114 

12 

28 
4 

1 

• « 

5 
2 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 


1348 
402 


England 


78 


Germany 


177 


France 


24 


Canada 


13 


Italy .' 


19 


Scotland 

Switzerland 


21 
5 


Holland 


1 


Hangnkry 


3 


Russia 


6 


Bohemia 


2 


Australia 


1 


Cuba 


4 


Poland 


10 


Norway 


3 


Sweden 


12 


Wfcst Indies 


2 


Austria 


4 


Denmark 


5 


Finland. 


1 


China 


2 


Spain 


8 


Total 


1867 


284 


2151 







13 
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TABLE J. 

Shotos the terms of CammiimerUs of Convicts. 



Terms. 



100 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
C 
8 
9 
10 
U 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
5 

6 



Dollaw, Fine. 
Month 



year 

*< and 3 months . . 

years 

•* and 6 months. 

** and 6 months. 

years - 

ChUdren 

years 

years 



Total. 









$ 


1 




^ 


& 


1 


• • 


174 


40 


72 


11 


382 


49 


74 


11 


356 


27 


420 


-73 


1 


1 


46 


9 


24 


4 


8 


1 


243 


27 


2 


• • 


11 


• • 


30 


11 


18 


2 


2 


2 


1 


• • 


1 


6 


1 


6 


• • 


2 


• • 


2 


1867 


284 



o 



1 

214 

83 

431 

85 

383 

493 

2 

55 

28 

9 

270 

2 

11 
41 
20 
4 
1 
7 
7 
2 
2 



2151 
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TABLE K. 

Occupation of Female Convicts. 

Cook 15 

Cloak-maker 1 

ChUdren 6 

Domestic 121 

Housekeeper 61 

Machine Operator 3 

Nurse 4 

Laundry 28 

Seamstress 19 

SUk Weaver 1 

Tailoress 4 

Waitress 4 

Shirt-maker I 

Dress *« 11 

Book-folder 2 

Actress 1 

Cigar Maker 1 

Cigarette Maker 1 

Total 284 
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TABLE L. 

Occupation of Male Convicts. 



Agents 22 

Actors 1 

Brass Moulders 3 

•• Plumbers 9 

Boatmen 13 

Butchers 35 

Boot Blacks 7 

Bakers 26 

Barbers 10 

Blacksmiths 12 

•• Helpers 4 

Bar keepers 25 

Book •* 17 

Boiler Maker 6 

Bookbinder 9 

Boxmaker 2 

Brakeman 2 

Brickkyers 14 

Brushmaker 6 

Boarding House Keeper 1 

Baseball Maker 1 

Clerks 68 

Cooks. 61 

Cigarmakers 26 

Coopers 3 

Carpenters 38 

Dyers 1 

Druggists 4 

Drivers 185 

Errand Boy 15 

Engineers 7 

Engravers 4 

Embroiderers 1 

Florists 3 

Firemen 46 

Farmers 2 

Fishermen 1 

Furriers 2 

Glaziers 3 

Gardeners 8 

Gas Fitters 9 

Glass Blowers 1 

Gunsmiths 1 

Hostelers 20 

Hatters. 3 

Harness Makers 2 



Iron Workers 5 

Journalist. 1 

Junk Men 12 

Jewelers 4 

Janitors 1 

Liquor Dealers 3 

Locksmiths 2 

Lathers 2 

Laborers 637 

Long Shore Men 6 

Lace Pleaters 1 

Lithographers 7 

Laundry Men 4 

Musicians 3 

Machinists 8 

Moulders 16 

MiUers 1 

Masons 8 

Marble Polishers 4 

Milkmen 2 

Nickel Platers 1 

News Boys 10 

Oystermen 12 

Plasterers. 8 

Peddlers 49 

Painters 59 

Printers 67 

Plumbers 32 

Porters 8 

Pressmen 10 

Roofers 9 

Shoemakers 47 

Sailors 88 

Stonecutters 18 

Salesmen 14 

Sailmakers 6 

Steam Fitters 6 

Tailors 39 

Tinsmittis 26 

Upholsterers 1 

Teachers 1 

Vamishers , 6 

Watchmakers 2 

Weavers 4 

Waiters : 82 

Total 1,864 
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IDIOT^SCHOOL, R. I. 



Januaby 1, 1887. 

Hon. Henbt H. Pobteb, 

Prendent Department of 

Public Charities and Correction, 

Sir. — ^I respectfully submit the Annual Report of this School for the 
year ending December 31, 1886. 

The average attendance during the year has been one hundred 
and ten (110), an increase of sixty-five (65) pupils since March, 1885. 

The first class comprises thirty-two (32) children. Of these 
twenty can write and spell from dictation, can read well, and most of 
them can add, subtract and multiply simple examples. All of the 
thirty-two can write on slates, and the more advanced ones in copy 
books, and nearly all can answer intelligently questions in geography. 

The second class can write letters and numbers, and can spell 
^ords of one syllable. 

Many of these children, admitted during the last few years, have 
"been much more deficient in intellect than those of former years, 
"but by the careful and judicious training pursued by their teachers 
they are now able to distinguish form and color, and can readily 
xecognize words and objects when printed on the black board. 

To persons unacquainted with the teaching and training of this 
class of children the work might seem irksome. On the contrary, it 
is really interesting and at the same time a pleasure to follow them 
from their first entrance into the school, and day by day see our ef- 
forts rewarded with success, from having developed their minds to a 
Bufficient degree of intelligence whereby they are enabled to pursue 
industries that does in a measure compensate the department for 
their support 

The following exhibit will show the amount of work accomplished 
"by the girls since the introduction of sewing as a feature of the school 
exercises: — ^Dresses made, 772 ; aprons made, 110; sheets made, 185; 



198 

bed ticks made, 78 ; pillow cases made, 18 ; skirts made, 19; dresses 
mended, 134; aprons, 140; also spreads, table cloths, towels, nap- 
kins and bibs hemmed to the number of 130. The number of dresses 
made during the past year and included in the above was 128. A 
few years ago many of these girls did not have the slightest knowledge 
of sewing. With a few exceptions none of them had ever been in- 
structed to hold or thread a needle. I am now pleased to state that 
every one of these girls can not only do so at present, but many of 
them have advanced sufficiently to be able to take part with the 
older and more proficient girls in the making of their dresses. The 
sewing class is formed of three grades, to enable each grade to per- 
form the work suitable to the capacity of the girls comprising it. 

Mat making, which forms part of the school exercises for the male 
pupils, and was introduced about the same time. Las been a great 
success, as the following figures will show. 

Mats made, 1,198. Of this number 225 were made during the year 
1886. All of the above mats were sent to the General Storekeeper, 
BlackwelFs Island, for distribution to the different institutions, 
which is an economy and saving, inasmuch as these mats have been 
made from the old rope that had become useless on the steamboats 
of the department 

Fifteen (15) of the smaller boys have been taught to make mats 
during the past year, and have taken the places of the older ones 
who were transferred and discharged from the school. When you 
consider that most of these children have had to be instructed in 
every detail of mat making, it is really encouraging to note the 
progress they have made in so short a time. Many of the little boys 
who, two years ago, had not the slightest idea of the work can now 
weave and braid mats very neatly. 

A new class in singing and calisthenics has been formed during 
the past year, with very gratifying results. The experience and 
capability exhibited by Miss Murphy, who has charge of training the 
children in these exercises, have made her services valuable to the 
school and satisfactory to me. 

I might mention here that every visitor to the school has spoken 
in complimentary terms of the manner in which the children per- 
form these exercises, as well as speaking in praise and expressing 
astonishment at the amount of useful work accomplished by the 
boys and girls in the mat and sewing rooms. 
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tfy in fature, the materials for the making of mats and dresses be 
forwarded with the same promptitude as daring the past year a 
greater amount of work will be accomplished by the pupils. 

I cannot refrain from rendering my deepest thanks to Mr. James 
Benwick, who has for years at the holiday season sent many costly 
toys to me for distribution to the children of the school 

Many thanks are due your Honorable Board for your expedition 
in furnishing articles for the use of this school, thereby aiding the 
progress of a work which reflects much credit on your management. 

Very respectfully, 

MABT 0. DUNPHT, 

Principal and Superintendent of Schools. 



PHOTOGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 



Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

President Department of 

PvJblic Charities and Correction. 

Sir. — ^I have the honor to submit the following report of the con- 
duct of the department under my charge, and the cost incurred dur- 
ing the year 1886. 

Early in the year, by the use of recently devised apparatus and 
more sensitive chemical compounds, the work of the department 
was extended to more difficult branches of illustration, which had 
previously been deemed impracticable on account of the inability of 
many patients to remain still a sufficient length of time to secure 
the requisite amount of actinic effect. When it is considered that 
by the older and slower methods formerly used our time of action 
was devisable only bv seconds and minutes, and that now equal ef- 
fects are produced by hundreths and thousandths of the same time 
it may be plainly understood that the methods of work have been 
greatly improved. 

Important operations can now be photographed while the work of 
the surgeon is being done. With the illustrations of the case before, 
during and after operation a complete record is possible. The im- 
portance of such to the institution, the profession and the welfare of 
future patients is plainly apparent to all who are conversant with 
hospital practice. 

Many expressions of gratitude and thanks continue to be received 
for the introduction of methods of work which are now being 
adopted in similar institutions at home and abroad. And the recog- 
nition of the wisdom of the Commissioners of Public Charities and 
Correction of the City of New York in establishing this department 
is each succeeding year being more widely extended. 

The photographing of unknown dead at the Morgue continues to 
meet with the general recognition of its importance, which has been 
accorded to that part of the department work in past years. 
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By this means the identity of the dead is established beyond qnefi- 
tion, and the iEate of missing friends and relatives who die as *' un- 
known" in oar city is often folly explained by these illustrations. 

Number of hospital plates and prints made, 454; number of morgue 
cases photographed, 70. Material on hand January 1, 1886, $17.09; ma- 
terial purchased during the year, $75.32. Total, $92.41. 

Material on hand January 1, 1887, $16 27. Showing expended during 
the year, $76 14. 

Number of hospital plates and prints made 454 

Number of Morgue cases photographed 70 

Material on hand January 1st, 1886 . $17 09 

Material purchased during the year 75 32 

$92 41 

Material on hand January 1, 1887 16 27 

Showing expended during the year $76 14 

Most respectfully, 

O. G. MASON, 

Photographer. 



SECI^ETAl^Y'S I^EPOl^T. 



Hon. Henry H. Porter, 

President Department (f 

Public Charities and Correction, 

Sir. — I respectfully report that the receipts of the Department for 
the year 1886 were as follows, viz: — 

For Steamboat and Ferries $7,974 30 

Board 132 50 

of State Convicts 14,301 66 

Bent 4,000 00 

Sales 4,926 04 

Fines (City Prisons) 20,820 00 

" (Work House) 336 39 

Cash (found on inmates discharged) 336 61 



Total $52,827 50 

Tours very respectfully, 

GEO. F. BRITTON, 

Secretary. 



OUT-DOOR POOI^. 



M 



Hon. Henet H. Porter, 

Pretsident Department cf 

Public Charities and Correction. 

Dear Sir. — ^I herewith sabmit the loUowing report of the Out-Door Poor 
Department for the year ending December 31st» 1886 : 

Adults. 

To iy/r«itninifig Phj&dcian 18,199 

Charity Hospital, Direct 1,171 

Ahn^-Honse 1,8 9 

« Work-House 875 

" Randall's Island 347 

** Colored Home 561 

Total 22,532 

Chtt.drew. 

To Nursery Hospital 594 

"Infants " 794 

Total 1,388 

Discharged. 

To Parents and Guardians 921 

Out-Door Poor Interments in City Cemetery. . 1,834 
Requisitions granted on Complaint of Aban- 
donment 1,091 

Number of families relieTed with Coal 8,516 

Number of Poor Adult Blind relieTed with 

money 503 

Transportation has been afforded three hundred and fifty-four (354) 
sick and destitute persons to reach their homes, thereby preveuting them 
from becoming a charge on the County. 

There have also been six hundred and thirty two (632) Insane, sick and 
destitute persons committed to the State Alms-House at Flatbush, there to 
}}e cared for or returned to their homes, by the State Board of Charities, 
thus relieving this Department of their care and maintenance. I have also 
forwarded to their homes in Europe, through the State Board of Charities, 
nineteen (19) Alien pauper& 

Very respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM BLAKE, 

SupL 0. D. P. 



COLOI^ED HOME AND HOSPITAL. 



To the Commissioners of PvMic Charities and Correction: — 

Gentlemen: — The general statistics submitted to you herewith 
present an outline of the extent of the work of the institution during 
the past year. No unusual event has marked its history. Our in- 
mates have received the same considerate care as in former years. 
The best of nourishment consistent with a proper regard to economy 
and the husbanding of our resources has been provided. Becently 
at quite a large expenditure, a number of the wards have been re- 
floored and renovated, to the comfort of the occupants and the grati- 
fication of the management. 

Drs. Henry A. Mandeville and Parker Syms have been added to 

the Medical Council as Visiting Physician and Surgeon respectively, 

and Dr. John S. Thacher as Pathologist. It affords me pleasure to 

ackno\v ledge, in behalf of the Managers, the invaluable professional 

services and attention of the Visiting Staff. Our thanks are also 

due and hereby expressed to Drs. Bichardson and Kimball, the 

present resident staff, for the services they have rendered and for 

the zealous and conscientious manner in which they have discharged 

their duties. 

Respectfully, 

New York, Sept 30, 1886. THOS. W. BICKERTON. 
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TABLE A. 

Admissions^ Discharges and Deaths During the Year Ending September 

dOth, 1886. 

HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT. 



Males. FemaleB. 

Bemaining September 30, 1885 69 70 

Admitted during the year 221 176 



Total 



Discharges . . . 
Deaths. 



Males. 

165 
66 



Females. Total. 

144 309 
35 101 



Bemaining Sepi 30, 1886. 



HOME DEPABTMEMT. 



290 



231 
59 



Males. 



Bemaining Sept. 30, 1885 17 

Admitted during the year 50 



Total 

Males. 

Discharges .... 42 
Deaths 7 



Females. 


Total 


30 


72 


19 


26 



67 



49 



246 



179 
67 



Females. 

61 
45 



106 



49 



Total. 

139 
397 

536 



410 
126 



Total. 

78 
95 



173 



98 



Bemaining September 30, 1886 18 



57 



75 
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TABLES. 

Divanes treated daring the year ending September 30, 1886. 
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TABLE 0. 

Deaths during the year ending September 3(WA, 1886. 
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CITY CEMETERY, HAI\rS ISLAND. 



Jakvaky Ut, l(b7. 
[on. Henby H. Porter, 

PreHtdeiii Dcpnrlmenf of 

FuUic Charities and Cortfcfion. 

Sib. — I respectfully submit to yonr Honorable Bourtl my report hh 
^^NTarden of City Cemetery for the year 1886. 

Appended will be found a tabulated statement of the sounx^ from 
"^rbich the bodies came which were interred daring the ye«ir. It 
shows an increase over that of 18S5 of 652. 

!E^hty-fiye bodies interred here were claimed by friends, disiii- 
"terred and removed to other cemeteriea 

The filling-in of the area of waste land on the northeast side con- 
^tinued as opportunity offered, and the grading thereof is now com- 
pleted. 

During the past summer it was found necessary to repair some 
200 feet in length of the sea wall, on the east side, which was dam- 
aged by the severe storms of the winter of 1885-86* 

To protect the Cemetery grounds from the heavy seas which beat 
in from the Sound at certain seasons of the year, it will be necessary 
to continue the building of a sea wall as &ur north as the Cemetery 
extends at present. 

Our friends, the members of ''Beno'* Post, Na 44, G. A. K, paid 
their usual visit on Decoration Day, bringing with them a profusion 
of flowers to decorate the graves of their thirty-six comrades, who 
lie within the shadow of the shaft erected to their memory as de- 
fenders of their country by this Post. 

Very respectfully, 

LAWEENOE DUNPHT, 

Warden. 
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STATEBiENT 

Oflhe Namher of IntermenU in the, GUy Cemetery^ Barfs tdand^ in the year 
1886, and the InMutionufnm which the bodies were reoeioed. 

From IiiMir0ndX8, Eia, 15 New York Crrt. 

Oai-Door Poor 1511 

Morgue 231 

New J^ork HospitaL 28 

Ohambers Street HoepitaL 14 

St Francw Hospital 20 

St Vincent's HoeiutaL , 18 

St Lnke's Hospital 2 

Gterman Hospital 10 

Kooseyelt Hospital 37 

Presbyterian Hospital 8 

Mount Sinai Hospital i 2 

99th Street Hospital ,. 8 

French Hospital 6 

Belleyae Hospital , 360 

Gk>aTemear Hospital 15 

Emergency Hospital 26 

Manhattan Hospital 2 

Willard Park Hospital . 18 

Skin and Cancer Hospital 1 

New York Post Graduate Hospitnl 20 

Women's Hospital. 1 

New York Medical CoUege Hospital 2 

Nursery and Child's Hospital ... 51 

Infant Asylum 20 

Foundling Asylum 372 

Lying-in Asylum, 139 Second Avenue. 1 

Colored Home 35 

St Joseph's Home 8 

Home of the Little Sisters of the Poor 1 

Dominican Convent , . . * 8 

From Bligkwell's Island. 

Charity Hospital 291 

Penitentiary 11 

Aims-House , , 168 

Work-House 55 

Lunatic Asylum 66 

Ihcurahle Hospital 6 
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From Ward's Island. 

H(»mGdopatbic Hospital 100 

New York City A.sjluih for Iiisine , . . 71 

From Baxdall's Island. 

Bandall's Island Hospital 42 

Infants' Hospital. 9U 

From North Brothers' Island Hospital 22 

From Hart's Island. 

Hart's Island Hospital 20 

Branch Lunatic Asylum 16 



Total 3927 



T ■ • 
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REPORT OF THE EXAMINING PHYSICIAN. 

Office of the ExAMiHUio Physician, 
To the Honorable the Board of New Yoke, Jan. 10, ii^bT. 

Commiasionei-a of Public Charilitfi and Corrtctioh: — 

I respectfally submit the following report of the disposal of | er- 
sons applying at this office for medical examination for the year 
1886, showing the number of patients assig*^ed to the different hos- 
pitals of the department and tho^e refeiTed to the Unreau for the 
Medical and Surgical Relief of the Out- door Poor, and the class of 
diseases with which they are affected. 

Medical Ih'>^cu<eif. Diseases and Ikjubies. 

(lencral Ihseases 1503 

Fevers 1067 

>kervou8 System 3396 

Circulatoi y " 



Ab8orl>ent 



418 
85 



Respiratory " 2505 

Digestive " 594 

Urinary " 527 

Surgical Du^w^n. 

Male Generative System 287 

Skin " " 435 

Eye and Ear 365 

Yt-nereal 1143 

Injuries 821 

Sur{;ical Cases . . ■ 4691 

Peculiar to Wiymen. 

Female Generative Systi m 597 

Pregnancy 657 

Parturition lH7 

Poisons 79 

Alcohol 2947 

Unclassified diseases 826 

Total 



Admitted os Ambulance and 
Casf B to Bellevue Hospital, 

Admitted to Hospitals, of 
there were 

Male Adults, - 
Female ** - - 
Male Children, - 
Female ** 


Police 
whom 

- 15832 

- 6917 

212 
169 


Total, 

Very respectfully. 


- 23130 



4076 



23130 

Numler brought forward, - 23130 

Number of Fraudulent applications re- 
jected and referred to the iSuperin- 
tendent of Out-Door Poor 

Number of applicants referred to De- 
partment oi Emigration, 

Number of applicants refusing to go 
to Hospitul alter beiiig thereunio 
assigned - - - - - 

Gabes of Contaf ions Diseases referred 
to the Department of Ueahh - 



- 1625 



68 



153 



24 



I 



Total number of applicants, - 25000 

THOS. PARKER, 

Examining Physician. 
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